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PREFACE TO THE PRESENT EDITION. 



lEW ENGLAND'S PROSPECT, of which an . 
I exadt reprint from the firft edition is here fiir- 
I nilhed, may be efteemed the earUeft topograph- 
I ical account, worthy to be fo entitled, of the 
Maffachufetts Colony. The writer, an intel- 
ligent, and apparently an educated man, here embodies, 
in vigorous and idiomatic Englilh, the refults of his obfer- 
vation and experience in the country, during a relidence 
in it of about four years. In the addrefs "To the Reader," 
he fays, " I have laid downe the nature of the Country, 
without any partiall refpeft unto it, as being my dwelling 
place where I have lived thefe foure years j and intend, God 
willing, to return fhortly againe." A glance at the table of 
contents will Ihow that the author aims to embrace in his 
book every fubjedt on which information would be fought 
by thofe interefted in emigration to this part of the new 
world; and a defire for truth appears to have guided his 
pen. Doubtlefs the work contains fome inaccuracies. On 
fome fubjeCts the writer needed further information; as, 
for inflance, where he fays, " Concerning Lyons I will not 
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fay that I ever faw any my felfe, but fome afBrme that 
they have feene a Lyon at Cape Anne, which is not above 
fix leagues from Bofton." Cotton Mather might have 
believed the following, and have been at no lofs as to the 
agency employed in thus affrighting our early colonifts: 
" Some likewife being loft in woods, have heard fuch 
terrible roarings, as have made them much agaft; which 
muft eyther be Devill's or Lyons," &c. But, as a whole, 
we think the book may be taken as an accurate pidhire or 
defcription of the MafTachufetts Colony, at the period of 
which it treats. "As the end of my travell," he fays, "was 
obfervation, fo I defire the end of my obfervation may 
tend to the information of others. As I have obferved 
what I have feene, and written what I have obferved, {o 
doe I defire to publifli what I have written, defiring it may 
be beneficiall to pofterity; and if any man defire to fill 
himfelfe at that fountaine from whence this cup was 
taken, his owne experience fliall tell him as much as I 
have here related." 

We have noticed two contemporaneous references to 
this book. One, infcribed on the lateft edition of Smith's 
map of New England, as publiflied four years after his 
death, in Hondy's " Hiftoria Mundi of Mercator's At- 
las," London, 1635, which is as follows: "He that defyres 
to know more of the Eftate of new England lett him read 
a new Book of the profpecte of new England & ther he 
fliall have fatisfa6tion." The other is in Thomas Morton's 
" New Englifti Canaan," Amfterdam, 1637, where the 
writer refers to a ftatement which his " Countryman Mr. 
Wood declares in his profpe6t." 
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A fecond edition of this traft was publifhed in 1635, in 
London, and a third in 1639; ^^^^ containing 83 pages, 
befides the appendix of Indian words. An edition, erro- 
neoufly called the third, was printed in Bofton by Thomas 
and John Fleet, in 1764, of 128 pages, omitting the prefa- 
tory addreffes, but with a new introduftory effay and foot 
notes, concerning the authorfhip of which there has, within 
a few years, been fome difcuffion, which the curious reader 
may find in the Proceedings of the Maffachufetts Hiftorical 
Society for November, 1862. They were probably written 
by Nathaniel Rogers, Efq., of Bofton, who was graduated 
at the Univerfity of Glafgow in 1755, received the degree 
of Mafter of Arts at Harvard College in 1762, and died in 
1770. The text of all thefe editions is fubflantially the 
fame. The introduftory effay of the Bofton edition has 
been here reprinted, and prefixed to the volume. 

Of the writer of this book, William Wood, but little is 
known with certainty. He probably came over in 1629, 
and, as claimed by Lewis in his " Hiftory of Lynn," foon 
after fettled in that place, of which, in his tenth chapter, 
under the name of " Saugus," he gives a full and particu- 
lar defcription. In his third chapter, in fpeaking of the 
healthfulnefs of the country, he fays, " Out of that Towne 
from whence I came, in three years and a halfe, there 
dyed but three." He failed for England with Captain 
Thomas Graves, 15 th Augufl:, 1633. Dr. Young thinks 
that he never returned here. But one William Wood, 
calling himfelf a huftjandman, aged 27, came over, in 
1635, in the " Hopewell," and is fuppofed by Lewis to be 
our author, and to be identical with him who was a repre- 

2 
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fentative to the General Court from Lynn in 1636, and 
who, the next year, in company with about fifty perfons, 
commenced a fettlement at Sandwich. 

By the reference, in the eighteenth chapter, to " one of 
the Englifh preachers," who had fpent much time in at- 
taining to the language of the Indians, doubtlefs Eliot, 
fubfequently known as the "Apoftle to the Indians,'' is 
intended; and it is not improbable that the appendix of 
Indian words, with their definitions, was prepared through 
his afliflance. 

The perfon to whom this book is dedicated, " Sir Wil- 
liam Armyne, Knight and Baronet," is faid, by Collins, 
and other writers on the hiftory of Englifh families, to be 
of Ofgodby, in Lincolnfhire. We find that he reprefented 
Grantham, in that county, in the Long Parliament. He 
was named one of the judges of King Charles ; but he 
never attended any of the fittings of the High Court of 
Jufl;ice. Mark Noble has included him in his "Lives 
of the Englifh Regicides.'' 

C. D, 



Cambridge, July, 1865. 



PREFACE TO THE EDITION OF 1764. 




I HE variety of our fenfes, and the vaft variety 
of objects adapted to them, aided by the ex- 
quifite fenfibility of the human mind to im- 
preffions from them all, are extreamly apt in 
the firft career of life, when the paffiona are 
warm and animated, the judgment cold and lifelefs, to 
warp and byafs the mind from the moral paths of truth 
to the intricate maze of error, the vi^hole round of life is 
fpent in the contraction of prejudices, and in the refo- 
lution of them; "each year ferves only as a comment 
" upon the pail." Under pretence of emancipating the 
mind from thefe prejudices, the firft principles of virtue, 
oftentimes inwoven with the narroweft education, are 
frequently eradicated; it requires the curious hand of a 
fldlful gardener to extirpate the weeds without injuring 
the plants; where the fibres are even loofened from the 
foil, the moft delicate flioots are oftentimes irreparably 
injured; the finer and more exquifite their texture is, the 
more fufceptible are they of injury and harm: And in 
the moral world, thofe fine and poliftied feelings which 

refult 
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refult from the philanthropy of our nature, which are the 
fource of the moft diffufive benevolence, creating in the 
human mind the moft emulous purfuits, are more eafily 
erafed than the rugged and coarfe paffions, fpontaneous in 
the rougheft foils, in minds the moft favage. 

A flrong attachment to one's country is the moft fixed 
principle impreffed upon the tender mind, and when fup- 
ported by the benevolent effufions, is one of the moft 
focial virtues of the human heart, involving with its own 
happinefs the welfare of communities, and proportionable 
to its fervour, elevating the mind to the nobleft fervices. 
This attachment ftrengthening with our connections, be- 
comes uneradicable ; and tho' many countries are more 
improved in their foil, their manners and amufements, yet 
we fo ftrongly affociate with our vernacular connections, 
the place where they were formed, that it ever after fup- 
ports an afcendancy and preference; happily for us the 
wifdom of nature hath created the mind capable of this 
afFeCtion, or we fhould prefer every pleafanter and more 
cultivated country, neglecting and defpifing our own. The 
philofophic indifference begot by a contemplative life 
creates a dead calm, enfeebling that generous warmth, that 
lively patriotifm, men of great virtue and aCtive paffion 
impetuoufly purfue. 

" On life's fmooth furface diverfely we fail, 
" Reafon's the card, but paffion is the gale." 

In traverfing the globe we every where meet with the 
human mind impelled by the fame paffions and defires, 
the fame haunt after happinefs, an equal reluCtance at the 

prefent 
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prefent hour, and pufhing into a future for more pleafure, 
the fame little circles and rounds of life prevailing even 
from royalty to the peafant; viewing things at a diftance, 
we are extreamly apt to form imaginary ideas of happinefs 
far beyond the truth; fancy is ever bufy, intruding her 
ofEcious aid, and leading us to the fond illuflion; this we 
often find in vifiting foreign countries, and ftill more fre- 
quently in the connedtions and acquaintances we are every 
day forming, pleafant by their novelty, yet foon degene- 
rating and melting down into the mafs of our common 
friends. 

The author of nature is too beneficent to confine happi- 
nefs to climate or country, he hath placed endlefs fources 
of pleafure within every one's grafp, always at hand, to 
blandifh the keen edge of human mifery; and fo much of 
our happinefs is fentimental, refulting from the opinions 
others entertain of us, that it aflfords one of the firmeft 
fupports to virtue, and the nobleft fcope for the exertion of 
the moft benevolent principles; to convince our friends 
that we think they are happy, tends really to make them 
fo, and at the fame time this philanthropy enfures to us the 
moft focial reception. 

The firft laws of New-England were wholly adapted to 
the promoting religion, and that mode of worihip they 
preferably efteemed, and to this all their manners and 
conduft was mainly bent, forcibly proving upon what 
views our firft fettlers emigrated; had commerce been 
their aim, the fpirit of their laws would have been com- 
mercial, for laws are the beft index of the fpirit of a 
government, but it was religious ; the mind is ever thirfty 

after 
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after its favourite point, and upon the firft liberty unfailingly 
difcovers itfelf If this principle was pufhed too far for 
the civil ftate, candour fhould draw a veil over human 
infirmities, over the infirmities of men foured by difap- 
pointment and maletreated in their native country, over 
men whofe ideas of the Deity were that of inflexible 
juftice rather than of benign mercy, over the errors of the 
age, rather than the faults of particular fe6ls, for the good 
policy of toleration was at that time fcarcely known; at 
this period human reafon had not gained the afcendancy it 
hath fince attained, the mind was combating the preju- 
dices it had contrafted by the irrational metaphyfics of the 
fchools ; the paths of human liberty were devious, and not 
juftly chalked out; and as this weaknefs and uncertainty 
of reafon enervated the mind, it prevented thofe generous 
indulgencies in favour of others, which it afTumed for 
itfelf; though it is the fentiment of Hume, who cannot be 
accufed of partiality, that even in Queen Elizabeth's and 
King James's reigns, puritanical, was confidered in a two- 
fold fenfe, as favourable to political and civil, as well as to 
ecclefiaftical liberty; they grew up and throve together, 
till at laft unhappily arriving at their extreams, they de- 
ftroyed themfelves. It is not however an interefting point 
upon what views the country was primarily improved, 
tho' it is evident the firft fettlers had no conceptions of the 
importance the colonies might become to Great-Britain; 
nor did they imagine they were laying the moft extenfive 
bafis for its glory and grandeur. The fame author above 
quoted, mentions, that fpeculative men imagined that 
Great-Britain would be depopulated and the colonies rival 

her; 
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her; but he judicioufly remarks that it has proved falfe, 
and ever will, whilft a mild government is extended to- 
wards them. I remember an anonymous author breaks 
out in the flyle of thofe times, in an apoftrophe to the 
Deity, upon the diftance between Europe and America, 
^^ that not an hatchet or a knife but mull come over the 
dreadful Atlantic, and yet that Europe ftiould not be 
proud, nor America too difcouraged, how have foul hands 
and fmoaky houfes the laft handling of thofe furs which 
are often worn upon the hands of Queens and heads of 
Princes/' 

Previous to the difcoverj^ and fettlement of America, 
the fpirit of commerce began to prevail, the lower clafles 
in life to have the idea and tafte the bleflings of property ; 
the feverity of the Gothic conftitutions abated by the diffu- 
five opulence of the commons, and the human mind roufed 
from its long and deep ignorance pufhed its purfuit in 
fcience, by this revival of learning was a new world dif- 
covered, refcued by the happieft incident from dark ob- 
livion; after this, the confequences of the reformation 
highly contributed to the fettlement of America, for men, 
freed from their bondage to the fee of Rome, from the 
fhackles of implicit faith and infallibility, became fole 
judges of what was naturally left to their reafon and 
confcience ; unhappily the defpotifm of Elizabeth unaided 
by religious principles endeavoured to cramp and fetter the 
mind, but then, liberty was too prevalent and exile moft 
eligible ; James the pedant, without genius, without fpirit, 
purfued the fteps and with equal fuccefs, till the bigotted 
views of Laud clofed the fcene, and drove multitudes 

hither; 
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hither; and to fuch unthankful meafures are many of our 
flourifhing fettlements owing; affording a full proof how 
(lightly the principles of toleration were underftood by this 
party, fince the meafures they took increafed their oppo- 
nents, and drove them into America, verifying the old 
adage, 

Sanguis martyri femen ell eccleflse. 

I enter not into the merits of the feparation of the 
church of England from that of Rome, or of the diffenters 
from the church of England, an unity of faith and worlhip 
feems however imprafticable ; men have fuch different 
educations, and their natural tempers and difpofitions are 
fo extremely various, that it is beyond the wit of man to 
devife a mode adapted to promote the befl worfhip of the 
Deity equally in every individual, as no mode is exprefly 
determined in fcripture, it is a prefumption for the natural 
liberty of every man's worfhiping in that way which his 
reafon and confcience di£iates will befl amend him; nor 
can this be within the jurifdiftion of the civil magiftrate ; 
independent of this, impartial men mufl determine which 
mode is mofl friendly to liberty. 

No people are more loyal, none are more fond of the 
diflinguifhed name of Englifhmen, than thofe born in 
America, none with more pleafure revolve the increafing 
importance of the colonies to their mother country, or 
would more liberally contribute thereto, and fuch is the 
vafl continental demand for Britifh manufaftures, that 
fhould the neceffary taxes upon trade enable foreigners to 
underfell her, here will be found a retreat for them all: 

This 
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This demand continually increafing will in one century 
more take off all the manufaftures of Great-Britain, (who 
in return may receive the produce of every other clime) 
for there is not an equal number of people in the Britifh 
dominions beifides, that confume fo great a proportion of 
her manufafitures as the people upon this continent; nor is 
there the produce of any climate to which fome part of 
this vaft continent is not fuited. In this light America 
may be the falvation of Great Britain, and gratefully retali- 
ate the prote6lion fo liberally afforded, even admitting it 
was difintereftedly done. How vaftly ill then is the policy 
of cramping the colonies, which muft confequently leffen 
their importation from Great-Britain. Such a policy would 
like all other extremes work its own ruin, the merchants 
in England would foon find the ill policy of burthening 
the plantations, rendering them utterly incapable of paying 
their debts, and when this fhall become general private 
minifterial views muft yield to public utility. 

Where there are great tra6ls of land to clear and ren- 
der fit for cultivation, as it is a long while before it pays 
the labour expended upon it, the owners muft be debtors 
fomewhere, and in a country full of fuch land, that is daily 
improving, the debtor fide will long remain againft it; 
thofe who immediately clear the land are indebted even 
for fuftenance, to the merchants of the trading towns, and 
thefe in return are indebted to England, in confequence 
of the extenfive credits neceflary here. Thus new colo- 
nies, new countries, are always in debt; but when agricul- 
ture is fully eftabliftied, when the country is well peopled, 
at fuch a period the beam imperceptibly Ihifts, and leaves 

3 the 
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the country in its natural ftate, free of debt. If the legif- 
latures of the colonies were intent upon this, fuch fyftems 
of laws might be formed, adapted to the genius of each 
colony as would in time enable them to pay their debt to 
Grreat Britain and become daily more ufeful and beneficial 
to her; but what inducements has the chief magiilrate in 
the feveral colonies to ftudy their interefts, fo extremely 
precarious is the tenure of their polls, that naturally, our 
governors are more intent to preferve their intereft at court 
by a complaifance to its mea/ureSy than to cultivate and 
improve the province over which they prefide, unlefs fome 
patriot, comprehenfive minifter fhould arife, the beft court 
to whom would be the increafing and encouraging the 
colonies; then there are fo many little feuds and divifions 
in all the colpnies (the evil of petty governments) that the 
interefts of the public are oftentimes neglefted for private 
emolument or animofity. On the other hand, fuch is the 
firm and broad bafis upon which the commercial interefts 
of Great-Britain are founded, that did flie advert to the 
improving and cultivating her colonies, had flie a thorough 
knowledge of the abilities of each of them, to what par- 
ticular produce they were naturally inclined, flie might 
effeftually apply encouragements and rewards, the beft 
prompts to human induflry, and thereby raife fuch a com- 
mercial fpirit as difFufing itfelf through all ranks, would 
render her the Emporium of commerce, the arbiter of 
power, and independent of foreign ftates, finding a full 
employ for her vaft fliipping amongft her own colonies, 
found her fecurity upon that natural and firmeft bafis, her 
naval power. It is the intereft of Great-Britain to encour- 
age 
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age every American produce, and what article of com- 
merce cannot be cultivated there ? Sad is the policy to 
take off from foreigners what our own colonies can pro- 
duce ; indeed, thefe foreigners take off forae Britifh manu- 
factures ; but the colonies would take off a much greater 
quantity, were they enabled to pay for them, by an encour- 
agement of what foreigners fupply Great-Britain with ; 
which is doubly advantageous; both employing and en- 
riching the manufafturer in Great-Britain, and increafing 
and ftrengthening the Britifh interefls in America, this 
certain and beneficial rotation refults fi:'om an encourage- 
ment of tiie colonies, a point much more interefting tiian 
any political views by fupporting a foreign commerce. 

In a colony the prefervation of the metropolitan *form 
of government mull be politically beft, a fimilitude only 
external, begets love and efteem and weaves more firmly 
our mutual interefls ; . but a diverfity tho' only in the form 
tends to leffen the conne6tion, and creates an idea of dif- 
tinftion by each carefully to be avoided. There is a paf- 
fage in Tacitus which fliews that the Romans entertained 
the fame fentiments, fpeaking of fome colonies lately 
eftabliflied, he fays, ^* Non enim ut olim univerfae legiones 
deducebantur cum tribunis et centurionibus, et fuis cu- 
jufque ordinis militibus, ut confenfu et caritate rempub- 
licam efficerent.''* To preferve the greateft fimilitude 
poflible was regarded as the firmefl; band of concord; fo 
carefiiUy did they banifh every kind of difl:in6tion, that 
even the weights and meafures of that extenfive empire 

* Ann. Tacit. Lib. 14. 

were 
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were reduced to the fame ftandard, the flighteft incidents 
often creating unhappy diverfions. A remarkable paffage 
from the fame author is worthy obfervation; mentioning 
the revolution under 06lavius, he fays, Neque provinciae 
ilium rerum ilatum abnuebant fufpe6to fenatus populique 
imperio ob certamina potentium et avaritiam magiftra- 
tuum; invalido legum auxillio, quae vi, ambitu, poftremo 
pecunia turbebantur** Thus it was from oppreffion at 
home, from laws entirely deftroyed by fubornation and 
bribery, from the felfifh purfuits of great men to make prey 
of them, that the provinces were not averfe to a revolu- 
tion. The fame caufes will produce like effects; human 
nature rejoices at the misfortunes of its opprefTors, even 
wh^ involved therein itfelf. 

Montesquieu has well commented upon this paffage 
in Tacitus, fays he, ^ From oppreffion the ftrength of the 
colonies made no addition to, but rather weakned the 
ftrength of the republic; hence it was that the provinces 
looked upon the lofs of the liberty of Rome as the epocha 
of their own freedom." f Where the legiflature, or the 
individuals of it may be interefted to draw private advant- 
ages from the oppreffion of the colonies, either by com- 
merce, or any other methods, they are generally heavily 
oppreffed, and confequently can have no cordial afte£tibn 
for fuch tjn-annic oppreffors : It is poffible to conceive thefe 
points carried fo far as to loofen the bands of fociety, dif- 
folve all affeftion and regard, and place men in a ftate of 
nature. 



* lb. Lib. pri. f Lib. II. C. 19. 

The 
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The good policy of modem governments hath promifed 
every immunity and priviledge to thofe who emigrate to 
their colonies; this is at leafl merited; hard indeed is it 
to quit the pleafant fcenes of one's native country to ex- 
plore new and dreary regions ; this was affured in the moft 
folemn manner to the emigrants to this country, it was 
upon the faith of thefe engagements they ventured over, 
and employed their whole time and fortune in cultivating 
and improving the country, in extirpating the favage in- 
habitants, incidentally laying the foundation of the moft 
extenfive commerce, and in fpreading the gay face of fmil- 
ing plenty over fields now fertile and cumbrous, which 
once were bogs and wildernefs; how cruel then, how 
injurious would it be, to deprive us of any of thofe privi- 
ledges enfured to us by royalty itfelf, enfured to us ^^ by 
the Majefty of the Englilh nation,'' priviledges virtually 
and effentially inherent in every Englifhman, and not 
eradicable without annihilating the name. Unhappy in- 
deed is that people, who under the fpecious pretence of 
liberty feel the fame oppreffions and hardfhips undergone 
by the fubje6ls of the moft defpotic tyranny I 

An Engliftiman, wherever he is, in whatever climate, 
whether upon the frozen cliffs of Lapland, or the fandy 
defarts of Lybia, is ftill free, and carries in his generous 
bofom that native love of liberty, charafteriflic of his 
country; it is for the prefervation of this valued gem that 
torrents of the nobleft blood have flowed; it is for this he 
owes and pays allegiance to his King and Country; de- 
prive him I on fuch terms, his noble heart would difdain 

exiftence ; 
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exiftence ; a life of ignominy is only worth the attention of 
a flave, it is below the concern of a man.* 

In fubordinate colonies, that have power of legiflation, 
it is extream ill policy to make fevere laws ; laws of the 
flighteft tendency to infringe liberty; if they are fubmitted 
to, they imperceptibly deftroy it, and the tranfition is eafy 
from infringements of our own, to a fubmiffion to thofe of 
the metropolis, affording a fine leading clue to fetter us in 
chains wrought out by our own workmanfhip; thus one 
fevere law of our own, unfriendly to liberty, operates more 
powerfully againft us than the fevereft opprefiions from 
abroad ; it not only induces an habit of fubmiffion, but is a 
fine exemplar for higher authority, if inclined, to found its 
defigns upon; and is a weapon well armed againft our 
felves, precedential, to what lengths oppreffions may be 
carried, whether we will or will not. 

The laws of all colonies fhould in their letter as well as 
fpirit breathe the moft generous fentiments of liberty, , 
inftead of leffening thofe fentiments infpired by the metro- 
politan government, we fhould rather extend them, as 
convincing proofs of an attachment to freedom, and that 
the lofs of life would be far more eligible; feeble and 
weak muft be our efforts, yet let us efTay by the moft legal 
methods to oppofe the flighteft appearance of oppreffion, 
as a monfter which would foon overwhelm us. By op- 
preffion and tjn-anny the* moft fertile countries, the happi- 
eft climates have been involved in univerfal ruin. Look 

* Ipfi Britanni dele(5ium, ac tributa et injundla imperii munera impigre obeunt, 
fi injuriae abfint : has aegre tolerant, jam domiti ut pareant, nondum ut ferviant, 
is the charadter Tacitus gives of the ancient Britons in his life of Agricola. 

on 



Preface to the Edition of 1764. xxiii 

on the barren plains of once fertile Greece ; where are its 
inhabitants ? where are its cities ? Blafted and deftroyed 
by the cruel hand of defpotifm. It is juft, it is right, to 
Ihew a fenfibility, an unbrookablenefs to opprefEon ; did we 
not, we might juftly merit that defpifion and infult due 
only to flaves. There are times, there are occafions, when 
one cannot be too warm, one cannot feel too interefted I * 

No fubordinate government can have that firmnefs, that 
vigour, inherent in the metropolitan; where liberty is in 
the flighteft degree controuled, a diffidence arifes which 
Ihakes the refolution of the moft determined. Another 
unhappinefs fuch governments labour under is, that being 
at a diftance, unreprefented, yet ufually controuled, it 
becomes a popular opinion, that they are different from 
other fubjefts, and retain not the priviledges of thofe who 
remain at home; this idea of a partial legiflative power 
* over the colonies aptly creates an opinion of a general 
one; the mind is forever pulhing its favourite point, and 
every encroachment fubmitted to, flimulates to a further 
advance; from frequent converfation this opinion becomes 
general, and is adopted with all the warmth of popular 
error; It appears novel for the colonifts to contend for 
their legal and conflitutional rights; yet neither from the 
old grants, charters or determinations can any precedent 
be eflablilhed to prejudice our natural inherent indilTemi- 
nable right, as Englifhmen, to every Britifh priviledge; 



* Nihil profici patientia, nil! ut graviora tamquam ex facili tolerantibus imperen- 
tur. Agric. Vit. 
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dire6Uy the contrary: Nor can there be fironger terms 
ufed than may be found in the charter to this province, 
granted by King William and Queen Mary, thofe glorious 
friends to civil and religious liberty; it is there declared, 
that thofe who go to, or inhabit this province, and all their 
children, bom there, or on the feas, going to or returning 
from thence, (hall have and enjoy all liberties and immu- 
nities of free and natural fubje£is within any of the Britifh 
dominions, to all intents, conilru£tions and purpofes what- 
foever, as if they and every one of them were bom in 
England. Can language be more explicit? How cruel 
then is it to adduce as a proof of our lofs of freedom, what 
is one of our greateft hardihips, that we have no (hare in 
the legiflation. I own, however, that to vulgar minds 
this deficiency is apt to create a diftindtion, which no man 
of common fenfe can entertain upon refledtion. One 
would think that the facrifice we made of our native 
country fhould plead ftrongly for indulgencies rather than 
reftri6lions. 

Admitting then the right of the colonies to Engliih 
priviledges which can fairly be proved, only one rule re- 
mains to direft the fupreme legiflature in controuling them, 
and that is the rule to which all others mull fubmit, viz. 
Salus populi. Where this is not injured by the conduft of 
the colonics one may humbly prefume they cannot be 
controuled unlefs by their own confent, nor upon the 
principles of liberty can they be taxed, or in fofter words 
obliged to pay any duties or acknowledgments, for what 
they have a right to enjoy, what advantages and not injures 

the 
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the Britifh empire moft extenfively confidered, if they are 
obliged to (in a Utopian government I would venture to 
call it defpotifm) in any government, it is the higheft in- 
fringement of liberty, it is the levying a tax upon a coun- 
try without its confent, without being reprefented, diredtly 
contrary to the great charter of the realm to which we 
have the moft undoubted right by our charter as well as 
by common fenfe. 

In 1 7 19 the houfe of commons declared that the erefting 
manufaftories in the colonies tended to leffen their depend- 
ence upon Great Britain; in the -prefent year 1764, the 
fevereft reftriftions are laid upon their trade, which enabled 
them to take off great quantities of her manufaftures, and 
prevented them from running into manufa£tories them- 
felves, by the facility with which they could pay for Britifh 
goods; this is a true political folecifm; the fundamental 
principle of all commercial ftates is to realize their labour, 
that is to get off their manufafhires, and confequently to 
encourage every trade that has fuch a tendency. 

If Great-Britain was really apprehenfive of the growth 
of her colonies, divide et impera will afford her full fecur- 
ity; the colonies are fo jealous of each other, have fuch 
different interefls and views to purfue, and frequently pur- 
fue them with fuch animofity and heat as prejudices the 
general caufe, more than it benefits the private one; by 
their various forms of government and the various climates 
they lay in, fuch a vaft variety of manners and fentiments 
arife as can never admit an hearty and fincere coalition; 
add to this, whilft Great-Britain is fuperior in her navy fhe 

4 can 
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can at any time deftroy us, and the only way to preferve 
this fuperiority is by encouraging the commerce of her 
colonies, fo that they are abfolutely dependent on each 
other, and if the Britifh colonies were annihilated or in 
the hands of another power, who would not fhudder for 
the fate of the Britilh navy ? There cannot be a greater 
fecurity than the known loyalty and attachment of the 
colonies to Great-Britain; this a mild government will 
always enfure, and irrefiftibly engage us to, had we ever fo 
much power; but we are no more than a feather in a 
mighty hurricane. 

During the old charter of this province, the fame 
manners and fentiments were fupported, the old modes and 
forms of government were ftriftly adhered to, and many 
Original flandards remaining, by their influence upon the 
youth, laid the foundation for the like prejudices in them. 
The firft plan of the government eflablifhed a kind of 
Theocracy, by making the word of God the rule of law.* 
This gave the clergy infinite weight in the conilitution ; 
they were naturally the expofitors of the law, and in fo 
young a country were almoft the only men of learning; 
fi-om this circumftance the attachment and deference to 
their cloth was almoft implicit, and, for ought I know, 
to this very caufe may the greateft errors into which the 
country fell at its firft fettlement be afcribed. For men 



* It appears by the conference held at White-Hall, that the Parliament com- 
monly called Barebones Parliament, once intended to eitablilh the mofaical law^ 
as the fole fyilem of jurifprudence in England. The dark and prophetic ityle 
oi the old teitament was quite adapted to the bewildering fanaticifm of thofe 
times. 

may 
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may have the ftrongeft natural attachments to their coun-- 
try, to particular parties, or to particular modes of life, 
and yet out of thefe paths may be liberal and generous in 
their fentiments ; but no man, no community, under reli- 
gious bigotry, under ftrong byaffes to the clergy, can think 
generoufly and freely; like a Cartefian vortex it involves 
every fentiment within its own contrafted fphere; thefe 
prieftly fetters are now broken, and men are more free 
and liberal in their fentiments; nor fhould the cloth regret 
it, for to ingenuous and fenfible minds nothing is more 
painful than an undue deference and refpedt. 

Connecticut remaining under the fame mode of 
government as at its firft fettlement, and having fcarce any 
foreign commerce, retains nearly the fame fentiments and 
manners it had when it was firft peopled; the borderers 
mixing with each other, blend their different manners, an 
incident generally taking place among all borderers and 
marchers. 

The fpirit of the new charter had a great effedt upon 
manners; the increafe of inhabitants calling for various 
civil laws, more extenfive than the biblical oeconomy, the 
prevailing idea of a patriarchal form growing obfolete, and 
many principal men returning fi:-om England, where a more 
liberal fpirit had prevailed fince the happy revolution, 
introduced a fireedom of thinking, which though at firft 
flow in its progrefs, hath been ever fince increafing, and 
the more we vifit diftant countries, the more liberal and 
extenfive will be our ideas ; by being ufed to one conftant 
round, one fteady contemplation of the importance of felf 
and its conneftions, the mind contradts fuch faftidious 

habits. 
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habits, fuch mean and narrow fentiments as render it in- 
capable of great and noble a6tions. Whilft on the other 
hand, a knowledge of the various nations and manners of 
mankind fhakes off the mil of domeflic life. If our minds 
are not amended, our manners are at leaft more elegant 
and polite, from the great number of ftrangers the war 
hath brought amongfl us. It is a frequent complaint of 
old people, that the country is intirely changed within 
their remembrance; when you examine them whence the 
change is, you will generally find that we are more free 
and fociable, and lefs contra£ted than in their day. 

Colonies grow corrupted as the mother country; our 
taftes, modes, nay forms of thinking in matters of great or 
of no importance, are all derived therefrom, and will ever 
prevail by means of the conflant intercourfe upheld, and 
the dependence the colonies pay their parent; it holds 
good thro' the whole period of this country's fettlement, 
tho' prevalent proportionably to the greater or lefs inter- 
courfe upheld, this is another ftrong forte which the 
mother country has over us daily increafing as we are 
kindly ufed, for we naturally imitate thofe whom we 
love. 

It may appear bold to hazzard an opinion that the 
minds of colonifts are not in general equally elevated and 
generous as in the mother country; where the mind is 
dependent on another government, where it breathes not 
the pure air of liberty, its perceptions are depreffed by the 
idea of dependence analogous to a proportional lofs 6f 
liberty, and habited to objefts of lefs confequence, it 

attaches 
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attaches itfelf with equal warmth as to thofe of the higheft 
importance. I was well pleafed with an obfervation of 
this kind made to me by a gentleman of great abilities 
who had long converfed with men of the firft rank, that it 
required the utmoft extention of his ideas to keep pace 
with them, they were fo accuftomed to great and extenfive 
objedts that all his faculties were upon the ftretch to fup- 
port an equality.* 

This fituation unhappily affefts the learning of the colo- 
nifts, it will not be thorough inbred and induced by them- 
felves, rather drawn from the obfervations of others, for 
the dependence of the mind upon the government induces 
a fimilar tone in all our reafonings, and thus an unjuft 
deference is frequently given to the writers of the metrop- 
olis. Since this is our fituation, to cbunteraft the preva- 
, lency of the principle would be a mark of great wifdom, 
and by encouraging real merit diftinguilhed fervice we 
fhall efFe6hially attain it ; mofl: men have an emulous if not 
an ambitious mind, and naturally are apt to adopt fuch 
manners and charafters as will moft probably effedt their 
purpofes, if then a bafe condefcention to the views of the 
meaneft and moft fervile minds, if the air muft be con- 
torted to hypocritical grimace, the manners moulded by 
the fquare of narrow fentiments; if this is the path to 
honour or rather dilhonour, what men muft mount the feat, 
what patriots can you expeft ? where this is the manure 
what fruit can arife ? only rank and filthy weeds fliooting 



* Thefe itri<5lures are extended no farther than to the fa<5titious and artificial 
ilrength of the mind arifing from a concurrency of circumftances. 
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thro' the muck of bafe fentimcnt raifed by the flafhy heat 
of popular applaufe, and plunged into their native dirt by 
the blaft of one frofty night. 

Yet amidft all thefe unhappy circumftances, when one 
reflects upon the great revolutions of human learning, the 
wretched ftate of many countries where it once reigned 
fupreme ; we may anticipate America as the deflined feat 
of fcience, where flie may found an empire uncontrouled ; 
before the invention of letters the flock of learning muft 
have been very flender, its progrefs flow and fcarcely ade- 
quate to retain its ground; thin was the harveft from 
whence the Egyptians gleaned their knowledge ; and many 
ages elapfed before it arofe to any eminence amongft the 
Greeks, from whom it paffed to the Romans, and was 
afterwards buried in the ravages of Gothic and Saracen 
barbarity; the invention of printing brought it forth from , 
its dark retreats, till by degrees it hath arrived at its prefent 
fplendor; but here a new empire arifes, and tho' in its 
infancy, yet the human mind is in full exertion of all its 
faculties, the bafis of fcience large and expanded, and the 
art of printing preferving all its inveftigations ; fuch a 
country growing into importance by thefe natural advan-^ 
tages and fupported by the kind hand of an indulgent 
parent would Hand the feireft chance in the annals of 
fcience, and may a liberal temper, may generous adtions, 
the certain efFe6t of true fcience, ever prevail. 

A new country, whofe youth have the advantage of a 
good education, is moft probable to improve and flourilh; 
natives have an intimate union and connexion with their 
country unknown to a foreigner; and where their minds 

can 
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can be thus cultivated and enlarged, are more able to 
benefit it, and in a legiflative capacity to form laws well 
adapted to promote its welfare. 

It was meerly accidental I met with our author at a 
bookfeller's fhop in London, he was fo much efteemed as 
to have paffed a fecond edition before this; the humour 
and juftnefs of his accounts recommend him to every 
candid mind, and though the face of the country is in 
every refpedt agreeably changed fince he wrote, yet a 
melancholy pleafure mingles itfelf with our refleftions 
upon fuch paft fcenes, fcenes irrevocable, though intereft- 
ing by our connexions with the a6tors. The errors he 
adopted were errors of the day, an improved underftand- 
ing will (hade thefe foibles. 

L^HOMME n'eft qu'un rofeau le plus foible de la nature; 
mais c'eft un rofeau penfant. — Travaillons done a bien 
penfer, is a fine refleftion of that great thinker Monfieur 
Pafchal. 

For myfelf, fome notes are fubjoined, I wifh they may 
be acceptable ; in our language one makes fo ill a figure 
in fpeaking of himfelf, that I will only alk indulgence for 
them and for this defultory effay; my utmoft wilh for 
happinefs is to promote the welfare of my country, land 
to render myfelf worthy the efteem of good men. 

Nequicquam illud verbum eft: bene vult, nifi qui bene- 
facit. Plaut. 
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To the Right Worshipfiill, 
my much honored Friend, 

Sir William Armyne, 

Knight and Baronet. "* 

Noble Sir. 

He good affurance of your native worth, 
and thrice generous difpofition, as alfo 
the continuall manifeftation of your boun- 
teous favour, and love towards my felfe 
in particular, hath fo bound my thankfull 
acknowledgement, that I count it the leaft 
part of my fervice to prefent the firfl: 
fruites of my farre-fetcht experience, to 
the kinde acceptance of your charitable hands : w^ell 
knowing that though this my w^orke, owne not w^orth 
enough to deferve your patronage, yet fuch is your be- 
nigne humanity, that I am confident you will daigne it 
your protection, under which it willingly fhrowdes it felfe. 
And as it is reported of that man whofe name was Alex- 
ander, being a cowardly milke-fop by nature, yet hearing 
of the valiant courage of that magnificent Hero, Alexander 
the Great, whofe name hee bore, he thenceforth became 
ftout and valorous; and as he was animated by having the 
very name of puiffant Alexander; fo fhall thefe my weake 
and febie labours, receive life and courage by the patron- 
age of your much efteemed felfe ; whereby they fhall bee 
able to out-face the keeneft fanges of a blacke mouth'd 
A2 Momus. 
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Momus. For from hence the world may conclude, that 
either there was fome worth in the booke, that caufed fo 
wife a perfon to looke upon it, and to vouchfafe to owne 
it, or elfe if they fuppofe that in charity he foftered it, as 
being a poore helpeleffe brat, they may thence leame to 
do fo likewife. If here I fhould take upon me the ufuall 
ftraine of a foothing Epiftolizer, I fliould (though upon 
better grounds than many) found forth a full mouth'd 
encomiafticke of your incomparable worth : but though 
your deferts may juftly challenge it, yet I know your 
vertuous modefly would not thanke me for it ; and indeed 
your owne aftions are the bell Heralds of your owne 
praife, which in fpite of envy it felfe mull fpeake you 
Wife, and truly Noble : and I for my part, if I may but 
prefent any thing, which either for its profit or delight 
may obtaine your favourable approbation, I have already 
reaped the harvell of my expeftation ; onely I mull defire 
you to pardon my bold prefumption, as thus to make your 
well deferving name, the frontifpeece to fo rude and ill 
deferving frame^ Thus wilhing a confluence of all blelT- 
ings both of the throne, and foot-Hoole, to be multiplied 
upon your felfe, and your vertuous Confort, my very good 
Lady, together with all the Stemmes of your Noble family, 
1 take my leave and reH, 

Your Worjhips to ferve 
and be commanded^ 

W. W. 




To the Reader. 



Courteous Reader, 

Hough I wiUpromi/e thee no fuch volum- 
inous difcourfe, as many have made upon 
a /canter /ub^'ect, (^though they have trav- 
ailed no further than the ftnoake of their 
owne native chimnies) yet dare I prefume 
toprefent thee with the true, and jaith/uU 
I relation of fome few yeares travels and 
experience, wherein I would be loath to 
broaeh any thing which may puzzle thy beleefe, and fo jujlly 
draw upon myfelfe, that unjt^ afperfon commonly laid on 
iravaiUrs; of whom many fay, Th^ may lye by authority, 
becaufe none can controule them ; which Proverbe had furely 
his originall from the fleepy beleefe of many a home-bred 
Dormoufe, who comprehends not either the raritie or pofsi- 
bility of thofe things he fees not, to whom the mofl clafsicke 
relations feeme riddles, and paradoxes : of whom it may be 
faid as once of Diogenes, that becaufe he circled himfelfe in 
the circumference of a tubbe, he therefore contemned the Port 
and Pallace it/" Alexander, which he knew not. So there is 
many a tub-brained Cynicke, who becaufe any thing flranger 
than ordinary, is too large for the flraite hoopes of his ap- 
prehenfion, he peremptorily concludes it is a lye: But I 
decline this fort of thicke-witted readers, and dedicate the 
mite of my endeavcnirs to my more credulous, ingenious, and 
leffe cenforious Country-men, for whofe fake I undertooke 
A3 this 



To the Reader. 

this worke\ and I did it the rather ^ becaufe there hath fome 
relations heretofore pajl the Preffe^ which have beene very 
iinperfe£l\ as alfo becaufe there hath beene many fcandalous 
and falfe reports pcfl upon the Country ^ even from the ful- 
phurious breath of every bafe ballad-monger: wherefore to 
perfeSl the one^ and take off the other ^ I have laid downe the 
ncLture of the Country^ without any partiall refpe£l unto it, 
as being my dwelling place where I have lived thefe foure 
yeares, and intend God willing to retume fhortly againe\ 
but my confcience is to me a thoufand witnefjes, that what I 
fpeake is the very truth, and this will informe thee almofl as 
fully concerning it, as if thou wente/l over to fee it. Now 
whereas I have written the latter part of this relation con- 
cerning the Indians, in a more light and facetious flile, than 
the former^ becaufe their carriage and behaviour hath of- 
forcUd more matter of mirth, and laughter, than gravity 
and wifedome\ and therefore I have infer ted many paffages 
of mirth concerning them, to f pice the reft of my moreferious 
difcourfe, and to m^ke it more pleafant. Thus thou mayefl 
in two or three houres travaile over a few leaves, fee and 
know that, which cofl him that writ it, yeares and travaile, 
over Sea and Land before he knew it; and therefore I hope 
thou wilt accept it] which fhall be my full reward, as it was 
my whole ambition, andfo I refl. 

Thine bound in what I may, 

W. W. 





To the Author, his fingular good 

Friend, M^ William Wood. 

T Hanks to thy travell, and thy f elf e^ who haft 
Much knowledge info /mall roome^ contptly plac^t^ 
And thine experience thus a Mount cbft ntake^ 
From whence we may New Englands Profpeft take^ 
Though m^ny thoufands diftant : wherefore thou 
Thy felfe fhalt fit upon mount Praife her brow* 
For if the man thatfhall thefhort cut find 
Vnto the Indies, fhallfor that befhrifCd ; 
Sure thou cUferveft then no fmall prayfe, who^ 
Sofhort cut to New England here doftfhow ; 
And if then this f mall thankeSy thou get/i no more^ 
Of thankes I then will fay the world^s grownepoore. 

S.W. 
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PROSPECT. 

Chap. I. 

Of the SituaHon, Bayes, Havens, and Inlets. 

' Or as much as the Kings moll excellent 
' Majefly hath beene gracioufly pleafd by 
the grant of his Letters Patents, at firft 
to give life to the Plantations of New 
England, and hath dayly Ukewife by his 
Favours and Royall proteftion cheriihed 
their growing hopes ; whereby many ot 
his MajeiHes faithfuU Subiedts haue 
beene imboldned to venture perfons, ftates, and indeav- 
ours, to the inlargement of his Dominions in that Wefterne 
Continent: Wherefore I thought fit (for the further en- 
couragement of thofe that hereafter, either by Purfe, or 
Perfon ihall helpe forward the Plantation,) to fet forth 
thefe few obfervations out of my perfonall and experimen- 
tall knowledge. 

The place whereon the Engiyh have built their Colonies, 

is judged by those who have beft skill in difcovery, either to 

B . be 
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be an Hand, furrounded on the North-fide with the fpacious 
River Cannada^ and on the South with Hudfons River, or 
elfe a Peninfula^ thefe two Rivers overlapping one another, 
having their rife from the great Lakes which are not farre 
off one another, as the Indians doe certainely informe us. 
But it is not my intent to wander far from our Patent; 
wherefore I referre you to the thrice memorable difcoverer 
of thofe parts, Captaine Smithy who hath likewife fully de- 
fcribed the Southerne and North-eaft part of New England^ 
with the noted head-lands. Capes, Harbours, Rivers, Ponds, 
and Lakes, with the nature of the Soyle, and commodities 
both by Sea and Land, &c. within the degrees of fourty one 
and fourty five. 

The Bay of Majfachufets lyeth under the degree of fourty 
two and fourty three, bearing South-weft from the Lands 
end of England : at the bottome whereof are fituated moft 
of the Englifh plantations : This Bay is both fafe, fpacious, 
and deepe, free firom fuch cockling Seas as runne upon the 
Coaft of Ireland^ and in the Channels of England : there 
be no ftifFe running Currents , or Rockes , Shelves , Barres, 
Quickfands. The Mariners having fayled two or three 
Leagues towards the bottome, may behold the two Capes 
embracing their welcome Ships in their Armes, which thruft 
themfelves out into the Sea in forme of a halfe-moone, the 
furrounding fliore being high, and fliewing many white 
ClifFes in a moft pleafant profpedt with divers places of low 
land, out of which divers Riuers vent themfelves into the 
Ocean, with many openings, where is good Harbouring for 
Ships of any burthen ; fo that if an unexpefted ftorme or 
croffe winde fhould barre the Marriner firom recovering his 
defired Port, he may reach other Harbours, as Plimmouth^ 
Cape Ann^ Salem^ Marvill Head\ all of which afford good 
ground for Anchorage, being likewife land-lockt fi-om 
Winde and Seas. The chiefe and ufuall Harbour, is the 
ftill Bay of Majfachufets^ which is clofe aboard the planta- 
tions. 
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tions, in which moft of our fhips come to anchor, being 
the neareft their mart, and ufuall place of landing of Pat- 
fengers; it is a fafe and pleafant Harbour within, having 
but one common and fafe entrance, and that not very 
broad, there fcarce being roome for 3. Ships to come in 
board and board at a time, but being once within, there is 
roome for the Anchorage of 500. Ships. 

This Harbour is made by a great company of Hands, 
whofe high ClifFes Ihoulder out the boilb-ous Seas, yet 
may eafily deceiue any unskilfuU Pilote; prefenting many 
faire openings and broad founds, which afford too fliallow 
waters for any Ships, though navigable for Boates and 
fmall. pinnaces. The entrance into the great Haven is 
called Ndntafcot\ which is two leagues from Bq/lon*, this 
place of it felfe is a very good Haven, where Ships com- 
monly call Anchor, untill Winde and Tyde ferve them for 
other places; from hence they may fayle to the River of 
WeffagufcuSy Naponfet^ Charles River, and Mijlicke River, 
on which Rivers bee feated many Townes. In any of thefe 
fore-named harbours, the Sea-men having fpent their old 
ftore of Wood and Water, may haue frefh fupplies from 
the adjacent Hands, with good timber to repaire their 
weather-beaten Ships: Here likewife may be had Mails 
or Yards, being llore of fuch Trees as are ufefuU for the 
fame purpofe. 

Chap. II. 

Of the Seafons of the yeare. Winter and Summer ^ together 
with the Heate^ Coldj Snow, Rainey and the effects of it. 

FOr that part of the Countrey wherein moll of the 
Englifh have their habitations : it is for certaine the 
bell ground and fweetell Climate in all thofe parts, 
bearing the name of New England^ agreeing well with the 

temper 
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temper of our EngHJk bodies, being high land, and fharpe 
Ayre, and though moft of our Englijh Townes border 
ijpon the Sea-coaft, yet are they not often troubled with 
Mifts, or unwholfome fogges, or cold weather from the 
Sea, which lies Eaft and South from the Land. And 
whereas in England moft of the cold windes and weathers 
come from the Sea, and thofe fituations are counted moft 
unwholefome, that are neare the Sea-coaft, in that Coun- 
trey it is not fo, but otherwife; for in the extremity of 
Winter, the North-eaft and South winde comming from 
the Sea, produceth warme weather, and bringing in the 
warme-working waters of the Sea, loofneth the frozen 
Bayes, carrying away their Ice with their Tides, melting 
the Snow, and thawing the ground ; onely the North-weft 
winde comming over the Land, is the caufe of extreame 
cold weather, being alwaies accompanied with deepe 
Snowes and bitter Froft, fo that in two or three dayes the 
Rivers are paiTable for horfe and man. But as it is an 
Axiome in Nature, Nullum violentum ejl perpetuum^ No 
extreames laft long, fo this cold winde blowes feldome 
above three dayes together, after which the weather is 
more toUerable, the Aire being nothing fo fliarpe, but 
peradventure in foure or five dayes after this cold meiTen- 
ger will blow a frefli, commanding every man to his houfe, 
forbidding any to out-face him without prejudice to their 
nofes : but it may be objefted that it is too cold a Coun- 
trey for our Englijh men, who have beene accuftomed to 
a warmer Climate, to which it may be anfwered, {Igne 
levatur hyems) there is Wood good ftore, and better 
cheape to build warme houfes, and make good fires, 
which makes the Winter lefle tedious ; and moreover, the 
extremity of this cold weather lafteth but for two Moneths 
or ten weekes, beginning in December^ and breaking up the 
tenth day of February ; which hath beene a paflage very 
remarkeable, that for ten or a dozen yeares the weather 

hath 
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hath held himfelfe to his day, unlocking his ycie Bayes 
and Rivers, which are never frozen againe the fame yeare, 
except there be fome fmall froft until the middle of Marck^. 
It is obferved by the Indians that every tenth yeare there 
is little or no Winter, which hath beene twice obferved of 
the Englijh; the yeare of new Plymouth mens arrivall 
was no Winter in comparifon ; and in the tenth yeare after 
likewife when the great company fettled themfelves in 
Maffachufets Bay, was a very milde feafon, little Froft, 
and lefle Snow, but cleare ferene weather, few North-weft 
winds, which was a great mercy to the Englifk comming 
over fo rawly and uncomfortably provided, wanting all 
utenfils and provifions which belonged to the well being 
of Planters: and whereas many died at the beginning of 
the plantations, it was not becaufe the Country was un- 
healthfull, but becaufe their bodies were corrupted with 
fea-diet, which was naught, their Beefe and Porke being 
tainted, their Butter and Cheefe corrupted, their Fifh 
rotten, & voyage long, by reafon of croffe Windes, fo that 
winter approaching before they could get warme houfes, 
and the fearching ftiarpnes of that purer Climate, creeping 
in at the crannies of their crazed bodies, caufed death 
and fickneiTe; but their harmes having taught future 
voyagers more wifedome, in fliipping good . provifion for 
Sea, and finding warme houfes at landing, finde health in 
both. It hath bin obferved, that of five or fixe hundred 
paflengers in one yeare, not above three have died at Sea, 
having their health likewife at Land. But to returne to 
the matter in hand, dayly obfervations makes it apparant, 
that the peircing cold of that Country produceth not fo 
many noyfome effe6ts, as the raw winters of England. In 
publike aflemblies it is flxange to heare a man fneeze or 
cough as ordinarily they doe in old England', yet not to 
fmother any thing, left you judge me too partiall in recit- 
ing good of the Countrey, and not badj, true it is^ that 

fome 
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fome venturing too nakedly in extreamity of cold, being 
more foole hardy than wife, have for a time loft the ufe of 
their feete, others the ufe of their fingers ; but time and 
Surgery afterwards recovered them: Some haue had their 
over-growne beards fo fi*ozen together, that they could not 
get their ftrong water-bottells into their mouthes ; I never 
heard of any that utterly periflied at land with cold, faving 
one English man and an Indian^ who going together a 
Fowling, the morning being faire at their fetting out, after- 
ward a terrible ftorme arifing, they intended to returne 
home ; but the ftorme being in their faces, and they not 
able to with-ftand it, were frozen to death, the Indian 
having gained three flight-fliot more of his journey home- 
ward, was found reared up againft a tree with his Aqua- 
vitce bottle at his head. A fecod paiTage (concerning 
which many thinke hardly of the Country in regard of his 
cold) was the mifcarriage of a boate at fea; certaine men 
having intended a voyage to new Plimouth^ fetting fayle 
towards night, they wanted time to fetch it, being con- 
ftrained to put into another harbour, where being negli- 
gent of the well mooring of their Boate, a ftrong winde 
comming fi*om the fliore in the night, loofned their kil- 
locke, and drove them to Sea, without fight of land, before 
they had awaked out of fleepe ; but feeing the eminent 
danger, fuch as were not benummed with cold, fliipt out 
their Oares, fiiaping their courfe for Cape Cod, where the 
Indians naet them, who buried the dead, and carryed the 
Boate with the living to Plimouthj where fome of them 
died, and fome recovered. Thefe things may firight fome, 
but being that there hath beene many paflages of the like 
nature in our Englifh Climate, it cannot difliearten fuch as 
ferioufly confider it, feeing likewife that their owne mines 
fprung fi-om their owne negligence. 

The Countrey is not fo extreamely cold, unlefle it be 
when the Nordi-weft winde is high, at other times it is 

ordinary 
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ordinary for Filhermen to goe to Sea in January and 
February^ in which time they get more Fifh, and better 
than in Summer, onely obferving to reach fome good 
Harbours before night, where by good fires they fleepe as 
well and quietly, (having their mayne fayle tented at their 
backes, to Ihelter them from the winde) as if they were at 
home. To relate how fome Englijh bodies have borne 
out cold, will (it may be) ftartle beleife of fome, it being 
fo ftrange, yet not fo flrange as true. A certaine man 
being fomething diftrafted, broke away from his Keeper, 
and running into the Wood, could not bee found with 
much feeking after; but foure dayes being expired, he 
returned, to appearance as well in body, as at his egreffe, 
and in minde much better: for a mad man to hit home 
through the unbeaten Woods, was ftrange, but to Hue 
without meate or drinke in the deepe of Winter, ftranger, 
and yet returne home bettered, was moft ftrange : but if 
truth may gaine beleefe, you may behold a more fuperla- 
tive ftrangeneffe. A certaine Maide in the extreamity of 
cold weather, (as it fell out) tooke an uncertaine journey, 
in her intent fliort, not above foure miles, yet long in 
event; for lofing her way, fliee wandred fixe or feaven 
dayes in moft bitter weather, not having one bit of bread 
to ftrengthen her, fometimes a frefti Spring quenched her 
thirft, which was all the refrefhment flie had ; the Snow 
being upon the ground at firft, fliee might have trackt her 
owne foot-fteps backe againe, but wanting that underftand- 
ing, flxee wandred, till God by his fpeciall providence 
brought her to the place flxee went from, where flie lives 
to this day. 

The hard Winters are commonly the fore-runners of 
pleafant Spring-times, and fertile Summers, being iudged 
likewife to make much for the health of our Englijh 
bodies : It is found to be more healthfull for fuch as fliall 
adventure thither, to come towards Winter, than the hot 

Summer; 
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Summer; the Climate in Winter is commonly cold and 
dry, the Snow lies long, which is thought to be no fmall 
nourifhing to the ground. For the Indians burning it to 
fuppreffe the under-wood, which elfe would grow all over 
the Countrey, the Snow falling not long after, keepes the 
ground warme, and with his melting conveighs the afhes 
into the pores of the earth, which doth fatten it. It hath 
beene obferved, that English Wheate and Rye proves 
better, which is Winter fowne, and is kept warme by the 
Snow, than that which is fowne in the Spring. The 
Summers be hotter than in England ; becaufe of their 
more Southeme latitude, yet are they tollerable; being 
often cooled with frefh blowing windes, it feldome being 
fo hot as men are driven from their labours, efpecially 
fuch whofe imployments are within doores, or under the 
coole fhade: fervants have hitherto beene priviledged to 
reft from their labours in extreame hot weather, from ten 
of the clocke till two, which they regaine by their early 
rifmg in the morning, and double diligence in coole 
weather. The Summers are commonly hot and dry, there 
being feldome any raines ; I have knowne it fixe or leaven 
weekes, before one fhower hath moyftened the Plowmans 
labour, yet the Harveft hath beene very good, the Indian 
Corne requiring more heate than wet; for the Engli/k 
Corne, it is refrefht with the nightly dewes, till it grow vp 
to (hade his roots with his owne fubflance from the parch- 
ing Sunne. In former times the Raine came feldome, but 
very violently, continuing his drops, (which were great 
and many) fometimes foure and twenty houres together; 
fometimes eight and fourty, which watered the ground for 
a long time after; but of late the Seafons be much altered, 
the raine comming oftner, but more moderately, with lefTe 
thunder and lightnings, and fuddaine gufts of winde. I 
dare be bold to afBrme it, that I faw not fo much raine, 
raw colds, and mifly fogges in foure yeares in thofe parts, 

as 
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as was in England in the fpace of foure Moneths the laft 
Winter; yet no man at the yeares end, complained of too 
much drought, or too little raine. The times of moft 
Raine, are in the beginning of Aprill^ and at Michaelmas. 
The early Springs and long Summers make but Ihort 
Autumnes and Winters. In the Spring, when the Graffe 
beginnes to put forth, it growes apace, fo that where it 
was all blacke by reafon of Winters burnings, in a fort- 
night there will be Graffe a foote high. 



Chap. III. 

Of the Climate^ lengthy and JhortneJJe of day and nighty 
with the fuiteableneffe of it to Engltfh bodies for 

health and fickneffe. 

THE Countrey being nearer the Equino6tiall than 
England^ the dayes and nights be more equally divi- 
ded. In Summer the dayes be two hours Ihorter, and 
likewife in Winter two houres longer than in England. In 
a word, both Summer and Winter is more commended of 
the EngHfh there, than the Summer Winters, and Winter 
Summers of England''^ and who is there that could not 
wifh, that Englands Climate were as it hath beene in 
quondam times, colder in Winter, and hotter in Summer? 
or who will condemne that which is as England hath 
beene ? Virginia having no Winter to fpeake of, but ex- 
treame hot Summers, hath dried up much Engltfh blood, 
and by peftiferous difeafes fwept away many lufty bodies, 
changing their complexion not into fwarthineffe, but into 
Paleneffe ; fo that when as they come for trading into our 
parts, wee can know many of them by their faces. This 
alteration certainely comes not from any want of vi6luals 
or neceffary foode, for their foyle is very fertile and pleaf- 
ant, yeelding both Come and Cattle plenty, but rather from 

c the 
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the Climate, which indeede is found to be hotter than is 
fuiteable to an ordinary Englijh conftitution. 

In New England both men and women keepe their 
naturall complexions, in fo much as Sea men wonder 
when they arrive in tiiofe parts, to fee their Countrey-men 
fo frefh and ruddy: If the Sunne doth tanne any, yet the 
Winters cold reftores them to their former complexion; 
and as it is for the outward complexion, fo it is for the 
inward conftitution; not very many being troubled with 
inflammations, or fuch difeafes as are encreafed by too 
much heate: and whereas I fay, not very many, yet dare I 
not exclude any; for death being certaine to all, in all 
Nations there muft be fomething tending to death of like 
certainty. The foundeft bodies are mortall and fubjeft to 
change, therefore fall into difeafes, and from difeafes to 
death. Now the two chiefe meflengers of mortality, be 
Feavers and Callentures\ but they be eafily helpt, if taken 
in time, and as eafily prevented of any that will not prove 
a meere foole to his body. For the common difeafes of 
England^ they be flrangers to the Englifli now in that 
ftrange Land. To my knowledge I never knew any that 
had the Poxe, Meafels, Greene-ficknefle, Head-aches, 
Stone, or Consumptions, &c. Many that have come in- 
firme out of England^ retaine their old grievances ftill, and 
fome that were long troubled with lingering difeafes, as 
Coughs of the lungs, Confumptions, &c. haue beene re- 
ftored by that medicineable Climate to their former ftrength 
and heaJth. God hath beene pleafed fo to blefle men in 
the health of their bodies, that I dare confidently fay it, 
out of that Towne firom whence I came, in three yeares 
and a halfe, there dyed but three, one of which was crazed 
before he came into the Land ; the other were two Chil- 
dren borne at one birth before their time, the Mother 
being accidentally hurt. To make good which lofies, I 
have feene foure Children Baptized at a time, which wipes 

away 
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away that . common afperfion, that women have no Chil- 
dren, being a meere falfity, there being as fweete lufty 
Children as in any other Nation, and reckoning fo many 
for fo many, more double births than in England; the 
women likewife having a more fpeedy recovery, and gath- 
ering of strength after their delivery than in England. 

The last Argument to confirme the healthfulneffe of the 
Countrey, fhall be from mine owne experience, who although 
in England I was brought up tenderly under the carefuU 
hatching of my deareft friends, yet fcarce could I be 
acquainted with health, having beene let blood fixe times 
for the Pleuri/ie before I went; likewife being affailed 
with other weakning difeafes ; but being planted in that 
new Soyle and healthfuU Ayre, which was more corre- 
fpondent to my nature, (I fpeake it with praife to the 
mercifuU God) though my occafions have beene to pafTe 
thorow heate and cold, wet, and dry, by Sea and Land, in 
Winter and Summer, day by day, for foure yeares to- 
gether, yet fcarfe did I know what belonged to a dayes 
fickneffe. 



Chap, 1 1 1 I. 
0/ the nature of the Soyle. 

THe Soyle is for the generall a warme kinde of earth, 
there being little cold-fpewing land, no Morilh 
Fennes, no Quagmires, the loweft grounds be the Marlhes, 
over which every full and change the Sea flowes : thefe 
Marflhes be rich ground, and bring plenty of Hay, of 
which the Cattle feed and like, as if they were fed with 
the beft up-land Hay in New England^ of which likewife 
there is great ftore which growes commonly between the 
Marlhes and the Woods. This Medow ground lies higher 
than the Marfhes, whereby it is freed from the over-flow- 
ing 
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ing of the Seas ; and befides this, in many places where 
the Tres grow thinne, there is good fodder to be got 
amongft the Woods, There be likewife in divers places 
neare the plantations great broad Medowes, wherein grow 
neither Ihrub nor Tree, lying low, in which Plaines 
growes as much graffe, as may be throwne out with a 
Sithe, thicke and long, as high as a mans middle; fome as 
high as the (houlders, fo that a good mower may cut three 
loads in a day. But many obie6t, this is but a courfe 
fodder: True it is, that it is not fo fine to the eye as 
Englijh graffe, but it is not fowre, though it grow thus 
ranke; but being made into Hay, the Cattle eate it as well 
as it were Lea-hay and like as well with it; I doe not 
thinke England can (hew, fairer Cattle either in Winter, 
or Summer, than is in thofe parts both Winter and Sum- 
mer; being generally larger and better of milch, and 
bring forth young as ordinarily as Cattle doe in England^ 
and have hitherto beene free from many difeafes that are 
incident to Cattle in England. 

To retume to the Subjeft in hand, there is fo much hay- 
ground in the Countrey, as the richeft voyagers that fhall 
venture thither, neede not feare want of fodder, though 
his Heard increafe into thoufands, there being thoufands 
of Acres that yet was never medled with. And whereas 
it hath beene reported, that fome hath mowne a day for 
halfe of a loade of Hay : I doe not fay, but it may be true, 
a man may doe as much, and get as little in England^ on 
Salijbury Plaine, or in other places where Graffe cannot 
be expefted: So Hay-ground is not in all places in New 
England: Wherefore it Ihall behoue every man according 
to his calling, and eftate, to looke for a fit lituation at the 
firfl; and if hee be one that intends to live on his ftocke, 
to choofe the graffie Vallies before the woody Mountaines* 
Furthermore, whereas it hath beene generally reported in 
many places of England^ that the Graffe growes not in 

those 
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thofe places where it was cut the fore-going yeares, it is a 
meere falfliood ; for it growes as well the enfuing Spring 
as it did before, and is more fpiery and thicke, like our 
Englijh Graffe: and in fuch places where the Cattle ufe to 
graze, the ground is much improved in the Woods, grow- 
ing more graffie, and leffe weedy. The worft that can be 
fayd againft the meddow-grounds, is becaufe there is little 
edifli or after-pafture, which may proceede from the late 
mowing, more than from any thing elfe; but though the 
edifli be not worth much, yet is there fuch plenty of other 
Grafle and feeding, that there is no want of Winter-fodder 
till December^ at which time men beginne to houfe their 
milch-cattle and Calves: Some, notwithftanding the cold 
of the Winter, have their young Cattle without doores, 
giving them meate at morning and evening. For the 
more upland grounds, there be different kinds, in fome 
places clay, fome gravell, fome a red fand; all which are 
covered with a black mould, in fome places above a foote 
deepe, in other places not fo deepe. There be very few 
that have the experience of the ground, that can condemne 
it of barrenneffe ; although many deeme it barren, becaufe 
the Engli/k ufe to manure their land with fifli, which they 
doe not becaufe the land could not bring corne without it, 
but becaufe it brings more with it; the land like wife being 
kept in hart the longer: befides, the plenty of fifli which 
they have for little or nothing, is better fo ufed, than caft 
away; but to argue the goodnefle of the ground, the 
Indians who are too lazie to catch fifli, plant corne eight 
or ten yeares in one place without it, having very good 
crops. Such is the rankenefle of the ground that it mufl: 
bee sowne the firil yeare with Indian Corne, which is a 
foaking graine, before it will be fit for to receive Englijh 
feede. In a word, as there is no ground fo purely good, 
as the long forced and improoved grounds of England^ fo 
is there none fo extreamely bad as in many places of 

England^ 
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England^ that as yet have not beene manured and im- 
proved; the woods of New England being accounted 
better ground than the Forrefts of England or woodland 
ground, or heathy plaines. 

For the naturall foyle, I preferre it before the countrey 
of Surry, or Middlefex, which if they were not inriched 
with continuall manurings, would be leffe fertile than the 
meaneil ground in New England; wherefore it is ne3rther 
impoffible, nor much improbable, that upon improvements 
the foile may be as good in time as England. And 
whereas fome gather the ground to be naught, and foone 
out of hart, becaufe Plimoutk men remove from their old 
habitations, I anfwer, they do no more remove from their 
habitation, than the Citizen w^ hath one houfe in the 
Citty & another in the Countrey, for his pleafure, health, 
& profit. For although they have taken new plots of 
ground, and built houfes upon them, yet doe they retaine 
their old houfes ftill, and repaire to them every Sabbath 
day; neyther doe they efteeme their old lots w^orfe than 
when they firft tooke them : what if they doe not plant on 
them every yeare ? I hope it is no ill husbandry to reft the 
land, nor is alwayes that the worft that lies fometimes 
fallow. If any man doubt of the goodneffe of the ground, 
let him comfort himfelfe with the cheapeneffe of it; fuch 
bad land in England I am fure wil bring in ftore of good 
monie. This ground is in fome places of a foft mould, 
and eafie to plow ; in other places fo tough and hard, that 
I have feene ten Oxen toyled, their Iron chaines broken, 
and their Shares and Coulters much ftrained : but after the 
firft breaking up it is fo eafie, that two Oxen and a Horfe 
may plow it; there hath as good Englijh Corne growne 
there, as could be defired; efpecially Rie and Oates, and 
Barly : there hath beene no great tryall as yet of Wheate, 
and Beanes; onely thus much I affirme, that thefe two 
graines grow well in Gardens, therefore it is not improba- 
ble, 
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ble, but when they can gather feede of that which is fowne 
in the countrey, it may grow as well as an)' other Graine : 
but commonly the feede that commeth out of England is 
heated at Sea, and therefore cannot thrive at land. 



Chap. V. 
Of the HearbeSj Fruites^ Woods^ Waters and Mineralls. 

THe ground afFoards very good kitchin Gardens, for' 
Turneps, Parfnips, Carrots, Radifhes, and Pumpions, 
Muskmillions, Isquouterqualhes, Coucumbers, Onyons, and 
whatfoever growes well in England^ growes as well there, 
many things being better and larger: there is likewife 
growing all manner of Hearbes for meate, and medicine, 
and that not onely in planted Gardens, but in the Woods, 
without eyther the art or the helpe of man, as fweet Mar- 
joran, Purfelane, Sorrell, Peneriall, Yarrow, Mirtle, Saxi- 
farilla, Bayes, &c. There is likewife Strawberries in 
abundance, very large ones, fome being two inches about; 
one may gather halfe a bufhell in a forenoone : In other 
feafons there bee Goofeberries, Bilberies, Resberies, Trea- 
ckleberies, Hurtleberries, Currants ; which being dryed in 
the Sunne are little inferiour to thofe that our Grocers fell 
in England: This land likewife afFoards Hempe and Flax, 
fome naturally, and fome planted by the Englijh^ with 
Rapes if they bee well managed. For fuch commodities 
as lie underground, I cannot out of mine owne experience 
or knowledge fay much, having taken no great notice of 
fuch things ; but it is certainely reported that there is Iron, 
ftone; and the Indians informe us that they can leade us 
to the mountaines of blacke Lead, and have Ihowne us 
lead ore, if our fmall judgement in fuch things doe not 
deceive us: and though no body dare confidently con- 
clude, yet dare they not utterly deny, but that the Span^ 

iards 
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iards bliffe may lye hid in the barren Mountaines, fuch as 
have coafted the countrey affirme that they know where 
to fetch Seacole if wood were fcant; there is plenty of 
ftone both rough and fmooth, ufefuU for many things, with 
quarries of Slate, out of which they get covering for 
houfes, with good clay, whereof they make Tiles and 
Brickes, and pavements for their neceffary ufes. 

For the Countrey it is as well watered as any land 
under the Sunne, every family, or every two families 
having a fpring of fweet waters betwixt them, which is 
farre different from the waters of England^ being not fo 
fliarpe, but of a fatter fubftance, and of a more jetty 
colour; it is thought there can be no better water in the 
world, yet dare I not preferre it before good Beere, as 
fome have done, but any man will choofe it before bad 
Beere, Wheay, or Buttermilke. Thofe that drinke it be 
as healthfull, frelh, and luftie, as they that drinke beere; 
Thefe fprings be not onely within land, but likewife bor- 
dering upon the Sea coafts, fo that fome times the tides 
overflow fome of them, which is accounted rare in the mofl: 
parts of England^ No man hitherto hath beene con- 
flrained to digge deepe for his water, or to fetch it farre, 
or to fetch of feverall waters for feverall ufes ; one kind of 
water ferving for wafhing, and brewing and other things. 
Now befides thefe fprings, there be divers fpacious ponds 
in many places of the Countrey, out of which runne many 
fweet ftreames, which are conftant in their courfe both 
winter and fummer, whereat the Cattle quench their thirft, 
and upon which may be built water mills, as the planta-^ 
tion encreafes. 

The next commoditie the land affords, is good flore of 
Woods, & that not onely fuch as may be needfuU for 
fewell, but Hkewife for the building of Ships, and houfes, 
& Mils, and all manner of water-worke about which 
Wood is needefulL The Timber of the Countrey growes 

flraight. 
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ftraight, and tall, fome trees being twenty, fome thirty foot 
high, before they fpread forth their branches ; generally the 
Trees be not very thicke, though there be many that will 
ferve for Mill pofts, fome beeing three foote and a halfe 
o're. And whereas it is generally conceived, that the 
woods grow fo thicke, that there is no more cleare ground 
than is hewed out by labour of man ; it is nothing fo ; in 
many places, divers Acres being cleare, fo that one may 
ride a hunting in moft places of the land, if he will ven- 
ture himfelfe for being loft: there is no underwood faving 
in fwamps, and low grounds that are wet, in which the 
Englijh get Ofiers, and Hafles, and fuch fmall wood as is 
for their ufe. Of thefe fwamps, fome be ten, fome twenty, 
fome thirty miles long, being preferved by the wetnefTe of 
the foile wherein they grow; for it being the cuftome of 
the Indians to bume the wood in November^ when the 
graffe is withered, and leaves dryed, it confumes all the 
underwood, and rubbifh, which otherwife would over grow 
the Country, making it unpaffable, and spoile their much 
affefted hunting: fo that by this meanes in thofe places 
where the Indians inhabit, there is fcarce a bufh or bram- 
ble, or any comberfome underwood to bee /eene in the 
more champion ground. Small wood growing in thefe 
places where the fire could not come, is preferved. In fome 
places where the Indians dyed of the Plague fome foure- 
teene yeares agoe, is much underwood, as in the mid way 
betwixt Weffagufcus and Plimouthy becaufe it hath not 
beene burned ; certaine Rivers ftopping the fire from com- 
ming to cleare that place of the countrey, hath made it 
unufefuU and troublefome to travell thorow, in fo much 
that it is called ragged plaine, becaufe it teares and rents 
the cloathes of them tiiat paffe. Now^ becaufe it may be 
neceffary for mechanicall artificers to know what Timber, 
and wood of ufe is in the Countrey, I will recite the moft 
ufefull as foUoweth. 

D Trees 
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Trees both in hills andplaineSj in plenty be^ 

The long liifd Oake^ and mournefull Cypris tree^ 

Skie towring pinesy and Che/nuts coated roughs 

The lajling Cedar^ with the Walnut tough : 

The rozin dropping Firrefor majls in ufe^ 

The boatmen- feeke for Oares lights neate growne fprewfe^ 

The brittle AJh^ the ever trembling Afpes^ 

The broad'fpread Elme^ whofe concave harbours wafpes^ 

The water fpungie Alder good for nought^ 

Small Elderne by tK Indian Fletchers fought^ 

The knottie Maple, pallid Birtch, Hawthornes, 

The Home bound tree that to be cloven fcornes ; 

Which from the tender Vine oft takes his fpoufe^ 

Who iwinds imbracing armes about his boughes. 

Within this Indian Orchard fruites be fome. 

The rucUiie Cherrie, and the jettie Plumbe, 

Snake murthering Hazelly with fweet Saxaphrage, 

Whofe fpurnes in beere allayes hot fevers rage. 

The Diars Shumach, with more trees there be. 

That are both good to ufe, and rare to fee. 

Though many of thefe trees may feeme to have epi- 
thites contrary to the nature of them as they grow in 
England, yet are they agreeable with the Trees of that 
Countrie. The chiefe and common Timber for ordinary 
ufe is Oake, and Walnut: Of Oakes there be three kindes, 
the red Oake, white, and blacke; as thefe are different in 
kinde, fo are they chofen for fuch ufes as they are moft fit 
for, one kind being more fit for clappboard, others for 
fawne board, fome fitter for fhipping, others for houfes. 
Thefe Trees affoard much Maft for Hogges, efpecially 
every third yeare, bearing a bigger Acorne than our 
Englifh Oake. The Wallnut tree is fomething different 
from the Englifh Wallnut, being a ^eat deale more tough, 
and more Serviceable, and altogether as heavier and 
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whereas our Gunnes that are flocked with Englijh Wall- 
nut, are foone broaken and cracked in froft, beeing a brit- 
tle Wood; we are driven to ftocke them new with the 
Country Wallnut, which will indure all blowes, and 
weather; lafting time out of minde. Thefe trees beare a 
very good Nut, fomething fmaller, but nothing inferiour in 
fweetneffe and goodneffe to the Englijh Nut, having no 
bitter pill. There is likewife a tree in fome part of the 
Countrey, that beares a Nut as bigge as a fmall peare. 
The Cedar tree is a tree of no great growth, not bearing 
above a foot and a halfe fquare at the moft, neither is it 
very high. I fuppofe they be much inferiour to the Cedars 
of Lebanon fo much commended in holy writ. This wood 
is more defired for ornament than fubftance, being of 
colour red and white like Eugh, fmelling as fweete as 
luniper; it is commonly ufed for feeling of houfes, and 
making of Chefts, boxes, and ftaves. The Firre and Pine 
bee trees that grow in many places, Ihooting up exceeding 
high, efpecially the Pine: they doe afford good mafts, 
good board, Rozin and Turpentine. Out of thefe Pines is 
gotten the candlewood that is fo much fpoken of, which 
may ferve for a fhifl amongfl poore folkes ; but I cannot 
commend it for fingular good, becaufe it is fomething 
fluttifh, dropping a pitchie kinde of fubflance where it 
flands. Here no doubt might be good done with faw 
mils; for I have feene of thefe flately highgrowne trees, 
ten miles together clofe by the River fide, from whence by 
fhipping they might be conveyed to any defired Port. 
Likewife it is not improbable that Pitch and Tarre may 
be forced from thefe trees, which beare no other kinde of 
fruite. For that countrey Afh, it is much different fi-om 
the Afh of England^ being brittle and good for little, fo 
that Wallnut is ufed for it. The Home-bound tree is a 
tough kind of Wood, that requires fo much paines in 
riving as is almofl incredible, being the befl for to make 

holies 
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boUes and difhes, not being fubjedl to cracke or leake. 
This tree growing with broad fpread Armes, the vines 
winde their curling branches about them; which vines 
affoard great ftore of grapes, which are very big both for 
the grape and Clufter, fweet and good: Thefe be of two 
forts, red and white, there is likewife a finaller kind of 
grape, which groweth in the Iflands which is sooner ripe 
and more dele6table; fo that there is no knowne reafon 
why as good wine may not be made in thofe parts, as well 
as in Burdeuax in France ; being under the same degree. 
It is great pittie no man fets upon fuch a venture, whereby 
he might in fmall time inrich himfelfe, and benefit the 
Countrie, I know nothing which doth hinder but want of 
skilfiiU men to manage fuch an imployment: For the 
countrey is hot enough, the ground good enough, and 
many convenient hills which lye toward the fouth Sunne, 
as if they were there placed for the purpofe. The Cherrie 
trees yeeld great ftore of Cherries, which grow on clufters 
like grapes ; they be much fmaller than our Englijh Cher- 
rie, nothing neare fo good if they be not very ripe: they 
fo furre the mouth that the tongue will cleave to the roofe, 
and the throate wax horfe with fwallowing thofe red 
Bullies (as I may call them,) being little better in tafte. 
Englijh ordering may bring them to be an Englijh Cherrie, 
but yet they are as wilde as the Indians. The Plummes of 
the Countrey be better for Plummes than the Cherries be 
for Cherries, they be blacke and yellow about the bigneffe 
of a Damfon, of a reafonable good tafte. The white 
thorne affords hawes as bigge as an Englijh Cherrie, 
which is efteemed above a Cherrie for his goodneffe and 
pleafantnefTe to the tafte. 

Chap. VI. 
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Chap. V I. 

0/ the Beajls that live on the land. 

Aving related unto you the pleafant fituation of the 
Countrey, the healthfulneffe of the climate, the na- 
ture of the foile, with his vegetatives, and other commodi- 
ties ; it will not be amiffe to informe you of fuch irrationall 
creatures as are daily bred and continually nourifhed in 
this countrey, which doe much conduce to the well being 
of the Inhabitants, affording not onely meate for the belly, 
but cloathing for the backe. The beafts be as foUoweth. 

The kingly Lyon^ and thejlrong arnCd Beare 
The large limbed Moofes^ with the tripping Deare^ 
Quill darting Porcupines^ and Rackcoones bee^ 
Cajlelld in the hollow of an aged tree ; 
Thejkipping Squerrell^ Rabbet^ purblinde Hare^ 
Immured in thefelfefame Cajlle are^ 
Leajl red-eyed Ferrets^ wily Foxes Jhould 
Them undermine^ if rampird but with mould. 
The grim fac^t Ounce^ and ravenous howling Woolfe, 
Whofe meagre paunch fuckes like a fwallowinggulfe. 
Blacke gliflering Otters^ and rich coated Bever^ 
The Civet fented Mufquafh fmelling ever. 

Concerning Lyons, I will not fay that I ever faw any 
my felfe, but fome affirme that they have feene a Lyon at 
Cape Anne which is not above iix leagues from Boflon : 
fome Hkewife being loft in woods, have heard fuch terrible 
roarings, as have made them much agaft; which muft 
eyther be Devills or Lyons; there being no other crea- 
tures which ufe to roare faving Beares, which have not 
fuch a terrible kind of roaring: befides, Plimouth men 
have traded for Lyons skinnes in former times. But fure 

it 
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it is that there be Lyons on that Continent, for the Vir- 
ginians faw an old Lyon in their plantations, who having 
loft his lackall, which was wont to hunt his prey, was 
brought fo poore that he could goe no further. For 
Beares they be common, being a great blacke kind of 
Beare, which be moft fierce in Strawberry time, at which 
time they have young ones ; at this time likewife they will 
goe upright like a man, and clime trees, and swimme to 
the Iflands; which if the Indians fee, there will be more 
fportfuU Beare bayting than Paris Garden can affoard. 
For feeing the Beares take water, an Indian will leape 
after him, where they goe to water cuftes for bloody nofes, 
and fcratched fides; in the end the man gets the viftory, 
riding the Beare over the watery plaine till he can beare 
him no longer. In the winter they take themfelves to the 
clifls of rockes, and thicke fwamps, to fhelter them from 
the cold; and foode being fcant in thofe cold and hard 
times, they live onely by fleeping and fucking their pawes, 
which keepeth them as fat as they are in Summer ; there 
would be more of them if it were not for the Woolves, 
which devoure them; a kennell of thofe ravening runna- 
gadoes, fetting on a poore fingle Beare, will teare him as a 
Dogge will teare a Kid : it would be a good change if the 
countrey had for every Woolfe a Beare, upon the condi- 
tion all the woolves were banifhed; fo fhould the inhabi- 
tants be not onely rid of their greateft annoyance, but 
fumifhed with more ftore of provifions, Beares being ac- 
counted very good meate, efteemed of all men above 
Venifon : againe they never prey upon the Englijh cattle, 
or offer to affault the perfon of any man, unleffe being 
vexed with a fhot, and a man run upon them before they 
be dead, in which cafe they will fland in their owne de- 
fence, as may appeare by this inflance. Two men going a 
fowling, appointed at evening to meete at a certaine pond 
fide, to fhare equally, and to returne home; one of thefe 
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Gunners having killed a Seale or Sea calfe, brought it to 
the fide of the pond where hee was to meete his comrade, 
afterwards returning to the Sea fide for more gaine ; and 
having loaded himfelfe with more Geefe and Duckes, he 
repaired to the pond, where hee faw a great Beare feeding 
on his Seale, which caufed him to throw downe his loade, 
and give the Beare a falute ; which though it was but with 
Goofe Ihot, yet tumbled him over and over, whereupon 
the man fuppofing him to be in a manner dead, ran and 
beate him with the hand of his Gunne; The Beare per- 
ceiving him to be fuch a coward to flxike him when he 
was down, fcrambled up, flanding at defiance with him, 
fcratching his legges, tearing his cloathes and face, who 
fl;ood it out till his fix foot Gunne was broken in the mid- 
dle, then being deprived of his weapon, he ran up to the 
flioulders into the pond, where hee remained till the Beare 
was gone, and his mate come in, who accompanied him 
home. 

The beaft called a Moofe, is not much unlike red Deare, 
this beaft is as bigge as an Oxe ; flow of foote, headed like 
a Bucke, with a broade beame, fome being two yards 
wide in the head, their flefli is as good as Beefe, their 
hides good for cloathing; The Englijh have fome thoughts 
of keeping them tame, and to accuftome them to the 
yoake, which will be a great commoditie : Firft becaufe 
they are fo finiitfiiU, bringing forth three at a time, being 
likewife very uberous. Secondly, becaufe they will live 
in winter without any fodder. There be not many of 
thefe in the MaJ/acku/ets bay^ but forty miles to the North- 
eaft there be great ftore of them ; Thefe pore beafts like- 
wife are much devoured by the Woolves : The ordinary 
Deare be much bigger than the Deare of England^ of a 
brighter colour, more inclining to red, with fpotted bellies ; 
the moft ftore of thefe be in winter, when the more 
Northerne parts of the countrey bee cold for them ; they 
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defire to be neare the Sea, fo that they may fwimme to the 
Iflands when they are chafed by the Woolves : It is not to 
be thought into what great multitudes they would encreafe, 
were it not for the common devourer the Woolfe ; They 
have generally three at a time, which they hide a mile one 
from another, giving them fucke by turnes ; thus they doe, 
that if the Woolfe fliould finde one, he might miffe of the 
other. Thefe Deare be fat in the deepe of winter; In 
Summer it is hard catching of them with the beft Grey- 
hounds that may be procured, becaufe they bee fwift of 
foote. Some credible perfons have affirmed, that they 
have feene a Deare leape three fcore feet at little or no 
forcement; befides, there be fo many old trees, rotten 
flumps, and Indian bames, that a dog cannot well run 
without being fhoulder-fliot ; yet would I not difTwade any 
from carrying good dogges ; for in the winter time they be 
very ufefuU ; for when the fnow is hard frozen, the Deare 
being heavie, finkes into the fnow, the doggs being light 
runne upon the top and overtake them, and pull them 
downe : fome by this meanes have gotten twenty Buckes 
and Does in a winter, the homes of thefe Deare grow in 
fuch a ftraight manner, (overhanging their heads) that 
they cannot feede upon fuch things as grow low, till they 
have caft their old homes: of thefe Deare there be a 
great many, and more in the Majfaehufets bay, than in any 
other place, which is a great helpe and refrefhment to thefe 
planters. The Porcupine is a fmall thing not much unlike 
a Hedgehog; fomething bigger, who Hands upon his guard 
and proclaimes a Noli me tangere^ to man and beaft, that 
fhall approach too neare him, darting his quills into their 
legges, and hides. The Rackoone is a deepe furred beaft, 
not much unlike a Badger, having a tayle like a Fox, as 
good meate as a Lambe; there is one of them in the 
Tower. Thefe beafts in the day time fleepe in hollow 
trees, in the moone fhine night they goe to feede on 
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clammes at a low tide, by the Sea fide, where the Englifh 
hunt them with their dogges. The Squerrells be of three 
forts, firft the great gray Squerrell, which is almofl as bigge 
as an Englifh Rabbet; of tiiefe there be the greateft plenty, 
one may kill a dozen of them in an afternoone, about three 
of the clocke they begin to walke. The fecond is a fmall 
Squerrell, not unlike the Englifh Squerrell, which doth 
much trouble the planters of Corne, fo that they are con- 
ftrained to fet divers Trappes, and to carry their Cats into 
the Come fields, till their corne be three weekes old. The 
third kind is a flying Squerrell, which is not very bigge, 
flender of body, with a great deale of loofe skinne which 
fhee fpreads fquare when fhee flyes, which the winde gets, 
and fo wafts her Batlike body from place to place ; it is a 
creature more for fight and wonderment, than eyther 
pleafure or profit. The Rabbets be much like ours in 
England. The Hares be fome of them white, and a yard 
long; thefe two harmeleffe creatures are glad to fhelter 
themfelves fi-om the harmefuU Foxes, in hollow trees, 
having a hole at the entrance no bigger than they can 
creepe in at ; if they Ihould make them holes in the 
ground, as our Englifh Rabbets doe, the undermining 
Renoilds would rob them of their lives, and extirpate 
their generation. The beafts of offence be Squunckes, 
Ferrets, Foxes, whofe impudence fometimes drives them 
to the good wives Hen rooft, to fill their Paunch : fome of 
thefe be blacke ; their furre is of much efteeme. 

The Ounce or the wilde Cat, is as big as a mungrell 
dog, this creature is by nature feirce, and more dangerous 
to bee met withall than any other creature, not fearing 
eyther dogge or man; he ufeth to kill Deare, which hee 
thus effefteth: Knowing the Deares trafts, hee will lye 
lurking in long weedes, the Deare paffing by he fuddenly 
leapes upon his backe, from thence gets to his necke, and 
fcratcheth out his throate ; he hath likewife a devife to get 

E Geefe, 



26 Ne^ Eng lands ProspeSi. Part i. 

Geefe, for being much of the colour of a Goofe he will 
place himfelfe clofe by the water, holding up his bob taile, 
which is like a Goofe necke; the Geefe feeing this coun- 
terfet Goofe, approach nigh to vifit him, who with a fud- 
daine jerke apprehends his miflruftleffe prey. The Englifh 
kill many of thefe, accounting them very good meate. 
Their skmnes be a very deepe kind of Furre, fpotted 
white and black on the belly. The Woolves bee in fome 
refpeft different from them of other countries; it was 
never knowne yet that a Woolfe ever fet upon a man or 
woman. Neytiier do they trouble horfes or cowes; but 
fwine, goates and red calves which they take for Deare, 
be often deftroyed by them, fo that a red calfe is cheaper 
than a blacke one in that regard; in Autumne and the 
beginning of the Spring, thefe ravenous rangers doe moft 
frequent our Engli/h habitations, following the Deare 
which come downe at that time to thofe parts. They be 
made much like a Mungrell^ being big boned, lanke 
paunched, deepe breafted, having a thicke necke, and 
head, pricke eares, and long fnoute, with dangerous teeth, 
long ftaring haire, and a great bufh taile ; it is thought of 
many, that our Englifh Maftiffes might be too hard for 
them; but it is no fuch matter, for they care no more for 
an ordinary Maftiffe, than an ordinary Maftiffe cares for a 
Curre ; many good Dogges have beene fpoyled with them. 
Once a faire Grayhound hearing them at their bowlings 
run out to chide them, who was tome in peeces before he 
could be refcued. One of them makes no more bones to 
runne away with a Pigge, than a Dogge to runne away 
with a Marrow bone. It is obferved that they have no 
joynts from the head to the tayle, which prevents them 
from leaping, or fuddaine turning, as may appeare by what 
I Ihall fliew you. A certaine man having Ihot a Woolfe, 
as he was feeding upon a Swine, breaking his legge onely, 
hee knew not how to devife his death, on a fuddaine, the 
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Woolfe being a blacke one, he was loath to fpoyle his furre 
with a fecond fliot, his skinne being worth five or sixe 
pound Sterling; wherefore hee refolved to get him by the 
tayle, and thruft him into a River that was hard by ; which 
effedted, the Woolfe being not able to turne his joyntleffe 
body to bite him, was taken. That they cannot leape, may 
appeare by this Woolfe, whofe mouth watering at a few 
poore impaled Kiddes, would needes leape over a five- 
foote pale to be at them ; but his foote flipping in the rife, 
he fell a little fhort of his defire, and being hung in the 
Carpenters ftockes, howled fo loud, that he frighted away 
the Kids, and called the Englifh^ who killed him. Thef^ 
be killed dayly in fome place or other, either by the Eng^ 
li/hy or Indian ; who have a certaine rate for every head : 
Yet is there little hope of their utter deftru6tion, the 
Countrey being fo fpacious, and they fo numerous, travel- 
ling in the Swamps by Kennels : fometimes ten or twelve 
are of a company. Late at night, and early in the morn- 
ing, they fet up their bowlings, and call their companies 
together at night to hunt, at morning to fleepe ; in a word 
they be the greateft inconveniency the Countrey hath, both 
for matter of dammage to private men in particular, and 
the whole Countrey in generalK 



Chap. VII. 
Beafts living in the water. 

FOr all creatures that liv'd both by Land and Water, 
they be firft Otters, which be moft of them blacke, 
whofe furre is much ufed for MufFes, and are held almoft 
as deare as Beaver, The flelh of them is none of the 
bell meate, but their Oyle is of rare ufe for many things. 
Secondly, Martins, a good furre for their bigneffe : Thirdly, 

Mufquaihes, 
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Mufquafhes, which be much like a Beaver for Ihape, but 
nothing neare fo bigge ; the Male hath two ftones which 
fmell as fweete as Muske, and being killed in Winter, 
never lofe their fweete fmell : Thefe skinnes are no bigger 
than a Coney-skinne, yet are fold for five fhillings a peice, 
being fent for Tokens into England. One good skinne 
will perfume a whole houfe-fuU of cloathes, if it be right 
and good. Fourthly, the Beaver, concerning whom if I 
Ihould at large difcourfe, according to knowledge or infor- 
mation, I might make a Volumne. The wifdome and 
underftanding of this Beaft, will almoft conclude him a 
reafonable creature: His fliape is thicke and fliort, having 
likewife fliort legs, feete like a Mole before, and behinde 
like a Goofe, a broad tayle in forme like a fliooe-foale, 
very tough and ftrong; his head is fomething like an Otters 
head, faving that his teeth before, be placed like the teeth 
of a Rabbet, two above, and two beneath; fliarpe and 
broad, with which he cuts downe Trees as thicke as a 
mans thigh, afterwards diuiding them into lengths, accord- 
ing to the ufe they are appointed for. If one Bever be too 
weake to carry the logge, then another helpes him; if 
they two be too weake, then Multorum manibus grande 
levatur onus ; foure more adding their helpe, being placed 
three to three, which fet their teeth in one anothers tough 
tayles, and laying the loade on the two hindermoft, they 
draw the logge to the defired place. That this may not 
feeme altogether incredible, remember that the like almoft 
may be feene in our Ants, which will joyne fometimes 
feaven or eight together in the carrying of a burthen. 
Thefe Creatures build themfelves houfes of wood and 
clay, clofe by the Ponds fides, and knowing the Seafons, 
build them anfwerable houfes, having them three ftories 
high, fo that as land-floods are raifed by great Raines, as 
the waters arife, they mount higher in their houfes; as 
they aflwage, they defcend lower againe. Thefe houfes 

are 
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are fo ftrong, that no creature faving an induftrious man 
with his penetrating tooles can prejudice them, their in- 
greffe and egreffe being vnder water. These make like- 
wife very good Ponds, knowing whence a ftreame runnes 
from betweene two rifing Hils, they will there pitch downe 
piles of Wood, placing finaller rubbifli before it with clay 
and fods, not leaving, till by their Art and Induftry they 
have made a firme and curious damme-head, which may 
draw admiration from wife underftanding men. Thefe 
creatures keepe themfelves to their owne families, never 
parting fo long as they are able to keepe houfe together: 
And it is commonly fayd, if any Beaver accidentally light 
into a ftrange place, he is made a drudge fo long as he 
lives there, to carry at the greater end of the logge, unleffe 
he creepe away by Health. Their wifedome fecures them 
from the Englijh^ who feldome, or neuer kills any of them, 
being not patient to lay a long fiege, or to be fo often de- 
ceived by their cunning evafions, fo that all the Beaver 
which the Englifk have, comes firft from the Indians^ whofe 
time and experience fits them for that imployment. 

Chap. VIII. 
Of the Birds and Fowles both of Land and Water. 

HAving fliewed you the moft defirable, ufefuU, and 
benificiall creatures, with the moft offenfive carrions 
that belong to our Wilderneffe, it remaines in the next 
place, to fliew you fuch kinds of Fowle as the Countrey 
affbords : They are many, and we have much variety both 
at Sea and on Land; and fuch as yeeld us much profit, 
and honeft pleafure, and are thefe that follow; as 

The Princely Eagle^ and thefoaring Hawkey 

Whom in their unknowne waves therms none can chawkei 

The 
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The Humberd for fome Queenes rich Cage morefity 

Than in the vacant WilcUrneffe to Jit. 

Thefwift winged Swallow /weeping to andfro^ 

Asfwift as arrow from Tartarian Bow. 

When as Aurora's infant day new fprings^ 

There tK morning mounting Larke herfweete laysfings. 

The harmonious Thrujh^ fwift Pigeon^ Turtles-dove^ 

Who to her mate doth ever con/lant prove: 

The Txirky^Phefantj Heathcocke^ Partridge rare^ 

The carrum-tearing Crow, and hurtfull Stare, 

The long liifd Raven, tK ominous Screech-Owle, 

Who tells as old wives fay, difaflers fouU. 

The drowfie Madge that leaves her day-Unfd nefl. 

And loves to roave when day-'birds be at refl\ 

TK Eele^-murthering Heame, and greedy Cormorant, 

That neare the Creekes in mori/h Matfhes haunt% 

The bellowing Bitterne, with the long^leg^d Crane^ 

Pref aging Winters hard, and dearth of graine. 

The Silver Swan that tunes her moumefull breathy 

To fing the dirge of her approaching deaths 

The tatling Oldwines, and the cackling Geefe, 

Thefearefull Gull thatfhunnes the m^urthering Peece. 

Theflrong winged Mallard, with the nimble Teale, 

Afid ill-fhapit Loone who his harfh notes cbthfqueale. 

There Widgins, Sheldrackes and Humilitees, 

Snites, Doppers, Sea-Larke^, in 'whole millions flees. 

The Eagles of the Countrey be of two forts, one like 
the Eagles that be in England, the other is fomething 
bigger with a great white hea4, and white tayle : thefe bee 
commonly called Gripes; thefe prey upon Duckes and 
Geefe, and fuch Filh as are caft upon the Sea-lhore. And 
although an Eagle be counted King of that feathered regi- 
ment, yet is there a certaine blacke Hawke that beates 
him; fo that hee is conftrayned to foare fo high, till heate 

expell 
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expell his adversary. This Hawke is much prized of the 
Indians^ being accounted a Sagamores ranfome. 

To Ipeake much of Hawkes, were to trefpaffe upon my 
owne judgement, and bring upon my felfe a deferved cen- 
fure, for abufing the Faulconers termes : But by relation 
from thofe that have more infight into them than my felfe : 
There be divers kinds of Hawkes : their Aieries are eafie 
to come by, being in the holes of Rockes, neare the fliore, * 
fo that any who are addi6ted to that fport, if he will be but 
at the charge of finding Poultry for them, may have his 
defires. We could wifh them well mew'd in England) 
for they make hauocke of Hens, Partridges, Heathcockes, 
and Duckes ; often hindering the Fowler of his long look't 
for flioote. The Humbird is one of the wonders of the 
Countrey, being no bigger than a Hornet, yet hath all the 
demenfions of a Bird, as bill, and wings, with quills, fpider- 
like legges, fmall clawes : For colour, fhe is as glorious as 
the Raine-bow; as fhe flies, fhe makes a little humming 
noife like a Humble-bee: wherefore fhee is called the 
Humbird. The Pigeon of that Countrey, is fomething 
different from our Dove-houfe Pigeons in England^ being 
more like Turtles, of the fame colour; but they haue long 
tayles like a Magpie.* And they feeme not fo bigge, be- 
caufe they carry not fo many feathers on their backes as 
our Englifh Doves, yet are they as bigge in body. Thefe 
Birds come into the Countrey, to goe to the North parts 
in the beginning of our Spring, at which time (if I may 
be counted worthy, to be beleeved in a thing that is not fo 
fbange as true) I have feene them fly as if the Ayerie 
regiment had beene Pigeons; feeing ne3iiier beginning 
nor ending, length, or breadth of thefe Millions of Millions. 
The fhouting of people, the ratling of Gunnes, and pelting of 
fmall fhotte could not drive them out of their courfe, but fo 
they continued for foure or five houres together: yet it 
mufl not be concluded, that it is thus often; for it is but at 

the 
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the beginning of the Spring, and at MichcLelmas^ when 
they retume backe to the Southward; yet are there fome 
all the yeare long, which are eafily attayned by fuch as 
looke after them. Many of them build amongft the Pine- 
trees, thirty miles to tie North-eaft of our plantations; 
joyning neft to neft, and tree to tree by their nefls, fo that 
the Sunne never fees the ground in that place, from whence 
the Indians fetch whole loades of them. 

The Turky is a very large Bird, of a blacke colour, yet 
white in flefh; much bigger than our Englifh Turky. He 
hath the ufe of his long legs fo ready, that he can runne 
as fall as a Dogge, and flye as well as a Goofe : of thefe 
fometimes there will be forty, threefcore, and a hundred 
of a flocke, fometimes more and fometimes lefTe; their 
feeding is Acornes, Hawes, and Berries, fome of them get 
a haunt to frequent our Englifh corne : In winter when the 
Snow covers the ground, they refort to the Sea fhore to 
look for Shrimps, & fuch fmal Fifhes at low tides. Such 
as love Turkie hunting, mull follow it in winter after a 
new falne Snow, when hee may follow them by their 
tra£ls ; fome have killed ten or a dozen in halfe a day ; if 
they can be found towards an evening and watched where 
they peirch, if one come about ten or eleaven of the 
clocke he may Ihoote as often as he will, they will fit, 
unleffe they be flenderly wounded. Thefe Turkies re- 
maine all the yeare long, the price of a good Turkie cocke 
is foure Ihillings ; and he is well worth it, for he may be in 
weight forty pound ; a Hen two Ihillings. Pheafons bee 
very rare, but Heathcockes, and Partridges be common ; 
he that is a husband, and will be ftirring betime, may kill 
halfe a dozen in a morning. 

The Partridges be bigger than they be in England^ the 
flelh of the Heathcockes is red, and the flelh of a Partridge 
white, their price is foure pence a peece. The Ravens, 
and the Crowes be much like them of other countries. 

There 
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There are no Magpies, lackedawes, Coockooes, layes, 
Sparrows, &c. The Stares be bigger than thofe in Eng- 
land^ as blacke as Crowes, being the moft troublefome, 
and injurious bird of all others, pulling up the cornes by 
the roots, when it is young, fo that thofe who plant by 
reedy and feggy places, where they frequent, are much 
annoyed with them, they being fo audacious that they feare 
not Guns, or their fellowes hung upon poles; but the 
Corne having a weeke or nine dayes growth is pall their 
fpoyling. The Owles be of two forts; the one being 
fmall fpeckled, like a Partridge, with eares, the other 
being a great Owle, almoft as big as an Eagle, his body 
beeing as good meate as a Partridge. Cormorants bee as 
common as other fowles, which deftroy abundance of fmall 
fifh, thefe are not worth the Ihooting becaufe they are the 
worft of fowles for meate, tailing ranke, and filhy : againe, 
one may Ihoot twenty times and miffe, for feeing the fire 
in the panne, they dive under the water before the fliot 
comes to the place where they were ; they ufe to rooll 
upon the tops of trees, and rockes, being a very heavy 
drowfie creature, fo that the Indians will goe in their 
Cannowes in the night, and take them from the Rockes, as 
eafily as women take a Hen from rooll; No ducking ponds 
can affoard more delight than a lame Cormorant, and two 
or three luHy Dogges. The Crane although hee bee al- 
moft as tall as a man by reafon of his long legges, and 
necke; yet is his body rounder than other fowles, not 
much unlike the body of a Turkic. I have feene many of 
thefe fowles, yet did I never fee one that was fat, I fuppofe 
it is contrary to their nature to grow fat; Of thefe there 
be many in Summer, but none in winter, their price is two 
Ihilling. There be likewife many Swannes which frequent 
the frelh ponds and rivers, feldome conforting themfelves 
with Duckes and Geefe ; thefe bee very good meate, the 
price of one is fix Ihillings. The Geefe of the countrey 

F be 
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be of three forts, firft a brant Goofe, which is a Goofe 
almofl like the wilde Goofe in England^ the price of one 
of thefe is fix pence. The fecond kind is a white Goofe, 
almoft as big as an Englijh tame Goofe, thefe come in 
great flockes about MichelmaiTe, fometimes there will be 
two or three thoufand in a flocke, thefe continue fix 
weekes, and fo flye to the fouthward, returning in March, 
and (laying fix weekes more, returning againe to the 
Northward; the price of one of thefe is eight pence. 
The third kind of Geefe, is a great gray Goofe, with a 
blacke necke, and a blacke and white head, ftrong of 
flight; thefe bee a great deale bigger than the ordinary 
Geefe of England^ fome very fat, and in the Spring fo full 
of Feathers, that the fliot can fcarce peirce them; moft of 
thefe Geefe remaine with us from Michelmas to Aprill; 
they feede on the Sea of Fifli, and in the woods of 
Acornes, having as other Foule have, their pafle and re- 
pafle to the Northward and Southward: the accurate 
markfmen kill of thefe both flying and fitting; the price of 
a good gray Goofe is eighteene pence. The Duckes of 
the countrey be very large ones and in great abundance, 
fo is there of Teale likewife; the price of a Ducke is fix 
pence, of a Teale three pence. If I fliould tell you how 
fome have killed a hundred Geefe in a weeke, 50. Duckes 
at a fliot, 40. Teales at another, it may be counted impof- 
fible, though nothing more certaine. The Oldwives, be a 
foule that never leave tatling day or night, fomething big- 
ger than a Ducke. The Loone is an ill fliap'd thing like a 
Cormorant; but that he can neyther goe nor flye; he 
maketh a noife fometimes like a Sowgelders home. The 
Humilities or Simplicities (as I may rather call them) bee 
of two forts, the biggeft being as big as a greene Plover, 
the other as big as birds we call knots in England. Such 
is the fimplicity of the fmaller forts of thefe birds, that one 
may drive them on a heape like fo many Iheepe, and feeing 
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a fit time flioot them; the living feeing the dead, fettle 
themfelves on the fame place againe, amongft which the 
Fowler difcharges againe. I my felfe have killed twelve 
fcore at two fliootes : thefe bird are to be had upon fandy 
brakes at the latter end of Summer before the Geefe come 
in. Thus much have I (hewed you as I know to bee true 
concerning the Fowle of the countrey. But me thinkes I 
heare fome fay that this is very good if it could be caught, 
or likely to continue, and that much fliooting will fright 
away the fowles. True it is, that every ones imployment 
wil not permit him to fowle : what then ? yet their imploy- 
ments furnifli them with filver Guns with which they may 
have it more eafie. For the frighting of the fowle, true it 
is that many goe blurting away their pouder and fliot, that 
have no more skill to kill, or winne a Goofe, than many in 
England that have ruftie Muskets in their houfes, knowes 
what belongs to a Souldier, yet are they not much af- 
frighted. I have feene more living and dead the laft yeare 
than I have done in former yeares. 

Chap. IX. 
Of Fifh. 

HAving done with thefe, let me leade you fi-om the 
land to the Sea, to view what commodities may come 
from thence; there is no countrey knowne, that yeelds 
more variety of fifli winter and fummer; and that not 
onely for the prefent fpending and fuftentation of the plan- 
tations, but likewife for trade into other countries, fo that 
thofe which have had ftages & make fifliing voyages into 
thofe parts, have gained (it is thought) more than the new 
found land Jobbers. Codfifli in thefe feas are larger than 
in new found land, fix or feaven making a quintall, whereas 
there they have fifteene to the fame weight; and though 

this 
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this they feeme a bafe and more contemptible commoditie 
in the judgement of more neate adventurers, yet it hath 
bin the enrichment of other nations, and is likely to prove 
no fmall commoditie to the planters, and likewife to Eng-- 
land if it were thorowly undertaken. Salt may be had 
from the fait Iflands, and as is supposed may be made in 
the countrey. The chiefe fifh for trade is Cod, but for the 
ufe of the countrey, there is all manner of fiih as fol- 
loweth. 

The king of waters ^ the Sea Jhouldering Whale^ 

Thefnuffing Grampus^ with the oyly Seale^ 

The Jlormeprcef aging Porpus^ Herring-Hogge^ \ 

Line /hearing Sharke^ the Catfijh^ and Sea Dogge^ 

The Scale'feiu?d Sturgeon^ wry ntouthd Hollibuty 

Theflounjing Sammon^ Codfijhj Greedigut\ 

Cokj Haddocke^ Haicke^ the Thornebacke^ and the Scate^ 

Whofejlintie out^de makes himfelde in date^ 

Thejlately BaJJe old Neptunes fleeting pojl^ 

That tides it out arid in from Sea to Coaft. 

Conforting Herrings ^ and the bony Shad^ 

Big bellied AlewiveSy Machrills richly clad 

With Rainebow colours^ tK Froftfifh and the Smelt j 

As good as ever lady Guftus felt. 

Thefpotted Lamprons^ Eeks^ the LamperieSy 

That feeke frefh water brookes with Argus eyes\ 

Thefe waterie villagers with thoufands more. 

Doe paffe and repaffe neare the verdant fhore. 

Kinds of all Shel-fifli. 
The lufcious Lobfter^ with the Crabfifh raw. 
The Brinifh Oifter^ Mufcle^ Periwigge^ 
And Tortoife fought for by the Indian Squaw^ 
Which to the flats daunce many a winters ligge^ 
To dive for CocleSy and to diggefor ClammSy 
Whereby her lazie husbands gutsfhee cramms. 

To 
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To omit fuch of thefe as are not ufefuU, therefore not to 
be fpoken of, and onely to certifie you of fuch as be ufefuU. 
Firft the Seale which is that which is called the Sea Calfe, 
his skinne is good for divers ufes, his body being betweene 
jfifli and flefli, it is not very delegable to the pallate, or con- 
gruent with the ftomack ; his Oyle is very good to burne 
in Lampes, of which he affoards a great deale. The 
Sharke is a kinde of fifh as bigge as a man, fome as bigge 
as a horfe, with three rowes of teeth within his mouth, 
with which he fnaps afunder the fifliermans lines, if he be 
not very circumfpeft: This fifh will leape at a mans hand 
if it be over board, and with his teeth fnap off a mans 
legge or hand if he be a fwimming; Thefe are often taken, 
being good for nothing but to put on the ground for manur- 
ing of land. The Sturgions be all over the countrey, but 
the beft catching of them be upon the Ihoales of Cape 
CodcUy and in the River of Mirrimacke, where much is 
taken, pickled and brought for England^ fome of thefe be 
12. 14. 18. foote long: I fet not downe the price of fifli 
there, becaufe it is fo cheape, fo that one may have as 
much for two pence, as would give him an angell in Eng" 
land. The Sammon is as good as it is in England and in 
great plenty. The HoUibut is not much unlike a pleace 
or Turbut, fome being two yards long and one wide : and 
a foot thicke ; the plenty of better fifli makes thefe of little 
efteeme, except the head and finnes, which ftewed or 
baked is very good ; thefe HoUibuts be little fet by while 
Baffe is in feafon. Thornebacke and Scates is given to 
the dogges, being not counted worth the dreffing in many 
places. The BafTe is one of the beft fifties in the countrey, 
and though men are foone wearied with other fifli, yet are 
they never with Bafle; it is a delicate, fine, fat, faft fifti, 
having a bone in his head, which containes a fawcerfuU of 
marrow fweet and good, pleafant to the pallat, and whol- 
fome to the ftomack. When there be great ftore of them, 

we 
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we onely eate the heads, and fait up the bodies for winter, 
which exceedes Ling or Haberdine. Of thefe fiflies fome 
be three and fome foure foot long, fome bigger, fome 
leffer : at fome tides a man may catch a dozen or twenty 
of thefe in three houres, the way to catch them is with 
hooke and line : The Fiflierman taking a great Cod-line, 
to which he faftneth a peece of Lobfter, and throwes it 
into the Sea, the fifli biting at it he pulls her to him, and 
knockes her on the head with a fticke. Thefe are at one 
time (when Alewives paffe up the Rivers) to be catched 
in Rivers, in Lobfter time at the Rockes, in Macrill time 
in the Bayes, at Michelmas in the Seas. When they ufe 
to tide it in and out to the Rivers and Creekes, the Englifh 
at the top of an high water do croffe the Creekes with long 
feanes or Baffe Netts, which ftop in the fifli ; and the water 
ebbing from them they are left on the dry ground, fome- 
times two or three thoufand at a fet, which are falted up 
againft winter, or diftributed to fuch as have prefent occa- 
fion either to fpend them in their houfes, or ufe them for 
their ground. The Herrings be much like them that be 
caught on the Englifh coafts. Alewives be a kind of fifli 
which is much like a Herring, which in the latter end 
of Aprill come up to the frefli Rivers to fpawne, in fuch 
multitudes as is allmoft incredible, prelfing up in fuch 
fliallow waters as will fcarce permit them to fwimme, hav- 
ing likewife fuch longing defire after the frefli water ponds, 
that no beatings with poles, or forcive agitations by other 
devices, will caufe them to returne to the fea, till they have 
caft their Spawne. The Shaddes be bigger than the Eng-- 
lijh Shaddes and fatter. The Macrells be of two forts, in 
the beginning of the yeare are great ones, which be upon 
the coaft; fome are 18. inches long. In Summer as in 
May, lune, luly, and Auguft, come in a fmaller kind of 
them: Thefe Macrills are taken with drailes which is a 
long fmall line, with a lead and hooke at the end of it, be- 
ing 
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ing baited with a peece of red ctoath : this kind of filh is 
counted a leane filh in England^ but there it is fo fat, that 
it can fcarce be faved againft winter without reifting. 
There be a great ftore of Salt water Eeles, efpecially in 
fuch places where graffe growes : for to take thefe there 
be certaine Eele pots made x)f Ofyers, which mull be 
baited with a peece of Lobfter, into which the Eeles en- 
tring cannot returne backe againe ; fome take a bufliell in a 
night in this manner, eating as many as they have neede of 
for the prefent, and fait up the rest againft winter. Thefe 
Eeles be not of fo lufcious a taft as they be in England^ 
neyther are they fo aguifli, but are both wholefome for the 
body, and delightfuU for the tafte : Lamprons and Lam- 
preyes be not much fet by; Lobfters be in plenty in moft 
places, very large ones, fome being 20. pound in weight; 
thefe are taken at a low water amongft the rockes, they are 
very good filh, the fmall ones being the best, their plenty 
makes them little efteemed and feldome eaten. The In- 
dians get many of them every day for to baite their hookes 
withall, and to eate when they can get no Baffe ; The Oifters 
be great ones in forme of a Ihoo home, fome be a foote 
long, thefe breede on certaine bankes that are bare every 
fpring tide. This filh without the Ihell is fo big that it 
muft admit of a devilion before you can well get it into 
your mouth. The Perewig is a kind of filh that lyeth in the 
oaze like a head of haire, which being touched conveyes 
it felfe leaving nothing to bee feene but a fmall round hole. 
Mufcles be in great plenty, left onely for the Hogges, 
which if they were in England would be more efteemed 
of the poorer fort. Clamms or Clamps is a Ihel-filh not 
much unlike a cockle, it lyeth under the fand, every fix or 
feaven of them having a round hole to take ayre and receive 
water at. When the tide ebs and flowes, a man running 
over thefe Clamm bankes will prefently be made all wet, 
by their fpouting of water out of thofe fmall holes ; Thefe 
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fifties be in great plenty in moil places of the countrey, 
which is a great commoditie for the feeding of Swine, both 
in winter, and Summer; for being once ufed to thofe 
places, they will repaire to them as duely every ebbe, as if 
they were driven to them by keepers ; In fome places of 
the countrey there bee Clamms as bigge as a pennie white 
loafe, which are great dainties amongft the natives, and 
would bee in good efteeme amongft the Englifh were it 
not for better fifti. 



H 



Chap. X. 

Of the feverall plantations in particular. 

Aving defcribed the fituation of the countrey in gene- 
rail, with all his commodities arifing from land and 
Sea, it may adde to your content and fatiflaftion to be infor- 
rned of the fituation of every feverall plantation, with his 
conveniences, commodities, and difcommodities, &c. where 
firft I will begin with the outmoft plantation in the patent 
Wej/aguftus, to the Southward, which is called Weffagutus an Indian 
name ; this as yet is but a fmall Village, yet it is very plea- 
fant, and healthfuU, very good ground, and is well timbred, 
and hath good ftore of Hey ground ; it hath a very fpacious 
harbour for fliipping before the towne ; the fait water being 
navigable for Boates & Pinnaces two leagues. Here the 
inhabitants have good ftore of fifli of all forts, and Swine, 
having Acornes and Clamms at the time of yeare ; here is 
likewife an Alewife river. Three miles to the North of this 
is mount Wallejlon^ a very fertile foyle, and a place very 
convenient for Farmers houses, there being great ftore of 
plaine ground, without trees. This place is called MaJ/a- 
chufets fields where the greateft Sagamore in the countrey 
lived, before the Plague, who caufed it to be cleared for 
himfelfe. The greateft inconvenience is, that there is not 
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very many Springs, as in other places of the countrey, yet 
water may bee had for digging ; a fecond inconvenience is, 
that Boates cannot come in at a low water, nor fhips ride 
neare the fHore. Sixe miles further to the North, lieth 
Dorchefter",, which is the greateft Towne in New England ; ^orckefter. 
well woodded and watered ; very good arable grounds, and 
Hay-ground, faire Corne*fields, and pleafant Gardens, with 
Kitchin-gardens : In this plantation is a great many Cattle, 
as Kine, Goats, and Swine. This plantation hath a reason- 
able Harbour for Ihips : here is no Alewife-river, which is 
a great inconvenience. The inhabitants of this towne, 
were the firft that fet upon the trade of fifhing in the Bay, 
who received fo much fruite of their labours, that they en- 
couraged others to the fame undertakings. A mile from 
this Towne lieth Roxberryy which is a faire and handfome Roxberry. 
Countrey-towne ; the inhabitants of it being all very rich. 
This Towne lieth upon the Maine, fo that it is well wood- 
ded and watered ; having a cleare and frelh Brooke running 
through the Towne: Vp which although there come no 
Alewiues, yet there is great ftore of Smelts, and therefore 
it is called Smelt*brooke. 

A quarter of a mile to the North-fide of the Towne, is 
another River called Stony-Driver^ upon which is built 
a water-milne. Here is good ground for Corne, and 
Medow for Cattle : Vp weftward from the Towne it is 
fomething rocky, whence it hath the name of Roxberry ; 
the inhabitants have faire houfes, ftore of Cattle, impaled 
Corne-fields, and firuitfuU Gardens. Here is no Harbour 
for fhips, becaufe the Towne is feated in the bottome of a 
fhallow Bay, which is made by the necke of land on which 
Bojlon is built; fo that they can tranfport all their goods 
from the Ships in Boats from Bojion^ which is the neareft 
Harbour. 

Bojlon is two miles North-eaft from Roxberry : His fitu- Bofion. 
ation is very pleafant, being a Peninfulay hem'd in on the 
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South-fide with the Bay of Raxberry^ on the North-side 
with Charles-Driver^ the Marlhes on the backe-fide, being not 
halfe a quarter of a mile over ; fo that a little fencing will 
fecure flieir Cattle from the Woolues. Their greateft 
wants be Wood, and Medow-ground, which never were in 
that place ; being conftrayned to fetch their building-tim- 
ber, and fire-wood fi-om the Hands in Boates, and their 
Hay in Loyters : It being a necke and bare of wood : they 
are not troubled with three great annoyances, of Woolves, 
Rattle-fnakes, and Musketoes. Thefe that live here upon 
their Cattle, mufl: be conftrayned to take Farmes in the 
Countrey, or elfe they cannot fubfift; the place being too 
fmall to containe many, and fitteft for fuch as can Trade 
into England^ for fuch commodities as the Countrey wants, 
being the chiefe place for fhipping and Merchandize. 

This Necke of land is not above foure miles in compafie, 
in forme almoft fquare, having on the South-fide at one 
comer, a great broad hill, whereon is planted a Fort, which 
can command any fliip as (hee fayles into any Harbour 
within the ftill Bay. On the North-fide is another Hill 
equall in bignefle, whereon ftands a Winde-mill. To the 
North-weft is a high Mountaine with three little rifing Hils 
on the top of it, wherefore it is called the Tramount. From 
the top of this Mountaine a man may over-looke all the 
Hands which lie before the Bay, and difcry fuch ftiips as 
are upon the Sea-coaft. This Towne although it be nei- 
ther the greateft, nor the richeft, yet it is the moft noted 
and frequented, being the Center of the Plantations where 
the monthly Courts are kept. Here likewife dwells the 
Governour: This place hath very good land, affording rich 
Corne-fields, and fi-uitefuU Gardens ; having likewise fweete 
and pleafant Springs. The inhabitants of this place for 
their enlargement, have taken to themfelves Farme-houfes, 
in a place called Muddy^ver^ two miles fi'om their Towne ; 
where is good ground, large timber, and ftore of Marfti- 
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land, and Medow. In this place they keepe their Swine 
and other Cattle in the Summer, whilft the Come is on the 
ground at Bofton^ and bring them to the Towne in Winter. 

On the North-fide of Charles River is" Charles Tawne^ Charles- 
which is another necke of Land, on whofe North-fide runs ^'^*^- 
Mifticke^ver. This Towne for all things, may be well 
paralePd with her neighbour Bofton^ being in the fame 
fafhion with her bare necke, and conftrained to borrow 
conveniences fi-om the Maine, and to provide for them- 
felves Farmes in the Countrey for their better fubfiftance. 
At this Towne there is kept a Ferry-boate, to conveigh pafl^ 
engers over Charles River ^ which betweene the two Townes 
is a quarter of a mile over, being a veiy deepe Channell. 
Here may ride forty (hips at a time. Vp higher it is a 
broad Bay, being above two miles betweene the fhores, into 
which runnes Stanjhrivery and Muddy-river. Towards the 
South-weft in the middle of this Bay, is a great Oyfter- 
banke: Towards the North-weft of this Bay is a great 
Creeke, upon whofe fliore is fituated the Village of Medford^ Mtdford. 
a very fertile and pleafant place, and fit for more inhabi- 
tants than are yet in it. This Towne is a mile and a halfe 
fi-om Charles Towne^ and at the bottome of this Bay the 
River beginnes to be narrower, being but a halfe a quarter 
of a mile broad. By the tide of this River is built New- New-towne. 
towne^ which is three miles by land fi-om Charles Towne, and 
a league and a halfe by water. This place was firft intended 
for a City, but upon more ferious confiderations it was not 
thought fo fit, being too farre fi-om the Sea; being the 
greateft inconvenience it hath. This is one of the neateft 
and beft compafted Townes in New England, having many 
faire ftru6hires, with many handfome contrived ftreets. 
The inhabitants moft of them are very rich, and well ftored 
with Cattell of all forts ; having many hundred Acres of 
ground paled in with one generall fence, which is about a 
mile and a halfe long, which fecures all their weaker Cattle 
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from the wilde beafts. On Ihe other fide of the River lieth 
all their Medow and Marlh-ground for Hay. 

Halfe a mile Weftward of this plantation, is Water^ 
towne\ a place nothing inferiour for land, wood, medow, 
and water to Netv-tawne. Within halfe a mile of this 
Towne is a great Pond, which is divided betweene thofe 
two Townes, which divides their bounds Northwards A 
mile and a halfe from this Towne, is a fall of frelh waters, 
which conveigh themfelves into the Ocean through Charles 
River. A little below this fall of waters, the inhabitants 
of Water^-towne have built a Wayre to catch Fifli, wherein 
they take great ftore of Shads and Alewtves. In two Tydes 
they have gotten one hundred thoufand of thofe Fiflies : 
This is no fmall benefit to the plantation: Ships of fmall 
burden may come up to thefe two Townes, but the Oyfter- 
bankes doe barre out the bigger Ships. 

The next Towne is Mi/licke^ which is three miles from 
C harks Towne by land, and a league and a halfe by water ; 
It is feated by the waters fide very pleafantly ; there be not 
many houfes as yet. At the head of this River are great 
and fpacious Ponds, whither the Alewtves preaflTe to fpawne. 
This being a noted place for that kinde of Filh, the JSngli/h 
refort thither to take them. On the Weft fide of this River 
the Governour hath a Farme, where he keepes moft of his 
Cattle. On the Eaft fide is Maifter Craddockes plantation, 
where he hath impaled a Parke, where he keepes his Cat- 
tle, till he can ftore it with Deere; Here likewife he is at 
charges of building fiiips. The laft yeare one was upon 
the Stockes of a hundred Tunne, that being finilhed, they 
are to build one twice her burden. Ships without either 
Ballaft or loading, may floate downe this River; otherwife 
the Oyfter-banke would hinder them which croffeth the 
Channell. 
winnifimet. The laft Towne in the ftill Bay, is Winnifintet^ a very 
fweet place for fituation, and ftands very commgdioufly, 
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being fit to entertaine more planters than are yet feated : it 
is within a mile of Charles Towne^ the River onely parting 
them. The chiefe Hands which keepe out the Winde and Hands there 
the Sea from difturbing the Harbours, are firft Deare Ilandy 
which lies within a flight-lhot of Pullin-point. This Hand 
is fo called, becaufe of the Deare which often fwimme 
thither from the Maine, when they are chafed by the 
Woolves : Some have killed fixteene Deere in a day upon 
this Hand. The oppofite fhore is called Pullin^oint^ be- 
caufe that is the ufuall Channel. Boats ufed to pafTe 
thorow into the Bay; and the Tyde being very flrong, they 
are conflrayned to goe afhore, and hale their Boats by the 
fealing, or roades, whereupon it was called Pullinrpoint. 

The next Hand of note is Long Ilandj fo called from his 
longitude. Divers other Hands be within thefe: viz. 
Nodles Iky Round Ikj the Governours Garden, where is 
planted an Orchard and a Vine-yard, with many other 
conveniences; and Slater-Hand^ daj/e-lland, Birdrlland^ 
&c. Thefe Hes abound with Woods, and Water, and 
Medow-ground ; and whatfoever the fpacious fertile Maine 
affords. The inhabitants ufe to put their Cattle in thefe 
for fafety, viz. their Rammes, Goates, and Swine, when 
their Corne is on the ground. Thofe Townes that lie 
without the Bay, are a great deale nearer the Maine, and 
reape a greater benefit from the Sea, in regard of the 
plenty both of Fifh and Fowle, which they receive from 
thence: fo that they line more comfortably, and at lefTe 
charges, than thofe that are more remote from the Sea in 
the Inland-plantations. 

The next plantation is Saugus^ fixe miles North-eaft Saugus, 
from Winnefimetx This Towne is pleafant for fituation, 
feated at the bottome of a Bay, which is made on the one 
fide with the furrounding fhore, and on the other fide with 
a long fandy Beach. This fandy Beach is two miles long 
at the end, whereon is a necke of land called Nahant: ItNakant. 
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is fixe miles in circumference; well woodded with Oakes, 
Pines, and Cedars : It is befide well watered, having befide 
the frefli Springs, a great Pond in the middle; before 
which is a fpacious Marfh. In this necke is ftore of good 
ground, fit for the Plow ; but for the prefent it is onely 
ufed for to put young Cattle in, and weather-goates, and 
Swine, to fecure them fi-om the Woolues: a few polls 
and rayles fi-om the low water-markes to the Ihore, keepes 
out the Woolves, and keepes in the Cattle. One 'Blacke 
William^ an Indian Duke, out of his generofily gave this 
place in generall to this plantation of Saugus^ fo that no 
other can appropriate it to himfelfe. 

Vpon the Soutii-fide of the fandy Beach the Sea beateth, 
which is a true prognoftication, to prefage ftormes and foule 
weather, and the breaking up of the Frofl:: For wheti a 
ftorme hath beene, or is likely to be, it will roare like 
Thunder, being heard fixe miles ; and after ftormes cafts up 
great ftore of great Clammes, which the Indians taking 
out of their fliels, carry home in baskets. On the North- 
fide of this Bay is two great Marihes, which are made two 
by a pleafant River which runnes betweene them. North- 
ward up this River, goes great ftore of Alewives, of which 
they make good Red Herrings ; in fo much that they have 
beene at charges to make a wayre, and a Herringhoufe, to 
dry thefe Herrings in; the laft yeare were dryed fome 4 
or 5 Laft for an experiment, which proved very good; 
this is like to prove a great inrichment to the land, (being 
a ftaple commoditie in other Countries) for there be fuch 
innumerable companies in every river, that I have feene 
ten thoufand taken in two houres by two men, without any 
weire at all, faving a few ftones to ftop their paflage up the 
river. There likewife come ftore of Baffe, which the /«- 
dians and Englijh catch with hooke and line, fome fifty or 
threefcore at a tide. At the mouth of this river runnes up 
a great creeke into that great Marih, which is called 
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Rumny Marfh, which is 4 miles long and 2 miles broad; 
halfe of it being Marih ground and halfe upland grafTe, 
without tree or bufh: this Marlh is croffed with divers 
creekes, wherein lye great ftore of Geefe, and Duckes. 
There be convenient ponds for the planting of Duckcoyes. 
Here is likewife belonging to this place divers frefh med- 
dowes, which afford good graffe and foure fpacious ponds 
like little lakes, wherein is ftore of frelh fifh : within a mile 
of the'towne, out of which runnes a curious frefh brooke 
that is feldome frozen by reafon of the warmenefTe of the 
water; upon this flreame is built a water Milne, and up 
this river comes Smelts and froft fifh much bigger than a 
Gudgion. For wood there is no want, there being ftore 
of good Oakes, Wallnut, Caedar, Afpe, Elme ; The ground 
is very good, in many places without trees, fit for the 
plough. In this plantation is more Engli/h tillage, than in 
all new Englandj and Virginia befides ; which proved as 
well as could bee expefted, the come being very good 
efpecially the Barly, Rye, and Gates. 

The land affordetJi the inhabitants as many rarities as 
any place elfe, and the fea more; the BafTe continuing 
from the middle of Aprill to Michaelmas, which flayes not 
above half that time in the Bay : befides here is a great 
deale of Rock-cod and Macrill, infomuch that fhoales of 
Baffe have driven up fhoales of Macrill from one end 
of the fandie Beach to the other, which the inhabitants 
have gathered up in wheelbarrowes. The Bay that lyeth 
before the Towne at a low fpring tyde, will be all fiatts for 
two miles together, upon which is great ftore of Mufcle- 
banckes, and Clam bancks, and Lobfters amongft the 
rockes and graffie holes. Thefe fiatts make it unnavigable 
for fhippes, yet at high water great Boates, Loiters, and 
Pinnaces of 20, and 30 tun, may faile up to the plantation, 
but they neede have a skilfuU Pilote, becaufe of many 
dangerous rockes and foaming breakers, that lye at the 
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mouth of that Bay. The very afpeA of the place is forti- 
fication enough to keepe off an unknowne enemie, yet may 
it be fortified at a little charge^ being but few landing 
places there about, and thofe obfcure. Foure miles North- 

Saiem. eait from Saugus lyeth Salentj which flands on the middle 
of a necke of land very pleafantly, having a South river 
on the one fide, and a North river on the other fide : upon 
this necke where the moft of the houfes fi^nd is very bad 
and fandie ground, yet for feaven yeares together it hath 
brought forth exceeding good corne, by being fifhed but 
every third yeare; in fome places is very good ground, 
and very good timber, and divers fprings hard by the fea 
fide. Here likewife is ftore of fifli, as BafTes, Eeles, Lob- 
fters, Clammes, &c. Although their land be none of the 
bell, yet beyond thofe rivers is a very good foyle, where 
they have taken fermes, and get their Hay, and plant their 
corne ; there they croffe thefe rivers with fmall Cannowes, 
which are made of whole pine trees, being about two foot 
& a half over, and 20. foote long: in thefe likewife they goe 
a fowling, fometimes two leagues to fea; there be more 
Cannowes in this towne than in all the whole Patent; 
every houfehold having a water-houfe or two* This 
Towne wants an Alewife river, which is a great inconve- 
nience ; it hath two good harbours, the one being called 
Winter, and the other Summer harbour, which lyeth with- 
in Derbies Fort, which place if it were well fortified, might 
keepe fiiippes from landing of forces in any of thofe two 
places. Marvill Head is a place which lyeth 4 miles full 
South from Salem, and is a very convenient place for a 
plantation, efpecially for fuch as will fet upon the trade of 
filhing. There was made here a Ihips loading of filh the 
lafl: yeare, where ftill flands the flages^ and drying fcaf- 
folds ; here be good harbour for boates, and fafe riding for 

Agowam, fhippcs. Agowamme is nine miles to the North from Salem, 
which is one of the mofl fpatious places for a plantation, 
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being neare the fea, it aboundeth with filh, and flelh of 
fowles and beafts, great Meads and Marlhes and plaine 
plowing grounds, many good rivers and harbours and no 
rattle fnakes. In a word, it is the bell place but one, 
which is Merrimackej lying 8 miles beyond it, where is a Merrimack 
river 20 leagues navigable, all along the river fide is frefh '^^'^^ 
Marlhes, in fome places 3 miles broad. In this river is 
Sturgeon, Sammon, and Baffe, and divers other kinds of 
filh. To conclude, the Countrie hath not that which this 
place cannot yeeld. So that thefe two places may con- 
taine twice as many people as are yet in new England: 
there being as yet fcarce any inhabitants in thefe two fpa- 
cious places. Three miles beyond the river Merrimacke 
is the outfide of our Patent for the Maffachufetts Bay. 
Thefe be all the Townes that were begun, when I came 
for England^ which was the 15 of Auguft 1633. 

Chap. XI. 

Of the evills^ and fuck things as are hurtfull in the 

Plantation. 

I have informed you of the Country in generall and of 
every plantation in particular, with their commodities 
and wherein one excelleth another. Now that I may be 
every way faithfuU to my reader in this worke, I will as 
fully and truely relate to you what is evill, and of moft 
annoyance to the inhabitants. Firll thofe which bring 
moft prejudice to their eftates are the ravenous Woolves, 
which deftroy the weaker Cattell, but of thefe you have 
heard before : that which is moft injurious to the perfon 
and life of man is a rattle fnake which is generally a yard 
and a halfe long, as thicke in the middle as the fmall of a 
mans legge, Ihe hath a yellow belly, her backe being fpot- 
ted with blacke, ruffet, yellow, and greene colours, placed 
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like fcales ; at her taile is a rattle, with which Ihe makes a 
noyfe when (he is molefted, or when Ihe feeth any ap- 
proach neere her, her necke feemes to be no thicker than a 
mans thumbe yet can (he fwallow a Squerill, having a great 
wide mouth, with teeth as (harpe as needles, wherewith 
(he biteth fuch as tread upon her : her poyfon lyeth in her 
teeth, for (he hath no (ling. When any man is bitten by 
any of thefe creatures, the poyfon fpreads fo fuddenly 
through the veines & fo runs to the heart, that in one 
houre it caufeth death, unlefTe he hath the Antidote to 
expell the poyfon, which is a root called fnakeweed, which 
muft be champed, the fpittle fwallowed, and the root 
applyed to the lore ; this is prefent cure againft that which 
would be prefent death without it: this weed is ranck 
poyfon, if it be taken by any man that is not bitten : who- 
foever is bitte by thefe fnakes his fle(h becomes as fpotted 
as a Leaper untill hee be perfectly cured. It is reported 
that if the party live that is bitten, the fnake will dye, and 
if the partie die, the fnake will live. This is a moft poy- 
fonous and dangerous creature, yet nothing fo bad as the 
report goes of him in England. For whereas he is fayd 
to kill a man with his breath, and that he can flye, there is 
no fuch matter, for he is naturally the moft fleepie and 
unnimble creature that lives, never offering to leape or 
bite any man, if he be not troden on firft, and it is their 
defire in hot weather to lye in pathes, where the funne 
may fhine on them, where they will (leepe fo foundy that 
I have knowne foure men ftride over one of them, and 
never awake her: 5 or 6 men have beene bitten by them, 
which by ufing of fnakeweede were all cured, never any 
yet lofing his life by them. Cowes have beene bitten, but 
being cut in divers places, and this weede thruft into their 
flefh were cured. I never heard of any beaft that was yet 
loft by any of them, faving one Mare. A fmall fwitch 
will eaiily kill one of thefe fnakes. In many places of the 
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Countrie there bee none of them, as at Plimouthj New- 
towne^ Igowamme^ Nahant^ &c. In fome places they will 
live on one fide of the river, and fwimming but over the 
water, as foone as they be come into the woods, they turne 
up their yellow bellies and dye. Vp into the Countrey 
weftward from the plantations is a high hill, which is 
called rattlefnake hill, where there is great ftore oi thefe 
poyfonous creatures. There be divers other kinde of 
fnakes, one whereof is a great long blacke fnake, two 
yards in length which will glide through the woods very 
fwiftly; thefe never doe any hurt, neither doth any other 
kinde of fnakes moleft either man or beaft. Thefe crea- 
tures in the winter time creepe into clifts of rockes and 
into holes under ground, where they lie clofe till May or 
lune. Here likewife bee great ftore of frogs, which in the 
Spring doe chirpe and whiftle like a bird, and at the latter 
end of fummer croake like our Englifh frogges. Heere 
be alfo toades which will climbe the topes of high trees 
where they will fit croaking, to the wonderment of fuch as 
are not acquainted with them. I never faw any Wormes 
or Moles, but pifmires and fpiders be there. There are 
likewife troublefome flies. Firft there is a wilde Bee or 
Wafpe, which commonly guards the grape, building her 
cobweb habitation amongft the leaves: fecondly a great 
greene flye, not much unlike our horfe flyes in England\ 
they will nippe fo fore that they wil fetch blood either of 
man or beaft, and be moft troublefome where moft Cattle 
be, which brings them from out of the woods to the 
houfes; this flye continues but for the Moneth of lune. 
The third is a Gurnipper which is a fmall blacke fly no 
bigger than a flea; her biting caufeth an itching upon the 
hands or face, which provoketh fcratching which is trou- 
blefome to fome ; this fly is bufie but in cTofe mornings or 
evenings, and continues not above three weekes, the le.aft 
winde or heate expells them. The fourth is a Muflcetoe 
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which is not unlike to our gnats in England ^ In places 
where there is no thicke woods or Swampes, there is none 
or very few. In new Plantations they be troublefome for 
the firft yeare, but the wood deca3ang they vanifh ; thefe 
Flies cannot endure winde, heate or cold, fo that thefe are 
onely troublefome in clofe thicke weather, and againft 
raine many that be bitten will &11 a fcratching, w^hereupon 
their faces and hands fwell. Others are never troubled 
with them at all : thofe likewife that fwell with their biting 
the firft yere, never fwell the fecond : for my owne part I 
have bin troubled as much with them or fome like them, 
in the Fen country of England as ever I was there : Here 
be the flies that are called Chantharides, fo much efteemed 
of Chirurgions*, with divers kinds of Butterflies. Thus 
have you heard of the worft of the countrey: but fome 
peradventure may fay no, and reply that they have heard 
that the people have beene oft:en driven to great wants and 
extremities ; To which I anfwer, it is true that fome have 
lived for a certaine time with a little bread, other without 
any, yet all this argues nothing againft the countrey in it 
felfe, but condemnes the folly and improvidence of fuch as 
would venture into fo rude and unmanaged a countrey, 
without fo much provifions as fliould have comfortably 
maintained them in health and flrength till by their labours 
they had brought the land to yeeld his finite. I have my 
felfe heard fome fay that they heard it was a rich land, a 
brave country, but when they came there they could fee 
nothing but a few Canvis Boothes & old houfes, fuppofing 
at the firft to have found walled townes, fortifications and 
corne fields, as if townes could have built themfelves, or 
come fields have growne of themfelves, without the huf- 
bandrie of man. Thefe men mifling of their expedtations, 
returned home and railed againft the Country. Others 
may objeft that of late time there hath beene great want; 
I denie it not, but looke to the originall, and tell me fi-om 
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whence it came. The roote of their want fprung up in 
England^ for many hundreds hearing of the plenty of the 
Country, were fo much their owne foes and Countries 
hindrance, as to come without provifion; whicTi made " 
things both deare and fcant: wherefore let none blame the 
Country fo much as condemne the indifcreetneffe of fuch 
as will needs runne themfelves upon hardfhip. And I 
dare further affure any that will carrie provifion enough 
for a yeare and a halfe, fhall not neede to feare want, if 
he either be induftrious himfelfe, or have induftrious agents 
to mannage his eftate and affaires. And whereas many 
doe difparrage the land faying a man cannot live without 
labour, in that they more difparage and difcredit them- 
felves, in giving the world occafion to take notice of their 
droanifh difpofition, that would live of the fweate of 
another mans browes: furely they were much deceived, 
or elfe ill informed, that ventured thither in hope to live in 
plenty and idlenefle, both at a time: and it is as much 
pitty as he that can worke and will not, fhould eate, as it 
is pitty that he that would worke and cannot, fhould fafl. 
I condemne not fuch therefore as are now there, and are 
not able to worke ; but I advife for the future thofe men 
that are of weake conflitutions to keepe at home, if their 
eflates cannot maintaine fervants. For all new England 
mufl be workers in fome kinde : and whereas it hath 
beene formerly reported that boyes of tenne or a twelve 
yeares of age might doe much more than get their living, 
that cannot be, for he mufl have more than a boyes head, 
and no lefTe than a mans flrength, that intends to live com- 
fortably; and hee that hath underflanding and Induflrie, 
with a flocke of an hundered pound, fhall live better there, 
than he fhall doe here of twenty pound per annum. But 
many I know will fay if it be thus, how comes it to pafTe 
then that they are fo poore ? To which I anfwere, that they 
are poore but in comparifon, compare them with the rich 
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Merchants or great landed men in England^ and then I 
know they will feeme poore. There is no probability they 
fhould be exceeding rich, becaufe none of fuch great eftate 
went over yet; beiides, a man of eftate muft firft fcatter 
before he gather, he muft lay out monies for traniporting 
of fervants, and cattle and goods, for houfes and fences 
and gardens, &c. This may make his purfe feeme light, 
and to the eye of others feeme a leaking in his eftate, 
whereas thefe disburfments are for his future enrichments : 
for he being once well feated and quietly feded, his in-* 
creafe comes in double ; and howfoever they are accounted 
poore, they are well contented, and looke not fo much at 
abundance, as a competencie ; fo little is the poverty of the 
Country, that I am perfwaded if many in Englxnd vfhich are 
conftrained to begge their bread were there, they would 
live better than many doe here, that have money to buy 
it. Furthermore when come is fcarfe, yet may they have 
either fifh or flelh for their labour .* and furely that place 
is not miferably poore to them that are there, where fbure 
Egges may be had for a Penny, and a quart of new Milke 
at the fame rate : Where Butter is fixe-pence a pound, and 
Chefliire-Cheefe at five pence; fure Middle/ex affoords 
London no better penny-worths. What though there be 
no fuch plenty, as to cry thefe things in the ftreetes ? yet 
every day affords thefe penny-worths to thofe that neede 
them in moft places. I dare not fay in all : Can they be 
very poore, where for foure thouland foules, there are 
fifteene hundred head of Cattle, befides foure thoufand 
Groates, and Sivine innumerable ? In an ill flieepe-yeare I 
have knowne Mutton as deere in OUrEngland^ and deerer 
than Goates-flefh is in New England^ which is altogether 
as good if fancy be fet afide. 

Chap. XIL 
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Chap. XIL 

What provijion is to be made for a Journey at Sea^ and 
what to carry with us for our ufe at Land. 

MAny peradventure at the looking over of thefe rela- 
tions, may have inclinations or refolution for the 
Voyage, to whom I wifh all profperity in their under- 
takings; although I will ufe no forcive arguments to per- 
fwade any, but leave them to the relation; yet by way of 
advice, I would commend to them a few lines from the 
Pen of experience. And becaufe the way to New England 
IS over Sea, it will not be amiffe to give you direftions, 
what is moft necessary to bee carried. Many I fuppofe, 
know as well, or better than my felfe ; yet all doe not, to 
thofe my dire6lions tend; although every man have fhip- 
provifions allowed him for his five pound a man, which is 
fait Beefe, Porke, fait Fifh, Butter, Cheefe, Peafe, Pottage, 
Water-grewell, and fuch kinde of Vi6tuals, with good 
Biskets, and fixe-fliilling Beere : yet will it be neceflary, to 
carry fome comfortable refrefliing of frefli vi6luall. As 
firft, for fuch as have ability, fome Conferves, and good 
Clarret Wine to burne at Sea: Or you may have it by 
fome of your Vintners or Wine-Coopers burned here, & 
put up into veffels, which will keepe much better than 
other burnt Wine, it is a very comfortable thing for the 
ftomacke ; or fuch as are Sea-ficke : Sallet-oyle likewife. 
Prunes are good to be ftewed; Sugar for many things: 
White Biskets, and Egs, and Bacon, Rice, Poultry, and 
fome weather-flieepe to kill aboard the fliip; and fine 
flowre-baked meates, will keepe about a weeke or nine 
dayes at Sea. luyce of Lemons well put up, is good 
either to prevent or cure the Scurvy. Here it mull not be 
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forgotten to carry fmall Skillets, or Pipkins, and fmall 
frying-panns, to dreffe their vi£tuals in at Sea. For bed- 
ding, fo it be eafie, and cleanely, and warme, it is no mat- 
ter how old or coarfe it be for the ufe of the Sea ; and fo 
likewife for Apparrell, the oldeft cloathes be the fitteft, 
with a long coarfe coate, to keepe better things from the 
pitched ropes and plankes. Whofoever fhall put to Sea in 
a ftoute and well-conditioned fhip, having an honeft Mailer, 
and loving Seamen, fhall not neede to feare, but he fhall 
finde as good content at Sea, as at Land. 

It is too common with many to feare the Sea more than 
they neede, and all fuch as put to Sea, confefTe it to be 
lefTe tedious than they either feared or expefted. A fhip 
at Sea may well be compared to a Cradle, rocked by a 
carefull Mothers hand, which though it be moved up and 
downe, yet is it not in danger of falling ; So a fhip may 
often be rocked too and againe upon the troublefome Sea, 
yet feldome doth it finke or over-turne, becaufe it is kept 
by that carefull hand of Providence by which it is rocked. 
It was never knowne yet, that any fhip in that voyage was 
caft away, or that ever fell into the Enemies hand. 

For the health of PafTengers it hath beene obferved, that 
of fixe hundred foules, not above three or foure haue dyed 
at Sea: It is probable in fuch a company, more might 
have dyed either by fickneffe or cafualities, if they had 
flayed at home. For Women, I fee not but that they doe 
as well as men, and young Children as well as either; 
having their healths as well at Sea as at Land : Many like- 
wife which have come with fuch foule bodies to Sea, as 
did make their dayes uncomfortable at Land, have beene 
fo purged and clarified at Sea, that they have beene more 
healthfuU for after-times; their weake appetites being 
turned to good ftomackes, not onely defiring, but likewife 
difgefting fuch vifhials as the Sea affords. Secondly, for 
dire6tions for the Countrey, it is not to be feared, but that 
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men of good eftates may doe well there ; alwayes provided, 
that they goe wel accommodated with fervants. In which 
I would not wifh them to take over-many; tenne or twelve 
lufty fervants being able to mannage an eftate. of two 
or three thoufand pound. It is not the multiplicity of 
many bad fervants, (which prefently eates a man out 
of houfe and harbour, as lamentable experience hath made 
manifeft) but the induftry of the faithfuU and diligent 
labourer, that enricheth the carefuU Mailer; fo that he 
that hath many dronifh fervants, Ihall foone be poore; and 
he that hath an induftrious family, Ihall as foone be rich. 

Now for the incouragement of his men, he mull not 
doe as many have done, (more through ignorance than 
delire) carry many mouthes, and no meate; but rather 
much meate for a few mouthes. Want of due maintenance 
produceth nothing but a grumbling fpirit with a fluggilh 
idleneffe, when as thofe fervants which be well provided 
for, goe thorough their imployments with fpeede and cheere- 
fulneffe. For meale, it will be requilite to carry a Hogf- 
head and a halfe, for every one that is a labourer, to keepe 
him till hee may receive the fruite of his owne labours, 
which will be a yeare and a halfe after his arrivall, if hee 
land in May or lune. He muft likewife carry Malt, Beefe, 
Butter, Cheefe, fome Peafe, good Wines, Vinegar, Strong- 
waters, &c. Whofoever tranfports more of thefe than he 
himfelfe ufeth, his over-plus being fold, will yeeld as much 
profit as any other ftaple commodity. Euery man likewife 
muft carry over good ftore of Apparrell j for if he come to 
buy it there, he Ihall finde it dearer than in England. 
Woollen-cloth is a very good comodity, and Linnen 
better; as Holland, Lockram, flaxen. Hempen, Callico 
ftufFes, Linfey-woolfies, and blew Callicoe, greene Sayes 
for Houfewives aprons. Hats, Bootes, Shooes, good Irijk 
ftockings, which if they be good, are much more fervice- 
able than knit-ones. AH kind of grocery wares, as Sugar, 
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Prunes, Raifons, Currants, Honey, Nutmegs, Cloves, &c. 
Sope, Candles, and Lamps, &c. All manner of houfhold- 
ftuffe is very good Trade there, as Pewter and Brafle, but 
great Iron-pots be preferred before BrafFe, for the ufe of 
that Country. Warming-pannes and Stewing-pannes bee 
of neceffary ufe, and good .Trafiicke there. All manner of 
Iron-wares, as all manner of nailes for houfes, and all 
manner of Spikes for building of Boates, Ships, and filhing 
ftages: all manner of tooles for Workemen, Hoes for 
planters, broad and narrow for fetting and weeding; with 
Axes both broad and pitching axes. All manner of Au- 
gers, piercing bits, Whip-faws, Two-handed faws, Froes, 
both for the riving of Pailes and Laths, rings for Beetles 
heads, and Iron-wedges ; though all thefe be made in the 
Countrey ; (there being divers Blacke-fmiths) yet being a 
heavy commodity, and taking but a little ftoage, it is cheap- 
er to carry fuch commodities out of England. Glaffe ought 
not to be forgotten of any that defire to benefit themfelves, 
or the Countrey: if it be well leaded, and carefully packet 
up, I know no commodity better for portage or fayle. 
Here likewife mull not be forgotten all vtenfils for the Sea, 
as Barbels, fplitting-knives. Leads, and Cod-hookes, and 
Lines, Machrill-hooks and lines, Sharke-hookes, Seanes, 
or Baffe nets, large and ftrong. Herring-nets, &c. Such as 
would eate Fowle, mull not forget their lixe-foote Gunnes, 
their good Powder and Ihot, of all forts; a great round 
Ihot called Ba/iable-Qiot^ is the bell; being made of a 
blacker Lead than ordinary Ihot: Furthermore, good 
Pooldavies to make fayles for Boates, Roads, and Anchors 
for Boates and Pinnaces, be good; Sea-coale, Iron, Lead, 
and Mil-Hones, Flints, Ordonances, and whatfoever a man 
can conceive is good for the Countrey, that will lie as 
Ballall, he cannot be a lofer by it. And left I Ihould for- 
get a thing of fo great importance, no man muft negleft to 
provide for himfelfe, or thofe belonging to him, his muni- 
tion 
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tion for the defence of himfelfe and the Countrey. For 
there is no man there that beares a head, but that beares 
military Armes: even Boyes of fourteene yeares of age, 
are pra6tifed with men in militarie difcipline, every three 
weeks. Whofoever Ihall carrie over Drummes and En^ 
glijk Colours, Pattefons, Halberds, Pickes, Muskets, Ban- 
delerous, with Swords, Ihall not neede to feare good gaine 
for them, fuch things being wanting in the country : Like- 
wife whatfoever Ihall be needefuU for fortifications of holds 

ft 

and Caftles, whereby the common enemy may be kept out 
in future times, is much defired. They as yet have had 
no great caufe to feare ; but becaufe fecuritie hath beene 
the overthrow of many a new plantation, it is their care 
according to their abilities, to fecure themfelves by fortifi- 
cations, as well as they can: Thus having Ihewed what 
commodities are moft ufefuU, it will not be amifle to Ihew 
you what men be moft fit for thefe plantations. 

Firft, men of good working, and contriving heads, a well 
experienced common wealths man for the good of the 
body politicke in matters of advice and counfell, a well 
skilled and induftrious husbandman, for tillage and im- 
provements of grounds; an ingenious Carpenter, a cun- 
ning loyner, a handie Cooper, fuch a one as can make 
ftrong ware for the ufe of the countrie, and a good brick- 
maker, a Tyler and a Smith, a Leather dreffer, a Gardner, 
and a Taylour: one that hath good skill in the trade of 
filhing, is of fpeciall ufe, and fo is a good Fowler, if there 
be any that hath skill in any of thefe trades, if he can 
tranfport himfelfe, he needs not feare but he may improve 
his time and endeavours to his owne benefit, and comfort; 
if any cannot tranfport himfelfe, he may provide himfelfe 
of an honeft matter, and fo may doe as well. There is 
as much freedome and liberty for fervahts as in Eng- 
land and more too; a wronged feryant Ihall have right 
volens nolens fi^om his injurious matter, and a wronged 
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mailer (hall have right of his injurious fervant, as well as 
here: Wherefore let no fervant be difcouraged from the 
voyage, that intends it. And now whereas it is generally 
reported, that fervants and poore men grow rich, and the 
mailers and Gentrie grow poore; I mull needs confeffe 
that the diligent hand makes rich, and that labouring men 
having good llore of employments, and as good pay, live 
well, and contentedly; but I cannot perceive that thofe 
that fet them aworke are any way impoveriflied by them; 
peradventure they have leffe monie by reafon of them, but 
never the leffe riches; a mans worke well done being 
more beneficiall than his monie, or other dead commodi- 
ties, which otherwife would lye by him to no purpofe. If 
any men be fo improvident as to fet men about building of 
Caftles in the Aire, or other unneceffary employments, they 
may grow poore; but fuch as employ labourers about 
planting of Corne, building of houfes, fenceing in of 
ground, filhing, and divers other neceffary occalions, Ihall 
receive as much or more by poore mens labours, than 
thofe that live in England doe from the indullrie of fuch 
as they hire; Wherefore I doe fuppofe this to be but 
the furmifings of fome that are ignorant of the Hate of the 
countrey, or elfe mifinformed by fome ill willers to the 
plantations. Many objections I know are daily invented, 
to hinder the proceedings of thefe new plantations, which 
may dampe the unfettled fpirits of fuch as are not greatly 
affedled with thofe undertakings ; Some fay the Spaniard 
layes claime to the whole country, being the firft difcov- 
erer hereof, and that he may make invafion upon thofe 
parts as well as he hath done upon S. Chriftophers^ and S. 
Martins^ and thofe places: but it doth not follow that 
becaufe he tooke fuch places as lay jull in his way to the 
Wejl Indies^ that hee Ihould come thoufands of miles with 
a great Navie to plantations, as yet not worth the pillage : 
and when the plantations are growne noted in the eyes of 
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the common foes for wealth, it is hoped that when the 
Bees have Honie in their Hives, they will have flings in 
their tailes. Hath not Virginia beene planted many 
yeares which is foure hundred miles nearer the Spaniards 
courfe, and yet never met with any afFrontments ; fo that 
this fcruple fmells of feare and pufiU-animitie. To wipe 
away all groundlefle calumniations, and to anfwer to every 
too curious obje6tions, and frivolous queftion (fome fo 
fimple as not aihamed to aske whether the Sunne fliines 
there or no) were to run in infinitum; but I hope that the 
feverall manufcripts and letters, and informations by word 
of mouth from fuch of our honeft countrimen which daily 
have recourfe unto us, have given full fatisfaftion to fuch 
as are well willers to the plantations ; and for fuch as are 
eftranged to it in afFeftion, if every word that hath beene 
eyther writ or fpoken were a forcive argument, yet would 
it be too little to fteddie their beleefe in any one particular 
concerning the country. Some are nimble eared to heare 
faults, and fo ready tongued to publilh them, yea often 
times with flrained conflruftions ; a falfe afleveration ufu- 
ally winneth more beleefe than two verifying negatives 
can refettle: Some there are who count with Claudian 
that it is an incomparable happinefle to have their birth, 
life & burying in the fame place : thefe are never likly to 
remove further than the fliell of their owne countrie. But 
becaufe there are fome noble fpirits that devote their 
flates, and their perfons, to the common good of their king 
and country, I have therefore for their dire6tion and de- 
light made this relation : For as the end of my travell was 
obfervation, fo I defire the end of my obfervatien may tend 
to the information of others : As I have obferved what I 
have feene, and written what I have obferved, fo doe I de- 
fire to publifli what I have written, defiring it may be 
beneficiall to pofteritie; and if any man defire to fill him- 
felfe at that fountaine, from whence this tafling cup was 
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taken, his owne experience fliall tell him as much as I 
have here related, and thus I paflTe from the country as it 
ftands to the Englijh, and come to difcourfe how it ftands 
to the old Natives, and they to it, as foUoweth. 

THE 



THE 

SECOND 

PART. 

Of the Indians, their persons, cloa- 

things, diet, natures, customes, lawes, mar- 
riages, worfliips, conjurations, wanes, 
games, huntings, nfliings, sports, 
language, death, and burials. 



Of ike ConneSlacuts, Mowhacks, or fuck Indians as are 
Wejl-ward. 

BHe country as it is in relation to the In- 
dians is divided as it were into Shires, 
every feverall divifion being fwayde by 
a feverall king. The Indians to the Eaft 
and North eaft, bearing the name of 
|V Churckers, and Tarrenteenes. Thefe in 
J the Southerne parts be called Peguanis, 
and Narraganffls \ thofe who are feated Weft-ward be 
called ConneSlaculs, and Mowhacks : Our Indians that live 
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to the North- ward of them, be called Aberginians^ who 
before the fweeping Plague, were an Inhabitant not fear- 
ing, but rather fcorning the confrontments of fuch as now 
count them but the fcumme of the country, and would 
foone roote them out of their native pofleffions were it not 
for the Englijh. 

Thefe are a cruell bloody people, which were wont to 
come downe upon their poore neighbours with more than 
bruitilh favageneffe, fpoyling of their Corne, burning their 
houfes, flaying men, ravifliing women, yea very Caniballs 
they were, fometimes eating on a man one part after 
another before his face, and while yet living; in fo much 
that the very name of a Mowhack would ftrike the heart 
of a poore Abergenian dead, were there not hopes at hand of 
releefe from Englijh to fuccour them ; For thefe inhumane 
homicides confefle that they dare not meddle with a white 
faced man, accompanyed with his hot mouth'd weapon. 
Thefe Indians be a people of a tall ftature, of long grimme 
vifages, flender wafted, and exceeding great armes and 
thighes, wherein they fay their ftrength lyeth ; and this I 
rather beleeve becaufe an honeft gentleman told me, upon 
his knowledge, that he faw one of them with a fiUippe 
with his finger kill a dogge, who afterward flead him and 
fod him, and eate him to his dinner. They are fo hardie 
that they can eate fuch things as would make other /«- 
dians ficke to looke upon, being deftitute of fifli and flefli, 
they fuffice hunger and maintaine nature with the ufe of 
vegetatives; but that which they moft hunt after, is the 
flefli of man ; their cuftome is if they get a flranger neere 
their habitations, not to butcher him immediately, but 
keeping him in as good plight as they can, feeding him 
with the beft vifhialls they have. As a neere neighbouring 
Indian aflured me, who found what he had fpoke true by 
a lamentable experience, ftill wearing the cognizance of 
their cruelty on his naked arme, who being taken by them 
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eate of their foode, lodged in their beds, nay he was 
brought forth every day, to be new painted, piped unto, 
and hem'd in with a ring of bare skinned morris dancers, 
who prefented their antiques before him : In a word, when 
they had fported enough about this walking Maypole, a 
rough hewne fatyre cutteth a gobbit of flelh from his 
brawnie arme, eating it in his view, fearing it with a fire- 
brand, leaft the blood fhould be wafted before the morning, 
at the dawning wherof they told him they would make an 
end as they had begun; hee anfwered that he cared as 
little for their threats as they did for his life, not fearing 
death; wherupon they led him bound into a Wigwam, 
where he fate as a condemned Prifoner, grating his teeth 
for anguifh being for the prefent fo hampered, and the 
next day to be entombed in fo many living fepulchers ; he 
extends his ftrength to the utmoft, breaketh the bands 
from his hands, and loofing the cords from his feete, 
thought at once to be revenged for the flefti of his arme, 
and finding a hatchet, layes on with an arme of revenge 
to the unliving of ten men at firft onfet, afterward taking 
the opportunitie of the dead of night, fled through the 
woods and came to his native home, where he ftill lives to 
rehearfe his happie efcapall ; of the reft of their inhumane 
cruelties let the Dutchmen, (who live among them) teftifie, 
as likewife the cruell manner of leading their prifoners 
captive, whom they doe not onely pinnion with Iharpe 
thongs, but likewife bore holes through their hamilrings, 
through which they thread a cord coupling ten or a dozen 
men together. 

Thefe Indians be more defperate in warres than the 
other Indians \ which proceeds not onely from the fierce- 
nelTe of their natures, but alfo in that they know themfelves 
to be better armed and weaponed ; all of them wearing fea 
horfe skinnes and barkes of trees, made by their Art as 
impenitrable it is thought as fteele, wearing head peeces of 
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the fame, under which they march fecurely and undanted- 
ly, running, and fiercely crying out, Hadree Hadree fucco^ 
mee fuccomee we come we come to fucke your blood, not 
fearing the feathered fhafts of the ftrong-armed bow-men, 
but like unruly headftrong ftallions beate them downe with 
their right hand Tamahaukes, and left hand lavelins, being 
all the weapons which they ufe, counting bowes a coward- 
ly fight. Tamahaukes be ftaves of two foote and a halfe 
long, and a knob at one end as round and bigge as a foote- 
ball : a lavelin is a Ihort fpeare, headed with fharpe fea- 
horfe teeth ; one blow or thruft with thefe ftrange weapons, 
will not neede a fecond to hailen death, fi-om a Mowhackes 
arme. I will conclude this difcourfe concerning the Mow^ 
hackeSy in a tragicall rehearfall of one of their combates. 
A Sagamore inhabiting neere thefe Canniballs, was fo 
dayly annoyed with their injurious inhumanitie, that he 
muft either become a tributarie fubjedt to their t5a-annie, 
or releafe himfelfe fi^om thraldome by the ftroke of warre, 
which he was unable to wage of himfelfe : wherefore with 
faire entreaties, plaufible perfwafions, forcive arguments, 
and rich prefents he fent to other Sagamores^ he procured 
fo many fouldiers as fummed with his owne, made his 
forces fixe thoufand ftrong; with the which he refolutely 
marched towards his enemies, intending either to win the 
horfe or loofe the faddle ; His enemies having heard of his 
defignes, plotted how to confi-ont him in his enterprize, 
and overthrow him by trecherie ; which they thus attempt- 
ed; knowing their enemies were to fwimme over a mud- 
die river, they divided their bands lying in ambufh on both 
fides the river, waiting his approach, who fufpeSed no 
danger looking for nothing but vi6tory; but immediately 
they were invyroned with their unexpe6ted foes, in their 
greatefl: difadvantage : for being in the water, flbioote they 
could not, for fwimming was their aftion ; and when they 
came to the fide, they could not runne away, for their 

feete 



Chap. 2. New Englands ProspeB. 67 

feete ftucke fall in the mudde, and their adverfaries impaled 
them about, clubbing and darting all that attained the 
Ihore; fo that all were killed and captived, faving three 
who fwimming further under the waters (like the Ducke 
that efcapeth the Spannell by diving) untill they were out 
of fight of their blood thirftie foes, recovered the ihoare 
creeping into the thickets, from whence after a little 
breathing and refting of their weary limbes, they marched 
through the woods and arrived at their owne homes, relat- 
ing to their, inquifitive furvivers the fadde event of their 
warre, who a long time after deplored the death of their 
friends, ftill placing the remembrance of that day in the 
Callender of their mifhappes. 



Chap. II. 

0/ the Tarrenteenes or the Indians inhabiting 

Eajlward. 

THe Tarrenteenes faving that they eate not mans flefh, 
are little lelTe falvage, and cruell than thefe Canni- 
balls : our Indians doe feare them as their deadly enemies ; 
for fo many of them as they meete they kill. About 2 
yeares agoe, our Indians being bufie about their accuftomed 
huntings, not fufpe6ting them fo neere their owne liberties, 
were on the fuddaine furprized by them, fome being flaine, 
the refl efcaping to their Englijh AJylum, whither they 
durfl not purfue them ; their Sagamore was wounded by 
an arrow, but prefently cured by Englijh Chirurgery. 
Thefe Indians are the more infolent, by reafon they have 
guns which they dayly trade for with the French^ (who 
will fell his eyes as they fay, for beaver:) but thefe doe 
them more credit than fervice ; for having guns they want 
powder, or if they have that, tiiey want fhot, fomething or 
other being alwayes wanting; fo that they ufe them for 
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little, but to falute coafting boates that come to trade, who 
no fooner can anchor in any harbour; but they prefent 
them with a voUie of Ihot, asking for facke and ftrong 
liquors, which they fo much love fince the Englijh ufed to 
trade it with them, that they will fcarfe trade for any thing 
elfe, lafhing out into exceffive abufe, firft taught by the 
example of fome of our Englijh who to uncloathe them of 
their beaver coates, clad them with the infe6lion of fwear- 
ing and drinking, which was never in fafhion with them 
before, it being contrary to their nature to guzell downe 
ftrong drinke, or ufe fo much as to fippe of ftrong-waters, 
vntill our beftiall example and dilhoneft incitation hath 
brought them to it; from which I am fure fprung many 
evill confequents, as diforder, quarrels, wrongs, uncon- 
fcionable and forcive wrefting of Beaver and Wampom- 
peage: and from over-flowing Cups there hath beene a 
proceeding to revenge, murther and over-flowing of blood. 
As witneffe Maifter Wayes Boate, which they lunke with 
ftones after they had killed his fon, with three more : buz- 
zing the Englijh in the eares, that they fee it bulged againft 
the rockes, and the men drowned in the beating furges: 
but afterwards being betrayed, as many as were caught, 
were hanged. Another who was fituated on Richtnonds 
Hand, living as he lift amongft them, making his couetous 
corrupt will his law; after many abufes, was with his 
family one evening treacheroufly murthered, under a faire 
pretence of trade ; fo that thefe that lived befide the Law 
of God, and their King, and the light of Nature, dyed by 
their hands that car'd neither for God, King, nor Nature. 
Take thefe Indians in their owne trimme and naturall dif- 
pofition, and they be reported to be wife, lofty-fpirited, 
conflant in friendfhip to one another ; true in their promife, 
and more induftrious than many others. 

Chap. III. 
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Chap. III. 

Of the Pequants and Narraganfets^ Indians inhabiting 

Southward 

THe Pequants be a ftately warlike people, of whom I 
never heard any mifdemeanour ; but that they were 
lull and equall in their dealings ; not treacherous either to 
their Country-men, or Englijh : Requiters of courtesies, 
affable towards the Englijh. Their next neighbours the 
Narraganfets^ be at this prefent the moft numerous people 
in thofe parts, the moll rich alfo, and the moll induf- 
trious; being the llore-houfe of all fuch kind of wild 
Merchandize as is amongll them. Thefe men are the 
moll curious minters of their Wampompeage and Mow-- 
hakes J which they forme out of the inmoft wreaths of Peri- 
winkle-lhels. The Northerne, Eallerne, and Wellerne 
Indians fetch all their Coyne from thefe Southerne Mint- 
mailers. From hence they have moll of their curious 
Pendants & Bracelets; from hence they have their great 
Hone-pipes, which wil hold a quarter of an ounce of 
Tobacco, which they make with lleele-drils and other 
inllruments; fuch is their ingenuity & dexterity, that they 
can imitate the Englijh mold fo accurately, tibat were it 
not for matter and colour it were hard to diftinguilh them ; 
they make them of greene, & fometimes of blacke Hone ; 
they be much delired of our Englijh Tobaconills, for their 
rarity, llrength, handfomneffe, and coolneffe. Hence like- 
wife our Indians had their pots wherein they ufed to feeth 
their viftuals before they knew the ufe of Braffe. Since 
the Englijh came, they have employed moll of their time 
in catching of Beavers, Otters, and Mufqualhes, which 
they bring downe into the Bay, returning backe loaded 
with Englijh commodities, of which they make a double 
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profit, by felling them to more remote Indians^ who are 
ignorant at what cheape rates they obtaine them, in com- 
parifon of what they make them pay, fo making their 
neighbours ignorance their enrichment. Although thefe 
be populous, yet I never heard they were delirous to take 
in hand any martiall enterprize, or expofe themfelves to 
the uncertaine events of warre : wherefore the Pequants 
call them Women-like men; but being uncapable of a 
jeare, they reft fecure under the conceit of their populari- 
tie, and feeke rather to grow rich by induftrie, than 
famous by deeds of Chevalry. But to leave ftrangers, and 
come to declare what is experimentally knowne of the 
Indians^ amongft whom we live ; of whom in the next 
Chapter, 



Chap. IV. 
Of the Aberginians or Indians Northward. 

FIrft of their Stature, moft of them being betweene 
five or fix foote high, ftraight bodied, ftrongly com- 
pofed, fmooth skinned, merry countenanced, of complex- 
ion fomething more fwarthy than Spaniards^ black hair'd, 
high foreheaded, blacke ey'd, out-nofed, broad ihouldred, 
brawny arm'd, long and flender handed, out brefted, fmall 
wafted, lanke bellied, well thighed, flat kneed, handfome 
growne leggs, and fmall feete; In a word, take them 
when the blood briskes in their veines, when the flefli is 
on their backs, and marrow in their bones, when they 
frolick in their antique deportments and Indian poftures ; 
and they are more amiable to behold (though onely in 
Adams livery) than many a compounded phantafticke in 
the neweft fafliion. It may puzzle beliefe, to conceive 
how fuch luftie bodies fliould have their rife and daily 
fupportment from fo flender a foftering; their houfes being 

meane. 



— --—- .1 



Ghap. 4, New Englands ProspeB. 7 1 

meane, their lodging as homely, commons fcant, their 
drinke water, and Nature their bell cloathing; in them the 
old proverbe may well be verified: {Natura paucis con- 
tentd) for though this be their daily portion, they ftill are 
healthfuU and lufly. I have beene in many places, yet 
did I never fee one that was borne either in redundance 
or defeft a monfter, or any that fickneffe had deformed, or 
cafualitie made decrepit, faving one that had a bleared 
eye, and an other that had a wenne on his cheeke. The 
reafon is rendred why they grow fo proportionable, and 
continue fo long in their vigour (moll of them being 50 
before a wrinkled brow or gray haire bewray their age) is 
becaufe .they are not brought downe with fuppreffing 
labour, vexed with annoying cares, or drowned in the 
excelfive abufe of overflowing plenty, which oftentimes 
kils them more than want, as may appeare in them. For 
when they change their bare Indian commons for the 
plenty of Englands fuller diet, it is fo contrary to their 
ftomacks, that death or a defperate ficknefle immediately 
accrews, which makes fo few of them defirous to fee 
England. Their fwarthinefle is the Sun's livery, for they 
are borne faire. Their fmooth skins proceede fi-om the 
often anoynting of their bodies with the oyle of filhes, and 
the fat of Eagles, with the greafe of Rackoones, which 
they hold in fummer, the beft antidote to keepe their 
skinne fi-om bliftering with the fcorching Sunne ; and it is 
their beft armour againft the Mulketoes, the fureft expeller 
of the hairy excrement, and flops the pores of their bodies 
againft the nipping winters cold. Their black haire is 
naturall, yet it is brought to a more jetty colour by oyling, 
dying, and daily drelfing. Sometimes they weare it very 
long, hanging down in a loofe dilhevel'd womanilh man- 
ner; otherwhile tied up hard and Ihort like a horfe taile, 
bound clofe with a fillet, which they fay makes it grow 
the fafter: they are not a little phantafticall or cuftomfick 
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in this particular; their boyes being not permitted to 
-weare their haire long till fixteene yeares of age, and then 
they muft come to it by degrees; fome being cut with a 
long foretop, a long locke on the crowne, one of each fide 
of his head, the reft of his haire being cut even with the 
fcalpe ; the young men and fouldiers weare their haire long 
on tihe one fide, the other fide being cut fhort like a fcrew; 
other cuts they have as their fancie befooles them, which 
would torture the wits of a curious Barber to imitate. But 
though they be thus wedded to the haire of their head, 
you cannot wooe them to w^eare it on their chinnes, 'where 
it no fooner growes, but it is ftubbed up by the rootes, for 
they count it as an unufefull, cumberfome, and opprobrious 
excrement, infomuch as they call him an Englijh mans 
baftard that hath but the appearance of a beard, which 
fome have growing in a ftaring fafliion, like the beard of 
a cat, which makes them the more out of love with them, 
choofing rather to have no beards than fuch as fhould 
make them ridiculous. 



Chap. V. 

Of their Apparell^ Ornaments^ Paintings^ and other artifi" 
ciall deckings. 

NOw thefe naked bodies may feeme too weake to 
withftand the aflaulting heat of their parching Sum- 
mers, and the piercing cold of the icie Winters, or it may 
be furmifed that thefe earthly fabricks fliould be wafted 
to nothing by the tempeftuous dafliings of wind-driven 
raines, having neither that which may warme within, 
or fhelter without; yet thefe things they looke not 
after, faving a paire of Indian Breeches to cover that 
which modefly commands to be hid, which is but a peece 
of cloth a yard and a halfe long, put betweene their groin- 
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ings, tied with a fnakes skinne about their middles, one 
end hanging downe with a flap before, the other like a 
taile behinde. In the Winter time the more aged of them 
weare leather drawers, in forme like Iri/h troufes, faftned 
under their girdle with buttons ; they weare fhooes like- 
wife of their owne making cut out of a Moofes hide, many 
of them weare skinnes about them, in forme of an Iri/k 
mantle, and of thefe fome be Beares skinnes, Moofes 
skinnes, and Beaver skinnes fewed together. Otter skinnes, 
and Rackoone skinnes ; m oft of them in the Winter 
having his deepe furr'd Cat skinne, like a long large muffe, 
which hee fhifts to that arme which lieth moft expofed to 
the winde; thus clad, hee bufles better through a world 
of cold in a froft-paved wildernefle, than the furred Citizen 
in his warmer Stoave. If their fancie drive them to trade, 
they choofe rather a good courfe blanket, thorough which 
they cannot fee, interpofing it betweene the funne and 
them; or a piece of broade cloth, which they ufe for a 
double end, making it a coate by day, and a covering by 
night; they love not to be imprifoned in our Englijk 
fafliion; they love their owne dogge - fafhion better (of 
fhaking their eares, and being ready in a moment) than to 
fpend time in drefling them, though they may as well 
fpare it as any men I know, having little elfe to doe. But 
the chiefe reafons they render why they will not comforme 
to our Englijh apparell, are, becaufe their women cannot 
wafh them when they bee foyled, and their meanes will not 
reach to buy new when they have done with their old; 
and they confidently beleeve, the Englijh will not be fo 
liberall as to furnifli them upon gifture : therefore they 
had rather goe naked than be loufie, and bring their 
bodies out of their old tune, making them more tender 
by a new acquired habit, which poverty would conftraine 
them to leave : although they be thus poore, yet is there 
in them the fparkes of naturall pride, which appeares in 

K their 



74 -/Vero Englands ProspeSi. Part 2. 

their longing delire after many kinde of ornaments, wear- 
ing pendants in their eares, as formes of birds, beafts, 
and fifhes, carved out of bone, fhels, and ftone, with long 
bracelets of their curious wrought wampompeage and 
mowhackees, which they put about their necks and loynes ; 
thefe they count a rare kinde of decking; many of the 
better fort bearing upon their cheekes certaine pourtraitures 
of beafts, as Beares, Deares, Moofes, Wolves, &c, fome of 
fowls, as of Eagles, Hawkes, &c. which be not a fuperfi- 
ciall painting, but a certaine incifion, or elfe a railing of 
their skin by a fmall fharpe inftrument, under which tiiey 
conveigh a certain kind of black unchangeable inke, which 
makes the deiired forme apparent and permanent. Others 
have certaine round Impreflions downe the outfide of their 
armes and brefts, in forme of mullets or fpur-rowels, 
which they imprint by fearing irons: whether thefe be 
foiles to illuftrate their unparalleld beauty (as they deeme 
it) or Armes to blazon their antique Gentilitie, I cannot 
eafily determine : but a Sagamore with a Humberd in his 
eare for a pendant, a black hawke on his occiput for his 
plume, Mowhackees for his gold chaine, good ftore of 
Wampompeage begirting his loynes, his bow in his hand, 
his quiver at his back, with fix naked Indian fpatterlaithes 
at his heeles for his guard, thinkes himfelfe little inferiour 
to the great Cfiam ; hee will not ftick to fay, hee is all one 
with King Charles. He thinkes hee can blow downe 
Caftles with his breath, and conquer kingdomes with his 
conceit This Pompey can endure no equall, till one 
dayes adverfe lotterie at their game (called Puimme) 
metamorphize him into a Codrus^ robbing him of his 
conceited wealth, leaving him in minde and riches equall 
with his naked attendants, till a new taxation furnifh him 
with a frefh fupplie. 

Chap, VL 
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Chap. VI. 

0/ their dyety cookery y meale-timeSy and hofpitality at their 
Kettles. 

HAving done with their moft needful! cloathings and 
ornamentall deckings; may it pleafe you to feaft 
your eyes with their belly-timbers, which I fuppofe would 
be \ywX.Jlibium to weake ftomacks as they cooke it, though 
never so good of it felfe. In Winter-time they have all 
manner of fowles of the water and of the land, & beafts of 
the land and water, pond-fifh, with Catharres and other 
rootes, Indian beanes and Clamms. In the Summer they 
have all manner of Sea-filh, with all forts of Berries. For 
the ordering of their vi6hials, they boile or roaft them, 
having large Kettles which they traded for with the French 
long fince, and doe ftill buy of the Englijh as their neede 
requires, before they had fubftantiall earthen pots of their 
owne making. Their fpits are no other than cloven fticks 
(harped at one end to thruft into the ground ; into thefe clo- 
ven fticks they thruft the flefti or fifti they would have rofted, 
behemming a round fire with a dozen of fpits at a time, 
turning them as they fee occafion. Some of their fcullerie 
having dreffed these homely cates, prefents it to his guefts, 
diftiing it up in a rude manner, placing it on the verdent 
carpet of the earth which Nature fpreads them, without 
either trenchers napkins, or knives, upon which their 
hunger-fawced ftomacks impatient of delayes, fals aboard 
without fcrupling at unwaftied hands, without bread, fait, 
or beere ; lolling on the Turkifti fafhion, not ceafing till 
their fixU bellies leave nothing but emptie platters: they 
feldome or never make bread of their Indian corne, but 
feeth it whole like beanes, eating three or foure cornes 
with a mouthfuU of fifli or flelh, foraetimes eating meate 
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firft, and cornes after, filling chinkes with their broth. In 
Summer, when their come is fpent, Ifquouterfquafhes is 
their bell bread, a fruite like a young Pumpion. To fay, 
and to fpeake paradoxically, they be great eaters, and yet 
little meate-men; when they vifit our Englifh^ being invit- 
ed to eate, they are very moderate, whether it be to fhew 
their manners, or for fliamefaftnefle, I know not; but at 
home they will eate till their bellies ftand fouth, ready to 
fplit with fulneffe ; it being their fafhion to eate all at fome 
times, and fometimes nothing at all in two or three dayes, 
wife Providence being a llranger to their wilder wayes: 
they be right Infidels, neither caring for the morrow, or 
providing for their owne families ; but as all are fellowes 
at foot-ball, fo they all meete fi-iends at the kettle, faving 
their Wives, that dance a Spaniell-like attendance at their 
backes for their bony fragments. If their imperious occa- 
fions caufe them to travell, the beft of their viftuals for 
their journey is Nocake^ (as they call it) which is nothing 
but Indian Corne parched in the hot afhes; the aflies 
being fifted firom it, it is afterward beaten to powder, and 
put into a long leatherne bag, trufled at their backe like 
a knapfacke ; out of which they take thrice three fpoone- 
fuUs a day, dividing it into three meales. If it be in 
Winter, and Snow be on the ground, they can eate when 
they pleafe, flopping Snow after their dufty vi6luals, which 
otherwife would feed the little better than a Tiburne 
halter. In Sumer they muft flay till they meete with a 
Spring or Brooke, where they may have water to prevent 
the imminent danger of choaking. with this flrange viati- 
cum they will travell foure or five daies together, with 
loads fitter for Elephants than men. But though they can 
fare fo hardly abroad, at home their chaps mufl walke 
night and day as long as they have it. They keepe no fet 
meales, their flore being fpent, they champe on the bit, 
till they meete ^\^ fi-efli fupplies, either from their owne 
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endeavours, or their wives induftry, who trudge to the 
Clani'bankes when all other meanes faile. Though they 
be fometimes fcanted, yet are they as free as Emperours, 
both to their Country-men and Englifh^ be he ftranger, or 
neare acquaintance; counting it a great difcourtefie, not to 
eate of their high-conceited delicates, and fup of their 
un-oat-meaPd broth, made thicke with Fifties, Fowles, and 
Beafts boyled all together; fome remaining raw, the reft 
converted by over-much feething to a loathed mafti, not 
halfe fo good as Irijh Boniclapper. 



Chap. VII. 

Of their difpojitions and good qualifications^ as frienc^ip^ 
con/lancy^ truths and affability. 

TO enter into a ferious difcourfe concerning the naturall 
conditions of thefe Indians^ might procure admira- 
tion from the people of any civilized Nations, in regard of 
their civility and good natures. If a Tree may be judged 
by his friiite, and difpofitions calculared by exteriour ac- 
tions ; then may it be concluded, that thefe Indians are of 
affable, courteous, and well difpofed natures, ready to 
communicate the beft of their wealth to the mutuall good 
of one another; and the lefle abundance they have, to 
manifeft their entire friendftiip ; fo much the more perfpi- 
cuous is their love, in that they are as willing to part with 
their Mite in poverty, as treafure in plenty. As he that 
kills a Deere, fends for his friends, and eates it merrily: 
So he that receives but a piece of bread from an Englijk 
hand, parts it equally betweene himfelfe and his come- 
rades, and eates it lovingly. In a word, a friend can 
command his friend, his houfe, and whatfoever is his, 
(faving his Wife) and have it freely: And as they are 
love-linked thus in common courtefie, fo are they no way 
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fooner dis-joynted than by ingratitude; accounting an 
ungrateful! perfon a double robber of a man, not onely of 
his courtefie, but of his thankes which he might receive 
of another for the fame proffered, or received kindnefTe, 
Such is their love to one another, that they cannot endure 
to fee their Countrey-men wronged, but will fland fliffely 
in their defence : plead fb-ongly in their behalfe, and juflilie 
one anothers integrities in any warrantable a6tion. If it 
were poffible to recount the courtefies they have fhewed 
the Englijh^ fince their firfl arrivall in thofe parts, it would 
not onely lleddy beleefe, that they are a loving people, 
but alfo winne the love of thofe that never faw them, and 
wipe off that needelelTe feare that is too deepely rooted in 
the conceits of many, who thinke them envious, and of 
fuch rankerous and inhumane difpofitions, that they will 
one day make an end of their Englijh inmates. The worfl 
indeede may be furmifed, but the Englijh hitherto have 
had little caufe to fufpeft them, but rather to be convinced 
of tiieir truftinefTe, feeing they have as yet beene the dif- 
clofers of all fuch treacheries as have bin pra6iifed by other 
Indians. And whereas once there was a proffer of an 
univerfall League amongfl all the Indians in thofe parts, 
to the intent that they might all joyne in one united force, 
to extirpiate the Englijh^ our Indians refufed the motion, 
replying, they had rather be fervants to the Englifh^ of 
whom they were confident to receive no harme, and firom 
whom they had received fo many favours, and alTured 
good teflimonies of their love, than equals with them, 
who would cut their throates upon the leafl offence, and 
make them the fhambles of their cruelty. Furthermore, 
if any roaving fhips be upon the coafls, and chance to 
harbour either Eaft-ward, North-ward, or South-ward in 
any unufuall Port, they will giue us certaine intelligence of 
her burthen and forces, defcribing their men either by 
language or features; which is a great priviledge and no 
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fmall advantage. Many wayes hath their advice and 
endeavour beene advantagious unto us; they being our 
firft inftru6lers for the planting of their Indian Corne, by 
teaching us to cull out the fineft feede, to obferve the 
fitteft feafon, to keepe diftance for holes, and fit meafure 
for hills, to worme it, and weede it; to prune it, and dreffe 
it as occafion fhall require. 

Thefe Indians be very hofpitable, infomuch that when 
the Englijh have trauelled forty, fifty, or threefcore miles 
into the Countrey, they have entertained them into their 
houfes, quartered them by themfelves in the beft roomes, 
providing the beft vi6luals they could, exprefling their 
welcome in as good termes as could be expefted fi-om 
their flender breeding; ftiewing more love than comple- 
ment, not grumbling for a fortnights or three weekes 
tarrying; but rather caring to provide accommodation, 
correfpondent to their Englijh cuftome. The doubtful! 
traveller hath oftentimes beene much beholding to them 
for their guidance thorow the unbeaten Wilderneffe ; my 
felfe in this particular can doe no leffe in the due acknowl- 
edgment of their love, than fpeake their commendations, 
who with two more of my aflbciates bending our courfe to 
new Plimouthy loft our way, being deluded by a miflead- 
ing path which we ftill followed, being as we thought too 
broad for an Indian path (which feldome is broader than a 
Cart's rutte) but that the dayly concourfe of Indians fi-om 
the Naraganfets who traded for fliooes, wearing them 
homewards had made this Indian tra6l like an Englijh 
walke, and had rear'd up great ftickes againft the trees, 
and marked the reft with their hatchets in the Englijh 
fafliion, which begat in us a fecurity of our wrong way to 
be right, when indeed there was nothing leffe: The day 
being gloomy and our compaffes at home, we travelled 
hard till night to leffe purpofe than if we had fat ftill, not 
gaining an inch of our journey for a dayes travell : but 
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happily wee arrived at an Indian Wigwamme, where we 
were informed of our mifprifion, and invited to a homely 
lodging, feafted with the haunch of a fat Beere, and the 
enfuing morning the fon of my naked hoaft, for a peece 
of Tobacco, and a foure penny whittle, tooke the clew of 
his traveling experience, conducing us through the ftrange 
labyrinth of unbeaten bufhy wayes in the woody wilder- 
neffe twentie miles to our defired harbour. 

A fecond demonftration of their love in this kind may 
appeare in a paffage of the fame nature. An unexperi- 
enced wood man ranging in the woods for Deere, traveled 
fo farre beyond his knowledge, till he could not tell how 
to get out of the wood for trees, but the more he fought 
to direft himfelfe out, the more he ranne himfelfe in, from 
the home he moll defired; the night came upon him 
preventing his walking, and the extremitie of cold feafing 
upon his right foote for want of warming motion, deprived 
him of the ufe thereof, fo that he could not remoove 
farther than his fnowie bed, but had there ended his 
dayes, had not fixe commiferating Indians^ who heard of 
his wandering, found him out by diligent fearch, being 
almost dead with defpaire and cold: but afl:er they had 
conquered his defpaire with the aflTuranee of his fafe 
condu6tion to his habitation, and expelled the cold by the 
infufion of ftrong waters which they brought for the fame 
purpofe; they framed a thing like a hand barrow and 
carryed this felfe-helpelefle perfon on their bare flioulders 
twelve miles to his refidence: many other wandring be- 
nighted coafters have beene kindly entertained into their 
habitations, where they have relied and repofed themfelves 
more fecurely than if they had beene in fome blind obfcure 
old Englands Inne, being the next day dire6led in their 
right way: many lazie boyes that have runne away from 
their mailers, have beene brought home by thefe ranging 
forellers, who are as welacquainted with the craggy 
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mountaines, and the pleafant vales, the ftately woods, and 
fwampie groves, the fpacious ponds, and fwift running 
rivers, and can diftinguifh them by their names as perfe6l- 
ly, and finde them as prefently, as the experienced Citizen 
knows how to finde out Cheape-fide croffe, or London 
ftone. Such is the wifedome and pollicie of thefe poore 
men, that they will be fure to keepe correfpondence with 
our Englijk Magiftrates, expreffing their love in the execu- 
tion of any fervice they command them, fo far as lyes in 
their powre, as may appeare in this one particular. A 
certaine man having layd himfelfe open to the Kings 
lawes, fearing atachment, conviftion, and confequently 
execution: fequeftred himfelf from the honeft focietie of 
his neighbours, betaking himfelfe unto the obfcure thickets 
of the wilderneffe, where hee lived for a time undifcovered, 
till the Indians who leave no place unfearched for Deere, 
found out his haunt, and having taken notice by diverfe 
difcourfes concerning him, how that it was the governers 
defire to know where he was ; they thought it a part of 
their fervice to certifie him where he kept his rendevouze, 
who thereupon defired if they could to dire6t men to him 
for his attachment, but he had fhifted his dwelling, and 
could not be found for the prefent, yet he was after feene 
by other Indians^ but being double piftold, and well 
fworded, they feared to approach fo neere him as to grapple 
with him: wherefore they let him alone till his owne 
neceflary bufineffe caft him upon them; for having occa- 
fion to croffe a river, he came to the fide thereof, where 
was an Indian CannoWj in which the Indians were to 
croffe the river themfelves, hee vauntingly commanded 
waflage ; which they willingly graunted, but withall plotting 
how they might take him prifoner, which they thus effec- 
ted; having placed him in the midfliip of their ticklifli 
wherrie, they lanched forth into the deepe, caufing the 
capering Cannow to c^ft out her comberfome ballaft into 

L the 



82 New Eng lands ProspeSi. Part 2. 

the liquid water ; which fwomme like a ftone, and now the 
water having dank't his piftoles, and loft his Spanijh 
progge in the bottome, the Indians fwomme him out by 
the chinne to the (hore, where having dropt himfelfe a 
little dry, he began to blufter out a ftorme of rebellious 
refiftance, till they becalmed his pelting chafe with their 
pelting of pibles at him, afterward leading him as they 
lift to the governoun Thefe people be of a kinde and 
affable difpofition, yet are they very warie with whom 
they ftrike hands in friendfliippe : nothing is more hate- 
full to them than a churlifh difpofition, fo likewife is 
diffimulation: he that fpeakes feldome, and opportunely, 
being as good as his word, is the onely man they love. 
The Spaniard they fay is all one Aramoufe {viz. all one 
as a dog) the Frenchman hath a good tongue, but a falfe 
heart: The Englijh man all one fpeake, all one heart; 
wherefore they more approve of them than of any Nation : 
garrulitie is much condemmed of them, for they utter not 
many words, fpeake feldome, and then with fuch gravitie 
as is pleafing to the eare : fuch as underftand them not, 
defire yet to heare their emphaticall expreffions, and lively 
aftion; fuch is the milde temper of their fpirits that they 
cannot endure objurgations, or fcoldings. An Indian 
Sagomore once hearing an Englijh woman fcold with her 
husband, her quicke utterance exceeding his apprehenfion, 
her aftive lungs thundering in his eares, expelled him the 
houfe; from whence he went to the next neighbour, where 
he related the unfeemelineffe of her behaviour; her lan- 
guage being ftrange to him, hee expreffed it as ftrangely, 
telling them how flie cryed Nannana Nannana Nannana 
Nan, faying he was a great foole to give her the audience, 
and no correftion for ufurping his charter, and abufing 
him by her tongue. I have beene amongft diverfe of 
them, yet did I never fee any falling out amongft them, 
not fo much as croffe words, or reviling fpeeches, which 
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might provoke to blowes. And whereas it is the cuftome 
of many people in their games, if they fee the dice runne 
croffe or their cards not anfwere their expeftations ; what 
curling and fwearing, what imprecations, and raylings, fight- 
ings and ftabbings oftentimes proceede fi-om their tefty 
fpleene. How doe their bluftering paffions, make the 
place troublefome to themfelves and others ? But I have 
knowne when foure of thefe milder fpirits have fit downe 
flaking their treafures, where they have plaied foure and 
twentie houres, neither eating drinking or fleepiilg in the 
Interim ; nay which is moft to be wondered at, not 
quarreling, but as they came thither in peace fo they 
depart in peace : when he that had loft all his wampom- 
peage^ his houfe, his kettle, his beaver, his hatchet, his 
knife, yea all his little all, having nothing left but his 
naked felfe, was as merry as they that won it: fo in fports 
of a6livitie at footeball though they play never fo fiercely 
to outward appearance, yet angrer-boyling blood never 
flreames in their cooler veines, if any man be throwne he 
laughes out his foyle, there is no feeking of revenge, no 
quarreling, no bloody nofes, fcratched faces, blacke eyes, 
broken fhinnes, no brufed members, or crulhed ribs, the 
lamentables effe6ls of rage; but the goale being wonne, 
the goods on the one fide loft; friends they were at the 
footeball, and friends they muft meete at the kettle. I 
never heard yet of that Indian that was his neighbours 
homicide or vexation by his malepart, faucy, or uncivill 
tongue ; laughter in them is not common, feldome exceed- 
ing a fmile, never breaking out into fuch a lowd laughter, 
as doe many of our Englifh. Of all things they love not 
to be laught at upon any occafion ; if a man be in trade 
with them and the bargaine be almoft flrucke, if they 
perceive you laugh, they will fcarce proceed, fuppofing 
you laugh becaufe you have cheated them: the Crocodiles 
teares may fooner deceive them, than the Hienas fmiles : 
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although they be not much addi6ted to laughter, yet are 
they not of a dumpifh fad nature, but rather naturally 
chearefuU; As I never faw a gigling Democrite^ fo I 
never faw a teare dropping Heraclite\ no difafter being fo 
prevalentv as to open the flood-gate of their eyes, faving 
the death of friends, for whom they lament moft exceed- 
ingly. 



Chap. VIII. 
Of their hardinejfe. 

FOr their hardinefle it may procure admiration, no or- 
dinary paines making them fo much as alter their 
countenance; beate them, whip them, pinch them, punch 
tiiem, if they refolve not to whinch for it, they will not; 
whether it be their benummed infenfiblenefle of fmart, or 
their hardie refolutions, I cannot tell; It might be, a 
Perillus his Bull, or the disjoynting racke might force a 
roare from them, but a Turkifh drubbing would not much 
moleft them, and although they be naturally much afl^aid 
of death, yet the unexpe6ted approach of a mortall wound 
by a Bullet, Arrow, or Sword, ftrikes no more terrour, 
caufes no more exclamation, no more complaint, or 
whinching, than if it had beene a fliot into the body of a 
tree: fuch wounds as would be fuddaine death to an 
Englifh man, would be nothing to them. Some of them 
having beene fliot in at the mouth, and out under the eare, 
fome fliot in the breafl;, fome runne thorough the flankes 
with Darts, and other many defperate wounds which 
eyther by their rare skill in the ufe of vegitatives, or dia- 
bolicall charmes they cure in fliort time. Although their 
hardinefle beare them out in fuch things wherein they are 
fure death will not enfue, yet can it not expell the feare 
of death, the very name and thoughts of it is fo hideous to 

them, 



Chap. 8. New Englands ProspeB. 8 5 

them, or any thing that prefents it, or threatens it, fo terri- 
ble ; infomuch that a hundred of them will runne from two 
or three Guns, though they know they can but difpatch 
two or three at a difcharge, yet every man fearing it may 
be his lot to meete with his laft, will not come neare that 
in good earneft, which he dare play withall in jell. To 
make this good by a paffage of Experience. Three men 
having occafion of trade amongft the Wefterne Indians^ 
went up with fome fuch commodities as they thought moft 
fit for trade ; to fecure their perfon they tooke a Carbine, 
two Piftoles and a fword, which in outward fhew was not 
great refiftance to a hundred well skilled bow men : The 
Indians hearing their gunnes making a thundring noyfe, 
defired to finger one of them, & fee it difcharged into a 
tree, wondring much at the percuflion of the bullet; but 
they abiding two or three dayes, the gunnes were forgotten, 
and they began to looke at the oddes being a hundred to 
three, whereupon they were animated to worke treafon 
againft the lives of thefe men, and to take away their goods 
fi-om them by force ; but one of the Englifh underftanding 
their language, fmelt out their treachery, and being more 
fully enformed of their intent by the Indian women, who 
had more pitty, hee fteps to their King, and hailing him by 
the long haire from the reft of his councell, commanded 
him either to goe before him and guide him home, or elfe 
he would there kill him. The Sagamore feeing him fo 
rough, had not the courage to refift him, but went with him 
two miles ; but being exafperated by his men who followed 
him along, to refift, and goe no further; in the end hee 
would not, neither for faire proftiifes nor fierce threatnings, 
fo that they were conflxained there to kill him, which flruck 
fuch an amazement and daunting into the reft of that naked 
crew, with the fight of the guns, that though they might 
eafily have killed them, yet had they not the power to flioot 
an arrow, but followed them, yelling and howling for the 
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death of their King forty miles; his goods being left 
among them, he fent word by other Indians^ that unleffe 
they fent him his goods againe, which hee there left, hee 
would ferve them as hee ferved their King, whereupon 
they returned him his commodities, with intreaty of peace, 
and promifes of fairer trade if he came again. If thefe 
heartleffe Indians were fo cowed with fo flender an onfet 
on their owne dunghill, when there were fcarce fix fami- 
lies of ours in the Countrie, what need wee now feare 
them being growne into thoufands, and having knowledge 
of martiall difcipline ? In the night they neede not to be 
feared, for they will not budge from their owne dwellings 
for feare of their Abamacho (the Devill) whom they much 
feare, fpecially in evill enterprizes, they will rather lye by 
an EngU/h fire than goe a quarter of a mile in the darke to 
their owne dwellings ; but they are well freed from this 
fcarecrow fince the comming of the Englifk^ and leffe care 
for his delufions; and whereas it hath beene reported, that 
there are fuch horrible apparitions, fearefuU roarings, 
thundering and lightning raifed by the Devill, to difcour- 
age the Englifh in their fettling, I for mine owne part 
never faw or heard of any of thefe things in the Counta-ie ; 
nor have I heard of any Indians that have lately beene 
put in feare, faving two or three, and they worfe fcar'd 
than hurt, who feeing a Black-more in the top of a tree, 
looking out for his way which he had loft, furmifed he 
was Abamacho or the Devill, deeming all Devils that are 
blacker than themfelves; and being neare to the planta- 
tion, they pofted to the Engli/h, and intreated their aide to 
conjure this Devill to his owne place, who finding him 
to be a poore wandring Black-moore, condu6ted him to 
his Mafter. 

Chap. IX. 
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Chap. IX. 

0/ their wondering at the firjl view of anyjlrange 
invention* 

THefe Indians being ftrangers to Arts and Sciences, 
and being unacquainted with the inventions that are 
common to a civilized people, are ravilht with admiration 
at the firft view of any fuch fight ; They tooke the firft 
Ship they faw for a walking Hand, the Maft to be a Tree, 
the Saile white Clouds, and the difcharging of Ordinance 
for Lightning and Thunder, which did much trouble them, 
but this thunder being over, and this moving Hand ftedied 
with an Anchor, they manned out their cannowes to goe 
and picke ftrawberries there, but being faluted by the way 
with a broad fide, they cried out, what much hoggery, fo 
bigge walke, and fo bigge fpeake, and by and by kill; 
which caufed them to turne back, not daring to approach 
till they were fent for. They doe much extoll and wonder 
at the Englijh for their ftrange Inventions, efpecially for a 
Wind-mill, which in their efteeme was little leffe than the 
worlds wonder, for the ftrangeneffe of his whisking mo- 
tion, and the fliarpe teeth biting the corne (as they terme 
it) into fuch fmall peeces ; they were loath at the firft to 
come neere to his long armes, or to abide in fo tottering a 
tabernacle, though now they dare goe any where fo farre 
as they have an Englifh guide. The firft plow-man was 
counted little better than a luggler; the Indians feeing 
the plow teare up more ground in a day, than their 
Clamme fliels could fcrape up in a month, defired to fee 
the workemanfliip of it, and viewing well the coulter and 
fliare, perceiving it to be iron, told the plow-man, hee was 
almoft Abamochoj almoft as cunning as the Devill ; but the 
frefli fupplies of new and ftrange obje6ls hath leflen'd their 
admiration, and quickned their inventions, and defire of 
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pra6tifing fuch things as they fee, wherein they expreffe no 
fmall ingenuitie, and dexterity of wit, being neither fur- 
thered by art, or long experience. It is thought they 
would foon learne any mechanicall trades, having quicke 
wits, underftanding apprehenfions, ftrong memories, with 
nimble inventions, and a quicke hand in ufing of the Axe 
or Hatchet, or fuch like tooles : much good might they 
receive from the Englifh^ and much might they benefit 
themfelves, if they were not ftrongly fettered in the chaines 
of idleneffe; fo as that they had rather ftarve than worke, 
following no employments, faving fuch as are fweetned 
with more pleafures and profit than paines or care, and this 
is indeede one of the greateft accufations that can be laid 
againft them, which lies but upon the men, (the women 
being very induftrious) but it may be hoped that good 
example, and good inftru6tions may bring them to a more 
induftrious and provident courfe of life. For already, as 
they have learned much fubtiltie & cunning by bargaining 
with the Englijh^ fo have they a little degenerated from 
fome of their lazie cuftomes, and Ihew themfelves more 
induftrious. In a word, to fet them out in their beft 
colours, they be wife in their carriage, fubtle in their deal- 
ings, true in their promife, honeft in defraying of their 
debts, though poverty conftraine them to be fomething long 
before; fome having died in the Englijh debt, have left 
Beaver by order of Will for their fatisfadtion : They be 
conflant in friendftiip, merrily conceited in difcourfe, not 
luxurioufly abounding in youth, nor dotingly froward in 
old age, many of them being much civilized fince the 
Engltfh Colonies were planted, though but little edified in 
Religion: They frequent often the Engli/h Churches, 
where they will fit foberly, though they underftand not fuch 
hidden myfteries. They doe eafily beleeve fome of the 
Hiftory of the Bible, as the creation of the World, the 
making of man, with his fall : but come to tell them of a 
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Saviour, with all the paffages of the Gofpell, and it exceeds 
fo farre their Indian beleefe, that they will cry out {Pocat- 
nie) id ejl^ is it poflible ? yet fuch is their convi6tion of the 
right way, that when fome Englifh have come to their 
houfes, viftuals being offered them, forgetting to crave 
Gods blefling upon the creatures received, they have beene 
reproved by thefe, which formerly never knew what calling 
upon God meant: thus farre for their naturall difpofition 
and qualities. 

Chap. X. 
Of their Kings government^ and SubjeSls obedience. 

NOw for the matter of government amongft them: It 
is the cuftome for their Kings to inherite, the fonne 
alwayes taking the Kingdome after his fathers death. If 
there be no fonne, then the Queene rules; if no Queene, 
the next to the blood-royall ; who comes in otherwife, is 
but counted an ufurping intruder, and if his faire carriage 
beare him not out the better, they will foone unfcepter 
him. 

The Kings have no Lawes to command by, nor have 
they any annuall revenewes; yet commonly are they fo 
either feared or beloved, that halfe their Subjects eftate is 
at their Service, and their perfons at his command; by 
which command he is bett<?r knowne than by any thing 
elfe. For though hee hath no Kingly Robes, to make him 
glorious in the view of his Subjects, nor dayly Guardes to 
fecure his perfon, or Court-like attendance, nor fumptuous 
Pallaces; yet doe they yeeld all fubmiflive fubje6tion to 
him, accounting him their Soveraigne; going at his com- 
mand, and comming at his becke, not fo much as expoftu- 
lating the caufe, though it be in matters thwarting their 
wills ; he being accounted a difloyall fubjeft, that will not 
efFe6t what his Prince commands. Whofoever is knowne 
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to plot Treafon, or to lay violent hands on his lawfuU 
King, is prefently executed. Once a yeare he takes his 
progreffe, accompanied with a dozen of his beft Subje6ts to 
view his Countrey, to recreate himfelfe, and eftablifh good 
order. When he enters into any of their houfes, without 
any more complement, he is defired to fit downe on the 
ground; (for Aey ufe neither ftooles nor cufhions) and 
after a little refpite, all that be prefent, come in, and fit 
downe by him, one of his Seniors pronouncing an Oration 
gratulatory to his Majefty for his love ; and the many good 
things they enjoy under his peacefuU government. A 
King of large Dominions hath his Viceroyes, or inferiour 
Kings under him, to agitate his State-affaires, and keepe 
his Subje6te in good decorum. Other Officers there be, 
but how to diftinguifh them by name is fome-thing diffi- 
cult: For their Lawes, as their evill courfes come fhort 
of many other Nations, fo they have not fo many Lawes, 
though they be not without fome, which they infli6t upon 
notorious malefactors, as Traytors to their Prince, inhu- 
mane murtherers, and fome fay for adultery; but I cannot 
warrant it for a truth. For theft, as they have nothing to 
fteale worth the life of a man, therefore they have no law 
to execute for trivialls; a Subjeft being precious in the 
eye of his Prince, where men are fo fcarce. A malefaftor 
having deferved death, being apprehended, is brought 
before the King, and fome other of the wifeft men, where 
they enquire out the originall of a thing; after proceeding 
l^y aggravation of circumflances, he is found guilty, and 
being caft by the lury of their fb-i6t inquifition, he is con- 
demned, and executed on this manner ; The Executioner 
comes in, who blind-folds the party, fets him in the pub- 
like view, and braines him with a Tatnakauke or Club; 
which done, his fi-iends bury him. Other meanes to 
refb-aine abufes they have none, faving admonition or 
reproofe; no whippings, no Prifons, Stockes, Bilbowes, 
or the like. Chap. XI. 
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Chap. XL 

0/ their Marriages. 

Ow to fpeake fomething of their Marriages, the Kings 
or great Powwowes^ alias Conjurers, may have two 
or three Wives, but feldome ufe it. Men of ordinary 
Ranke, having but one ; which difproves the report, that 
they had eight or tenne Wives apeece. When a man hath 
a defire to Marry, he firft gets the good-will of the Maide 
or Widdow, after, the confent of her friends for her part; 
and for himfelfe, if he be at his owne difpofing, if the King 
will, the match is made, her Dowry of Wampompeage 
payd, the King joynes their hands with their hearts, never 
to part till death, unleffe Ihee prove a Whore ; for which 
they may, and fome have put away their Wives, as may 
appeare by a ftory. There was one Abamoch married a 
Wife, whom a long time he intirely loved above her 
defervings, for that flhee often in his abfence entertained 
ftrangers, of which hee was oftentimes informed by his 
neighbours; but hee harbouring no fparke of jealoufie, 
beleeved not their falfe informations (as he deemed them) 
being in a manner angry they flhould flander his Wife, of 
whofe conflancy'hee was fo ftrongly conceited: A long 
time did her whorifh gloazing and Syren-like tongue, with 
her fubtle carriage, eftablilh her in her Husbands favour, 
till frefh complaints caufed him to caft about, how to finde 
out the truth, and to prove his friends lyars, and his Wife, 
honeft, or her a Whore, and his friends true : whereupon 
hee pretended a long journey to vifite his friends, provid- 
ing all accoutraments for a fortnights journey; telling his 
Wife it would be fo long before flhe could expect his re- 
turne, who outwardly forrowed for his departure, but 
inwardly rejoyced, that ihe fhould enjoy the fociety of her 
old Lemman\ whom ft^e fent for with expedition, not fuf-' 
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pe6ting her Husbands plot, who lay not many miles off in 
the Woods; who after their difhoneft revelings, when 
they were in their midnight fleepe, approaches the Wigg- 
wamme, enters the doore, which was neither barred nor 
lockt; makes a light to difcover what hee little fufpe6ted; 
but finding his friends words to bee true, hee takes a good 
bailinado in his hand brought for the fame purpofe, drag- 
ging him by the haire from his ufurped bed, fo lamentably 
beating him, that his battered bones and bruifed flefh 
made him a fitter obje6t for fome skilfull Surgeon, than 
the lovely obiedt of a luflfull fhnimpet; which done, hee 
put away his wife, expofing her to the curtelie of fbran- 
gers for her maintenance, that fo curtefan-like had enter- 
tained a flranger into her bofome. 

Chap. XII. 
0/ their worjhip^ invocations^ and conjurations* 

NOw of their worfhips : As it is naturall to all mortals 
to worfhip fomething, fo doe thefe people, but exact- 
ly to defcribe to whom their worfhip is chiefly bent, is 
very difficult; they acknowledge efpecially two, Ketan 
who is their good God, to whom they.facrifice (as the 
ancient Heathen did to Ceres) after their garners bee full 
with a good croppe : upon this God likewife they invocate 
for faire weather, for raine in time of drought, and for the 
recovery of their fick; but if they doe not heare them, 
then they verifie the old verfe, FleSlere Ji nequeo Superos^ 
Ackaronta movebo, their Pow-wows betaking themfelves 
to their exorcifmes and necromanticke charmes, by which 
they bring to pafTe flrange things, if wee may beleeve the 
Indians^ who report of one PtJJacannawa^ that hee can 
make the water burne, the rocks move, the trees dance, 
metamorphize himfelfe into a flaming man. But it may 
be objefted, this is but deceptio vi/us. Hee will therefore 
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doe more, for in Winter, when there is no greene leaves 
to be got, he will burne an old one to alhes, and putting 
thofe into the water, produce a new greene leafe, which 
you Ihall not onely fee, but fubftantially handle and carrie 
away; and make of a dead fnakes skinne a living fnake, 
both to be feene, felt, and heard ; this I write but upon the 
report of the Indians, who confidently affirme ftranger 
things. But to make manifeft, that by Gods permiffion, 
thorough the Devils helpe, their charmes are of force to 
produce effects of wonderment; An honeft Gentle-man 
related a florie to mee, being an eye-witnes of the fame : 
A Pow-wow having a patient with the flumpe of fome 
fmall tree runne thorough his foote, being pafl the cure of 
his ordinary Surgery, betooke himfelfe to his charmes, 
and being willing to fhew his miracle before the Englijk 
ftranger, hee wrapt a piece of cloth about the foote of the 
lame man ; upon that wrapping a Beaver skinne, through 
which hee laying his mouth to the Beaver skinne, by his 
fucking charmes he brought out the ftumpe, which he fpat 
into a tray of water, returning the foote as whole as its 
fellow in a fhort time. The manner of their a6tion in 
their conjuration is thus ; The parties that are fick or lame 
being brought before them, the Pow-wow fitting downe, 
the reft of the Indians giving attentive audience to his 
imprecations and invocations, and after the violent expref- 
fion of many a hideous bellowing and groaning, he makes 
a ftop, and then all the auditors with one voice utter a 
fhort Canto \ which done, the Pow-wow ftill proceeds in 
his invocations, fomtimes roaring like a Beare, other times 
groaning like a dying horfe, foaming at the mouth like a 
chafed bore, fmiting on his naked breft and thighs with 
fuch violence, as if he were madde. Thus will hee con- 
tinue fometimes halfe a day, fpending his lungs, fweating 
out his fat, and tormenting his body in this diabolicall 
worfhip; fometimes the Devill for requitall of their wor- 
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Ihip, recovers the partie, to nuzzle them up in their divell- 
ifh Religion. In former time hee was wont to carrie 
away their wives and children, becaufe hee would drive 
them to thefe Mattens, to fetch them again to confirme 
their beliefe of this his much defired authoritie over them : 
but fince the Englijh frequented thofe parts, they daily fall 
from his colours, relinquilhing their former fopperies, and 
acknowledge our God to be fupreame. They acknowl- 
edge the power of the Englijhmans God, as they call, him, 
becaufe they could never yet have power by their conjura- 
tions to damnifie the Englijh either in body or goods ; and 
beiides, they fay hee is a good God that fends them fo 
many good things, fo much good corne, fo many cattell, 
temperate raines, faire feafons, which they likewife are the 
better for fince the arrivall of the Englifh ; the times and 
feafons being much altered in feven or eight yeares, freer 
from lightning and thunder, long droughts, fuddaine and 
tempeftuous dalhes of raine, and lamentable cold Winters, 
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Chap, XIII. 
Of their Warres. 

OF their Warres: Their old fouldiers being fwept 
away by the Plague, which was very rife amongft 
them about 14 yeares agoe, and refting themfelves fecure 
under the Englijh prote6tion, they doe not now pra6tice 
any thing in martiall feates worth obfervation, faving that 
they make themfelves Forts to flie into, if the enemies 
Ihould unexpe6tedly affaile them. Thefe Forts fome be 
fortie or fiftie foote fquare, ere6ted of young timber trees, 
ten or twelve foote high, rammed into the ground, with 
undermining within, the earth being call up for their fhelter 
againft the difchargements of their enemies, having loope- 
holes to fend out their winged meflingers, which often 
deliver their Iharpe and bloody embaflies in the tawnie 
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fides of their naked affailants, who wanting butting 
Rammes and battering Ordinances to command at dif- 
tance, lofe their lives by their too neare approachments. 
Thefe ufe no other weapons in warre than bowes and 
arrowes, faving that their Captaines have long fpeares, on 
which if they returne conquerours they carrie the heads 
of their chiefe enemies that they flay in the wars : it being 
the cuflome to cut off their heads, hands, and feete, to 
beare home to their wives and children, as true tokens of 
their renowned vidtorie. When they goe to their warres, 
it is their cuflome to paint their faces with diverfitie of 
colours, fome being all black as jet, fome red, fome halfe 
red and halfe blacke, fome blacke and white, others fpotted 
with divers kinds of colours, being all difguifed to their 
enemies, to make them more terrible to their foes, putting 
on likewife their rich lewels, pendents and Wampom- 
peage, to put them in minde they fight not onely for their 
Children, Wives, and lives, but likewife for their goods, 
lands and liberties; Being thus armed with this warlike 
paint, the antique warriers make towards their enemies in 
a difordered manner, without any fouldier like marching 
or warlike poftures, being deafe to any word of command, 
ignorant of falling off, or falling on, of doubling rankes or 
files, but let fly their winged fliaftments without eyther 
feare or wit; their Artillery being fpent, he that hatii no 
armes to fight, findes legges to run away. 

Chap. XIIII. 
Their games and /ports of a£livitie. 

BVt to leave their warres, and to fpeake of their games 
in which they are more delighted and better experi- 
enced, fpending halfe their dayes in gaming and lazing. 
They have two forts of games, one called Puint^ the other 
Hubbuby not much unlike Cards and Dice, being no other 
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than Lotterie. Puim is 50. or 60. fmall Bents of a foote 
long which they divide to the number of their gamefters, 
ihuffling them firft betweene the palmes of their hands; 
he that hath more than his fellow is fo much the forwarder 
in his game: many other ftrange whimfeyes be in this 
game; which would be too long to commit to paper; hee 
that is a noted gamfler, hath a great hole in his eare 
wherein hee carries his Putms in defiance of his antago- 
nifls. Hubbub is five fmall Bones in a fmall fmooth Tray, 
the bones bee like a Die, but fomething flatter, blacke on 
the one fide and white on the other, which they place 
on the ground, againfl which violently thumping the platter, 
the bones mount changing colours with the windy whisking 
of their hands too and fi-o ; which a6tion in that fport they 
much ufe, fmiting themfelves on the breaft, and thighs, cry- 
ing out, Hub^ Huby Hub; they may be heard play at this 
game a quarter of a mile off. The bones being all blacke 
or white, make a double game ; if three be of a colour and 
two of another, then they afFoard but a fingle game; foure 
of a colour and one differing is nothing; fo long as a man 
winns, he keepes the Tray ; but if he loofe, the next man 
takes it. They are fo bewitched with thefe two games, 
that they will loofe fometimes all they have, Beaver, 
Moofe-skinnes, Kettles, Wampompeage, Mowhackies, 
Hatchets, Knives, all is confifcate by thefe two games. 
For their fports of aftivitie they have commonly but three 
or foure; as footeball, Ihooting, running and fwimming: 
when they play country againfl country, there are rich 
Goales, all behung with Wampompeage, Mowhackies, 
Beaver skins, and blacke Otter skinnes. It would ex- 
ceede the beleefe of man)^ to relate the worth of one 
Goale, wherefore it fhall be namelefTe. Their Goales be a 
mile long placed on the fands, which are as even as a 
board; their ball is no bigger than a hand-ball, which 
fometimes they mount in the Aire with their naked feete, 
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fometimes it is fwayed by the multitude; fometimes alfo 
it is two dayes before they get a Goale, then they marke 
the ground they winne, and beginne there the next day. 
Before they come to this fport, they paint themfelves, even 
as when they goe to warre, in pollicie to prevent future 
mifchiefe, becaufe no man fhould know him that moved 
his patience or accidentally hurt his perfon, taking away 
the occafion of ftudying revenge. Before they begin their 
armes be difordered, and hung upon fome neighbouring 
tree, after which they make a long fcrowle on the fand, 
over which they fhake loving hands, and with laughing 
hearts fcuffle for viftorie. While the men play the boyes 
pipe, and the women dance and fing trophies of their huf- 
bands conquefts; all being done a feaft fummons their 
departure. It is moft delight to fee them play, in fmaller 
companies, when men may view their fwift footemanlhip, 
their curious toflings of their Ball, their flouncing into the 
water, their lubberlike wreftling, having no cunning at all 
in that kind, one Englijh being able to beate ten Indians 
at footeball. For their fliooting they be moft defperate 
markfmen for a point blancke objedt, and if it may bee 
poflible Cornicum oculos configere they will doe it: fuch is 
their celerity and dexterity in Artillerie, that they can 
fmite the fwift running Hinde and nimble winked Pigeon 
without a ftanding paufe or left eyed blinking; they draw 
their Arro wes between the fore fingers and the thumbe ; 
their bowes be quicke, but not very ftrong, not killing 
above fix or feven fcore. Thefe men flioot at one another, 
but with fwift conveighance fliunne the Arrow; this they 
doe to make them expert againft time of warre. It hath 
beene often admired how they can finde their Arrowes, 
be the weedes as high as themfelves, yet they take fuch 
perfeft notice of the flight and fall that they feldome loofe 
any. They are trained up to their bowes even from their 
childhood ; little boyes with Bowes made of little ftickes 
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and Arrowes of great bents, will finite downe a peece of 
Tobacco pipe every ihoot a good way off: as thefe Indians 
be good markemen, fo are they well experienced where 
the very life of every creature lyeth, and know where to 
fmite him to make him dye presently. For their fwimm- 
ing it is almofl naturall, but much perfected by continuall 
praftife; their fwimming is not after our Englijh fafhion 
of Ipread armes and legges which they hold too tirefome, 
but like dogges their armes before them cutting through 
the liquids with their right flioulder; in this manner they 
fwimme very fwift and farre, either in rough or fmooth 
waters, fometimes for their eafe lying as ftill as a log; 
fometimes they will play the dive-doppers, and come up 
in unexpedted places. Their children likewife be taught 
to fwimme when they are very yong. For their running 
it is with much celeritie and continuance, yet I fuppofe 
there be many Englijh men who being as lightly clad as 
they are, would outrun them for a fpurt, though not able 
to continue it for a day or dayes, being they be very ftrohg 
winded and rightly clad for a race. 



Chap. XV. 
Of their huntings : 

FOr their hunting, it is to be noted that they have no 
fwift foote Grayhounds, to let flippe at the fight of the 
Deere, no deepe mouthed hounds, or fenting beagles, to 
finde out their defired prey; themfelves are all this, who 
in that time of the yeere, when the Deere comes downe, 
having certaine hunting houfes, in fuch places where they 
know the Deere ufually doth frequent, in which they keep 
their randevowes, their fnares and all their accoutraments 
for that imployment: when they get fight of a Deere, 
Moofe or Beare, they fliudie how to get the wind of him, 
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and approaching within (hot, ftab their marke quite through, 
if the bones hinder not. The chiefe thing they hunt after 
is Deere, Moofes, and Beares, it greeves them more to fee 
an Englifh man take one Deere, than a thoufand Acres of 
land: they hunt likewife after Wolves, and wild Catts, 
Rackoones, Otters, Beavers, Mufqualhes, trading both 
their skinnes and flefh to the Englifh. Befides their artil- 
lery, they have other devices to kill their game, as fome- 
times hedges a mile or two miles long, being a mile wide 
at one end, and made narrower and narrower by degrees, 
leaving onely a gap of fixe foote long, over againft which, 
in the day time they lye lurking to fhoot the Deere which 
come through that narrow gut; fo many as come within 
the circumference of that hedge, feldome returne backe to 
leape over, unleffe they be forced by the chafing of fome 
ravenous Wolfe, or fight of fome accidentatall paflSinger; 
in the night at the gut of this hedge, they fet Deere traps, 
which are fpringes made of young trees, and fmooth 
wrought coards ; fo ftrong as it will tofle a horfe if hee be 
caught in it. An EngHfk Mare being ftrayed fi-om her 
owner, and growne wild by her long fojourning in the 
Woods ranging up and downe with the wilde crew, ftum- 
bled into one of thefe traps which ftopt her fpeed, hanging 
her like Mahomets tombe, betwixt earth and heaven ; the 
morning being come, the Indians went to looke what good 
fuccefle their Venifon trappes had brought them, but fee- 
ing fuch a long fcutted Deere, praunce in their Merri- 
totter, they bade her good morrow, crying out, what 
cheere what cheere Englijhmans fquaw horfe ; having no 
better epithite than to call her a woman horfe, but being 
loath to kill her, and as fearefuU to approach neere the 
frifcadoes of her Iron heeles, they pofted to the Englifh to 
tell them how the cafe ftood or hung with their fquaw 
horfe, who unhorfed their Mare, and brought her to her 
former tamenefle, which fince hath brought many a good 
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fbale, and performed much good fervice. In thefe traps 
Deeres, Moofes, Beares, Wolves, Catts, and Foxes, are 
often caught. For their Beavers and Otters, they have 
other kinde of trappes, fo ponderous as is unfupportable 
for fiich creatures, the maflie burthen whereof eitiier takes 
them prifoners, or expells their breath from their fquifed 
bodyes. Thefe kinde of creatures would gnaw the other 
kind of trappes afunder, with their fharpe teeth: thefe 
beafts are too cunning for the Engli/hj who feldome or 
never catch any of them, therefore we leave them to thofe 
skilfuU hunters whofe time is not fo precious, whofe expe- 
rience bought-skill hath made them pra£ticall and ufefuU 
in that particuler. 



Chap. XVL 
Of their Fi/hings. 

OF their fifhing, in this trade they be very expert, being 
experienced in the knowledge of all baites, fitting 
fundry baites for feverall fifhes, and diverfe feafons ; being 
not ignorant likewife of the removall of fifhes, knowing 
when to fifh in rivers, and when at rockes, when in Baies, 
and when at Seas : fince the Englijh came they be fiir- 
nifhed with Engli/h hookes and lines, before they made 
them of their owne hempe more curioufly wrought, of 
flronger materials than ours, hooked with bone hookes: 
but lazinefTe drives them to buy more than profit or com- 
mendations winnes them to make of their owne; they 
make likewife very ftrong Sturgeon nets with which they 
catch Sturgeons of 12- 14, and 16. fome 18. foote long in 
the day time, in the night time they betake them to their 
Burtchen CannawSj in which they carry a forty fathome 
line, with a fliarpe bearded dart, f^flned at the end thereof; 
then lightning a blazing torch made of Burcthen rindes, 
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they weave it too and againe by their Cannow fide, which 
the Sturgeon much delighted with, comes to them tumb- 
bling and playing, turning up his white belly, into which 
they thruft their launce, his backe being impenetrable; 
which done they haile to the fhore their ftrugling prize. 
They have often recourfe unto the rockes whereupon the 
fea beates, in warme weather to looke out for fleepie 
Scales, whofe oyle they much efteeme, ufing it for divers 
things. In fummer they feldome fifh any where but in 
fait, in winter in the frelh water and ponds; in froftie 
weater they cut round holes in the yce, about which they 
wil fit like fo many apes, on their naked breeches upon 
the congealed yce, catching of Pikes, Pearches, Breames, 
and other forts of frefli water fifli. 



Chap. XVII. 
Of their Arts and Manufactures. 

OF their feverall Arts and imployments, as firft in dref- 
fing of all manner of skinnes, which they doe by 
fcraping and rubbing, afterwards painting them with an- 
tique embroyderings in unchangeable colours, fometimes 
they take off the haire, efpecially if it bee not killed in 
feafon. Their bowes they make of a handfome fliape, 
ftrung commonly with the finnewes of Moofes; their 
arroWes are made of young Elderne, feathered with feath- 
ers of Eagles wings and tailes, headed with braffe in fliape 
of a heart or triangle, fafl:ned in a flender peece of wood 
fixe or 8 inches long, which is framed to put loofe in the 
pithie Elderne, that is bound fafl: for riving ; their arrowes 
be made in this manner becaufe the arrow might fliake 
from his head and be left behind for their finding, and the 
pile onely remaine to gaule the wounded beaft. Their 
cordage is fo even, foft, and fmooth, that it lookes more 
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like iilke than hempe; their Sturgeon netts be not deepe, 
not above 30. or 40. foote long, which in ebbing low 
waters they ftake fall to the ground, where they are fure 
the Sturgeon will come, never looking more at it, till the 
next low water. Their Cannaws be made either of Pine- 
trees, which before they were acquainted with Engli/h 
tooles, they burned hollow, fcraping them fmooth with 
Clam-fhels and Oyfter-lhels, cutting their out-fides with 
ftone-hatchets : Thefe Boates be not above a foot and a 
halfe, or two feete wide, and twenty foote long. Their 
other Cannaws be made of thinne Birch-rines, clofe-ribbed 
on the in-fide with broad thinne hoopes, like the hoopes 
of a Tub ; thefe are made very light, a man may carry one 
of them a mile, being made purpofely to carry from River 
to River, and Bay to Bay, to fhorten Land-palTages. In 
thefe cockling fly-boates, wherein an Engli/h man can 
fcarce fit without a fearefuU tottering, they will venture to 
Sea, when an Engli/h Shallope dare not beare a knot of 
fayle; fcudding over the overgrowne waves as fall as a 
winde-driven Ihip, being driven by their padles; being 
much like battle doores ; if a croflTe wave (as is feldome) 
turne her keele up-fide downe, they by fwimming free her, 
and fcramble into her againe. 



Chap. XVIII. 
0/ their L anguage. 

OF their Language which is onely peculiar to them- 
felves, not inclining to any of the refined tongues. 
Some have thought they might be of the difperfed lewes^ 
becaufe fome of their words be neare unto the Hebrew \ 
but by the fame rule they may conclude them to be fome 
of the gleanings of all Nations, becaufe they have words 
which found after the Greeke^ Latine^ French^ and other 
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tongues : Their Language is hard to learne ; few of the 
Englijh being able to fpeake any of it, or capable of the 
right pronunciation, which is the chiefe grace of their 
tongue. They pronounce much after the Diphthongs, 
excluding L and R^ which in our Englijh Tongue they 
pronounce with as much difficulty, as moft of the Dutch 
doe T and H^ calling a Lobfter a Nobjiann. Every 
Countrey doe fomething differ in their Speech, even as 
our Northerne people doe from the Southerne, and Weft- 
erne from them ; efpecially the Tarrenteens^ whofe Tongues 
runne fo much upon /?, that they wharle much in pronun- 
ciation. When any fliips come neare the ftxore, they de- 
mand whether they be King Charles his TorrieSy with fuch 
a rumbling found, as if one were beating an unbrac't 
Drumme. In ferious difcourfe our Southerne Indians ufe 
feldome any fliort Colloquiums^ but fpeake their minds at 
large, without any interje6ted interruptions from any: The 
reft giving diligent audience to his utterance ; which done, 
fome or other returnes him as long an anfwere, they love 
not to fpeake multa fed multuniy feldome are their words, 
and their deeds ftrangers. According to the matter in 
difcourfe, fo are their a6ting geftures in their expreffions. 
One of the Englifh Preachers in a fpeciall good intent of 
doing good to their foules, hath fpent much time in attain- 
ing to their Language, wherein he is fo good a proficient, 
that he can fpeake to their underftanding, and they to his; 
much loving and refpefting him for his love and counfell. 
It is hoped that he may be an inftrument of good amongft 
them. They love any man that can utter his minde in 
their words, yet are they not a little proud that they can 
fpeake the Englijh tongue, ufing it as much as their owne, 
when they meete with fuch as can underftand it, puzling 
flxanger Indians^ which fometimes vifite them from more 
remote places, with an unheard language. 

Chap. XIX. 
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Chap. XIX. 
0/ their deaths^ burials^ and mourning. 

ALthough the Indians be of lufty and healthful! bodies, 
not experimentally knowing the Catalogue of thofe 
health-wafting difeafes which are incident to other Coun- 
tries, as Feavers, Pleurifies, Callentures, Agues, Obftruc- 
tions, Confumptionis, Subfumigations, Conviilfions, Apo- 
plexies, Dropfies, Gouts, Stones, Tooth-aches, Pox, Mea- 
fels, or the like, but fpinne out the threed of their dayes 
to a faire length, numbering three-fcore, foure-fcore, fome 
a hundred yeares, before the worlds univerfall fummoner 
cite them to the craving Grave ; But the date of their life 
expired, and Deaths areftment feazing upon them, all hope 
of recovery being paft, then to behold and heare their 
throbbing fobs and deepe-fetcht fighes, their griefe-wrung 
hands, and teare-bedewed cheekes, their dolefull cries, 
would draw teares from Adamantine eyes, that be but 
fpe6lators of their mournefuU Obfequies. The glut of 
their griefe being paft, they commit the corpes of their 
diceafed friends to the ground, over whofe grave is for a 
long time fpent many a briny teare, deepe groane, and 
/r^-like bowlings, continuing annuall mournings wth a 
blacke ftifFe paint on their faces : Thefe are the Mourners 
without hope, yet doe they hold the immortality of the 
never-dying foule, that it ftiall pafFe to the South-weft 
Elyjium^ concerning which their Indian faith jumps much 
with the Turkijh Alchoran^ holding it to be a kinde of 
Paradife, wherein they ftiall everlaftingly abide, folacing 
themfelves in oderiferous Gardens, fruitfuU Come-fields, 
greene Medows, bathing their tawny hides in the coole 
ftreames of pleafant Rivers, and flielter themfelves from 
heate and cold in the fumptuous Pallaces framed by the 
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skill of Natures curious contrivement ; concluding that 
neither care nor paine fhall moleft them, but that Natures 
bounty will adminifter all things w;th a voluntary contri- 
bution from the overflowing ftore-houfe of their Elyzian 
Hofpitall, at the portall whereof they fay, lies a great 
Dogge, whofe churlilh fnarlings deny a Pax intrantibus^ 
to unworthy intruders : Wherefore it is their cuftome, to 
bury with them their Bows and Arrows, and good ftore of 
their Wampompeage and Mowhackies\ the one to affright 
that affronting Cerberus^ the other to purchafe more im- 
menfe prerogatiues in their Paradife. For their enemies 
and loofe livers, who they account unworthy of this 
imaginary happines, they fay, that they paflTe to the infer- 
nall dwellings of Abamocho^ to be tortured according to 
the fi6tions of the ancient Heathen. 



Chap. XX. 

Of their wotnen, their difpqfitions^ employments ^ ufage by 
their husbands^ their apparelly and mode/ly. 

TO fatisfie the curious eye of women-readers, who 
otherwife might thinke their fex forgotten, or not 
worthy a record, let them perufe thefe few Uaes, wherein 
they may fee their owne happinelTe, jf.iweighed iix the 
womans ballance of thefe ruder Indians^ who fcorne the 
tuterings of their wives, or to admit them as their equals, 
though their qualities and induftrious defervings may juflly 
claime the preheminence, and command better ufage and 
more conjugall efleeme, their, perfons and features being 
every way correfpondent^ their qualifications more . excel- 
lent, being more loving, pittifuU, and modefl, milde, provi- 
dent, and laborious than their lazie husbands. Their 
employments be many 5 Firft their building of houfes, 
whofe frames are formed likq our garden-^-arbours, fome- 

o thing 
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thing more round, very ftrong and handfome, covered 
with clofe-wrought mats of their owne weaving, which 
deny entrance to any drop of raine, though it come both 
fierce and long, neither can the piercing North winde 
finde a crannie, through which he can conveigh his cool- 
ing breath, they be warmer than our Englijh houfes ; at 
the top is a fquare hole for the fmoakes evacuation, which 
in rainy weather is covered with a pluver; thefe bee fuch 
fmoakie dwellings, that when there is good fires, they are 
not able to Hand upright, but lie all along under the 
fmoake, never ufing any ftooles or chaires, it being as rare 
to fee an Indian fit on a fi:oole at home, as it is firange to 
fee an Englijh man fit on his heeles abroad. Their houfes 
are fmaller in the Summer, when their families be dif- 
perfed, by reafon of heate and occafions. In Winter they 
make fome fiftie or threefcore foote long, fortie or fiftie 
men being inmates under one roofe ; and as is their hus- 
bands occafion thefe poore tedtonifls are often troubled 
like fnailes, to carrie their houfes on their backs fometime 
to fiihing-places, other times to hunting-places, after that 
to a planting place, where it abides the longeft : an other 
work is their planting of corne, wherein they exceede our 
Englijh husband-men, keeping it fo cleare with their 
Clamme fliell-hooes, as if it were a garden rather than a 
corne-field, not fuffering a choaking weede to advance his 
audacious head above their infant corne, or an undermin- 
ing worme to fpoile his Ipumes. Their come being ripe, 
they gather it, and drying it hard in the Sunne, conveigh 
it to their barnes, which be great holes digged in the 
ground in forme of a braffe pot, feeled with rinds of trees, 
wherein they put their come, covering it from the inquifi- 
tive fearch of their gurmandizing husbands, who would 
eate up both their allowed portion, and referved feede, if 
they knew where to finde it. But our hogges having 
found a way to unhindge their barne doores, and robbe 

their 
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their garners, they are glad to implore their husbands 
helpe to roule the bodies of trees over their holes, to 
prevent thofe pioners, whofe theeverie they as much hate 
as their flelh. An other of their employments is their 
Summer proceffions to get Lobfters for their husbands, 
wherewith they baite their hookes when they goe a fifhing 
for Baffe or Codfifh. This is an every dayes walke, be 
the weather cold or hot, the waters rough or calme, they 
mull dive fometimes over head and eares for a Lobfter, 
w^hich often fhakes them by their hands with a churlilh 
nippe, and bids them adiew. The tide being fpent, they 
trudge home two or three miles, with a hundred weight of 
Lobfters at their backs, and if none, a hundred fcoules 
meete them at home, and a hungry belly for two dayes 
after. Their husbands having caught any fifti, they bring 
it in their boates as farre as tihey can by water, and there 
leave it; as it was their care to catch it, fo it muft be their 
wives paines to fetch it home, or faft: which done, they 
muft dreffe it and cooke it, difli it, and prefent it, fee it 
eaten over their flioulders; and their loggerftiips having 
filled their paunches, their fweete lullabies fcramble for 
their fcrappes. In the Summer thefe Indian women when 
Lobfters be in their plenty and prime, they drie them to 
keepe for Winter, ere6ling fcaffblds in the hot fun-dine, 
making fires likewife underneath them, by whofe fmoake 
the flies are expelled, till the fubftance remain hard and 
drie. In this manner they drie Baffe and other fifties 
without fait, cutting them very thinne to dry fuddainely, 
before the flies fpoile them, or the raine moift them, hav- 
ing a fpeciall care to hang them in their fmoakie houfes, 
in the night and dankifli weather. 

In Summer they gather flagges, of which they make 
Matts for houfes, and Hempe and Ruflies, with dying 
ftuffe of which they make curious baskets with intermixed 
colours and protraftures of antique Imagerie: thefe bas- 
kets 
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kets be of all fizes from a quart to a quarter, in which 
they carry their luggage. In winter time they are their 
husbands Caterers, trudging to the Clamm bankes for 
their belly timber, and their Porters to lugge home their 
Venifon which their lazineffe expofes to the Woolves till 
they impofe it upon their wives Ihoulders. They likewife 
few their husbands fhooes, and weave coates of Turkic 
feathers, belides all their ordinary houfehold drudgerie 
which daily lies upon them, fo that a bigge bellie hinders no 
bufineffe, nor a childebirth takes much time, but the young 
Infant being greafed and footed, wrapt in a Beaver skin, 
bound to his good behaviour with his feete up to his 
bumme, upon a board two foote long and one foot broade, 
his face expofed to all nipping weather; this little Pap^ 
pou/e travells about with his bare footed mother to paddle 
in the Icie Clammbankes after three or foure dayes of age 
have fealed his paffeboard and his mothers recoverie. 
For their carriage it is very civill, fmiles being the greateft 
grace of their mirth; their mufick is lullabies to quiet 
their children, who generally are as quiet as if they had 
neither fpleene or lungs. To heare one of thefe Indians 
unfeene, a good eare might eafily miftake their untaught 
voyce for the warbling of a well tuned inftrument. Such 
command have they of their voices. Thefe womens 
modefty drives them to weare more cloathes than their 
men, having alwayes a coate of cloath or skinnes wrapt 
like a blanket about their loynes, reaching downe to their 
hammes which they never put off in company. If a huf- 
band have a minde to fell his wives Beaver, petticote, as 
fometimes he doth, Ihee will not put it off untill Ihee have 
another to put on: commendable is their milde carriage 
and obedience to their husbands, notwithftanding all this 
their cuftomarie churliflmeffe and falvage inhumanitie, not 
feeming to delight in frownes or offering to word it with 
their lords, not prefuming to proclaime their female fupe- 

riority 



Chap, 20. New Englands ProspeSi. 109 

riority to the ufurping of the leaft title of their husbands 
charter, but reft themfelves content under their helpleffe 
condition, counting it the womans portion : fince the Eng- 
lijh arrivall comparifon hath made them miferable, for fee- 
ing the kind ufage of the Englijh to their wives, they doe 
as much condemne their husbands for unkindnelTe, and 
commend the Engli/h for their love. As their husbands 
commending themfelves for their wit in keeping their 
wives induftrious, doe condemne the Englijh for their folly 
in fpoyling good working creatures. Thefe women refort 
often to the Englijh houfes, where pares cum paribus con-- 
gregatce^ in Sex I meane, they do fomewhat eafe their mife- 
rie by complaining and feldome part without a releefe : If 
her husband come to feeke for his Squaw and beginne to 
blufter, the Englijh woman betakes her to her armes which 
are the warlike Ladle, and the fcalding liquors, threat- 
ning bliftering to the naked runnaway, who is foone 
expelled by fuch liquid comminations. In a word to 
conclude this womans hiftorie, their love to the Engli/h 
hath deferved no fmall efteeme, ever prefenting them fome 
thing that is either rare or defired, as Strawberries, Hur- 
tleberries, Rasberries, Goofeberries, Cherries, Plummes, 
Fifli, and other fuch gifts* as their poore treafury yeelds 
them. But now it may be, that this relation of the churl- 
id and inhumane behaviour of thefe ruder Indians towards 
their patient wives, may confirme fome in the beliefe of 
an afperfion, which I have often heard men caft upon the 
Engli/h there, as if they fliould ' learne of the Indians to 
ufe their wives in the like manner, and to bring them to 
the fame fubjedtion, as to fit on the lower hand, and 
to carrie water, and the like drudgerie: but if my owne 
experience may out-ballance an ill-grounded fcandalous 
rumour, I doe affure you, upon my credit and reputation, 
that there is no fuch matter, but the women finde there as 
much love, refpe6t, and eafe, as here in old England. I 

will 
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will not deny, but that fome poore people may carrie their 
owne water, and doe not the poorer fort in England doe 
the fame, witneffe your London Tankerd-bearers, and 
your countrie-cottagers ? But this may well be knowne 
to be nothing, but the rancorous venome of fome that 
beare no good will to the plantation. For what neede 
they carrie water, feeing every one hath a Spring at his 
doore, or the Sea by his houfe ? Thus much for the fatif- 
faftion of women, touching this entrenchment 
upon their prerogative, as alfo concern- 
ing the relation of thefe Indian 

Squawes. 

BECAVSE 




Becaufe many have defired to heare fome of the 

Natives Language, I have here inferted a fmall Nomen- 

clator^ with the Names of their chief e Kings^ Rivers^ Moneths^ 

and dayes^ whereby fuch as have infight into the Tongues^ 

may know to what Language it is most inclining ; and 

fuch as delire it as an unknowne Language onely, 

may reape delight^ if they can get no froft. 



A 




Commouton kean 


you fleale 


Aber^^nian 


an Indian 


Cram 


to kill 


Abbamocko 


the divell 


Chicka chava 


ofculari podicem 


Annum 


a dogge 


Cowimms 


fleepes 


Aufufp 


a Rackoone 


Cocum 


the navell 


Aufo hau nauc hoc Lobftar 


Cos 


the nailes 


AJfdfvog 


will you play 


Conomma 


a fpoone 


A Jaw ufp 


to morrow 


Cojfdquot 


bow and arrowes 


Afcofcoi 


greene 


Cone 


the Sunne 


Aufomma fetuc 




Coiaitup 


I drinke to you 


quanocke 


give me fome brea4 


Coetof 


will you drinke To- 


Apfepes natv aug 


when I fee it I will 




baco 




tell you my minde 


Connucke fommona It is almoft night 


Anno he nugge 


a fieve 


Connu 


good night to you 


An nu ocke 


a bed 


Cowomfaum Jin 


God morrow 


Autcku womfocke 


to day 


Coepot 


ice 


Affaufe 


the mome 






A/com quom fau- 


- thankes be given to 


D 




futckim 


God. 


Dottaguck \necke the backe bone 


B 

Boquoquo 




Docke taugh he what is your name 


the head 


E 




Bifquant 


the fhoulderbones 


Et ckojffucke 


a knife 






Eat ckumnts 


Indian come 


C 




Eans caujuacke 


4 fathomes [er 


Chefco kean 


you lye 


Eaju tommoc quocke halfe a skin of Beav- 








Epimeifis 



Bpim€tfi$ 


much good Riftjr 


MaUa 


no 




jrour meate doe 


Me/eig 


haire 




you 


Mamanock 


the eye brees 


F is not ufed. 




Matckanu€ 


the nofe 






Mattone 


the lippes 


G 




Mefeiteis 


the teeth 


Geiioqna/et 


the great toe 


Maitickeis 


the ihoulders 


Genekunck€ 


the fore finger 


Mettofowfet 


the little toe 


Gettoquacke 


the knees 


Metofaunige 


the little finger 


Geitoquun 


the knuckles 


Mifquiflk 


the veines 


Gettoquan 


the thumb 


Mohoc 


the wait 


Gegnewav) og 


let me fee 


Mentfowkoci 


the genitals 






Mocojffa 


the black of the naile 


H 




Matckanni 


very ficke 


Haha 


yes 


Monaius 


bowes and arrowes 


Hoc 


the body 


Mauehops 


fit downe 


Hamucke 


almoft 


Monakinne 


acoate 


Hub hub hub 


come come come 


Mawcusjinnus 


a paire of ihooes * 


Haddo quo dunna where did jou buy 


Matckemauquot 


it ftinketh 


moquona/k 


that 


Muskana 


a bone 


Haddogoe weage 


who lives here 


Menota 


a basket 


• 




Meatckis 


be merrie 


I 




Mawfaw 


it fnowes 


Ifattonaneife 


the bread 


Mawnaueoi 


very itrong 


Icattof 


faint with hunger 


Mutchecu 


a very poore man 


Icatto quam 


very ileepie 


Monoskttenog 


whats this 






Mouskett 


the breech 


K 




Matcket wequon 


very blunt 


Kean 


I 


Matta ka tau cau" 


will you not trade 


Keijffeauckacke 


backe of the hand 


^flkana 




Kfitta 


it hurts me 


Mawkackeis 


Indian gold 


Kawkenog warn' 








fomfeage 


let me fee money 


N 




Kagmatckeu 


will you eate meate 


Naucomfees 


a boy 


Ketottug 


a whetltone 


Nickefquaw 


a maide 


Kenie 


very Iharpe 


Nean 


you 


Kettotanefe 


lend me monie 


Nifpe 


water 


Kekechoi 


much paine 


Nafamf 


pottadge 


L is not ufed. 




Nota 


fixe 






Nifquan 


the elbow 


M 




Noenafet 


the third toe 


Matcket 


It is naught 


Nahenan 


a Turkic 


Mattamoi 


to die 


Niccone 


a blacke bird 


Mitchin 


meat 


Navj naunidge 


the middle finger 


Mi/quantum 


very ang^e 


Napet 


the arme 


Maunckeake 


be gonne 


Nitckicke 


the hand 

Nottoquaf 



Noitoquaf 


the skinne 


P 




Nogcus 


the heart 


PoW'tVOW 


a conjurer or wizard 


Nob f aw nocke 


the bread bone 


Pettajinua 


give me a pipe of 


Nequaw 


the thighes 




Tobaco 


Netof 


a friend 


Pooke 


Coltf-footc 


Nenmia 


give me 


Paffoufe 


a child 


Noeicaniop 


how doe you 


Petucquanocke 


bread . 


Nawkaw niffis 


farewell 


Picke 


a pipe 


Noei faukeian 


by and by kill 


Ponefanto 


make a fire 


Nenetak ha 


He fight with you 


Pafowne 


winter 


Noei comquocke 


a codfifh 


Pequas 


a Foxe 


Nepaufe 


ftand by 


Paufochu 


a little journie 


No ottut 


a great journie 


Peamiffin 


a little 


Necautauh han 


no fuch matter 


Peacumjkis 


worke hard 


Noewamma 


he laugheth 


Pokitia 


fmoake 


Noe/kow 


a father 


Petogge 


abagge 


Nttka 


a mother 


Paucafu 


a quarter 


Netchaw 


a brother 


Paufawnifcofu 


halfe a fathome 


Noionquous 


a kinfeman 


Peunctaumocke 


much pray 


Nenomous 


a kinfwoman 


Pejiju 


a little man 


Nau mau nais 


my fonne 


Pau/eftjei 


the funne is rifing 


Taunais 


my daughter 


Pouckjhaa 


it is broken 


No ein/hom 


give me come 


Poebugketaas 


you burne 


Nemnis 


take it 


Poujfu 


a big bellied woman 


Nenimma nequitta give me a fpan of 






ta aucku 


any thing. 


Q. 




Nees nis cafu ackt 


r 2 fathome 


^uequas nummos 


what cheare 


Notckumoi 


a little ftrong 


^uequas nim 


it is almoft day 


Negacavjgh hi 


lend me 


^uog quojh 


make haite 


Nebuks quant 


adiew 


^uenobfuuncke 


a ftoole 


Noc tviuyab 


come in 


^uenofs. 


be quiet 


Nautfeatn 


much wearie 


R is never ufed. 




Noe wammaw aufi 


? I love you 




. 


NeinoewAawmtffit.A man of a middle 


S 






ftature 


Sagamore 


a king 


O 




Sackem 


idem 


Oiiucie 


a Deere 


Sannuf 


a man 


Occone 


a Deere skinne 


Squaw 


a woman 


Oqnan 


the heele 


Squitta 


a fire fparke 


Ottump 


a bow 


S^ggig 


aBafie 


Ottommaocke 


Tobacco 


Seajicke 


a rattle fnake 


Ottannapeake * 


the chinne 


Skannucke 


a Squerill 


Occotucke 


the throate 


Skeficos 


the eyes 


Occafu 


halfe a quarter 


Sickeubecke 


the necke 


Vnquaghfafv au 


you are cunning 


Supsktnge 


the wrift bones 


Ontoquos 


a Wolfe 


Socottocanus 


the breaft bone 






P 


Squekincke 



Squekinci^ 


blood 


V 




Siccaw quant 


the hammes 


Vkepemanoms 


the bread bone 


Sis fan camsit 


the ihinnes 


Vnkefiketo 


will you trucke 


Sufpisk€ 


ancle bones 






Seat 


the foote 


W 




Seafeaf 


aducke 


Wampomfeage 


Indian money 


Smckisjuacke 


a Clam 


Winnet 


very good 


Sequan 


the fummer 


Weh 


a wife 


Soekefuf 


he will bite 


Wigwam 


a houfe 


Sis 


come out 


Wawmott 


enough 


Squi 


red 


Whenan 


the tongue 


Siuanfcaw fuacho 


3 fathomes 


Whaukfis 


a Foxe 


Sawawamfcage 


very weake 


Wawpatucke 


aCroofe 


Succomme 


I will eate you 


Wawpiske 


the bellie 


Sajketufe 


a great man 


Whoe nuncke 


a ditch 


VMft 




Wappinne 


the wind 


T 




Wawtom 


underftand you 


Taubnt nean hee 


Thankes heartily 


Wompey 


white 


Tamiacum 


beate him 


Waaoy 


the funne is downe 


Tap in 


goe in 


Waacoh 


the day breakes 


Tiita 


I cannot tell 


Wekemawquot 


it fmells fweete 


Takanyak 


what newes 


Weneikinne 


it is very handfome 


Tonagus 


the eares 


Wkiju hochuch 


the kettle boyleth 


Tannicke 


a cranie 


Waawnew 


you have loft your 


Thaw 


the calfe of the leg 




way 


Takafeat 


the fole of the foote 


Woenaunta 


it is a warme fum- 


Tajfecke quonunck 


the infteppe 




mer 


Tonokete naum 


whither goe you 


Wompoca 


to morrow 


Tanniffin may 


which is the way 


Wav/maufeu 


an honeft man 


Tunketappin 


where live you 


Weneieu 


a rich man 


Tonocco warn 


where have you bin 


Weitagcone 


a cleere day 


Tafis 


a paire of ftockings 


Watvnauco 


yefterday 


Tockucke 


a hatchet 


X never ufed 




Tovrwow 


a filler 






Tom mau/kew 


a husband 


Y 




Tookefin 


enough ileepe 


yeips 


fit downe 


Titto hean Icato- 


doe you nod and 


yaus 


the fides 


quam 


ileepe 


yaugk 


there 


Tau kequam 


very heavie 


youghyough 


now 


Taub coi 


it is very cold 


yoakes 


lice 



The 



The number of 20. 



A quit 


I 


Ocqinta 


6 


Affomaqiut II 


Apponaquinta 16 


Nets 


3 


Bnoita 


7. 


Apponees 12 


Apponenotta 17 


Nis 


3 


Sonaske 


8 


Apponis 13 


Apponfonaske 18 


Toatu 


4 


AJfaquoquin 


9 


Appoyoa-w 14 


Apponafquoquin 19 


Abbona 


5 


Piocke 


10 


Appondbonna 15 


Neeniffchicke 20 



The Indians count their time by nights, and not by 

dayes, as foUoweth. 

Nequitta ta fucqunnocquock 6 ileepes 
Enotta ta fucqunnocquock 7 ileepes 
Soeficta fucqunnocquock 8 ileepes 

Paufa quoquin fucqunnocquock^ ileepes 
Pawquo qunnocquock 10 ileepes 



Sawup 


I ileepes 


Ifoqunnocquock 


2 ileepes 


Sucqunnocquocke 


3 ileepes 


Toawqunnocquock 


4 ileepes 


Abonetta ta fucqunnocquock 


5 ileepes 



How they call their Moneths. 



A quit'ttppaufe 
NeeS'appaufe 
NtS'Oppaufe 
Toaw appaufe 
Abonna appaufe 
Nequit appaufe 
Enotta appaufe 
Sonaske appaufe 
AJfaquoquin appaufe 
Piocke appaufe 
Appona quit appaufe 
Appon nees appaufe 
Appon nis appaufe 
Appon yoatv appaufe 



1 moneths 

2 moneths 

3 moneths 

4 moneths 

5 moneths 

6 moneths 

7 moneths 

8 moneths 

9 moneths 

10 moneths 

11 moneths 

12 moneths 

13 moneths 

14 moneths 



N'ap nappona appaufe 15 moneths 
Nap napocquint appaufe 16 moneths 
Nap nap enotta appaufe 17 moneths 
Napfoejicke appaufe 18 moneths 

Nappawfoquoquin appaufe 16 moneths 
Neefnifckicke appaufe 20 moneths 
Neefnifckicke appon a quit 

appaufe 21 moneths 

Neefnifckicke apponees ap' 

paufe 22 moneths 

Neefnifckick aPponis ap' 

paufe 23 moneths 

Neefnifckick appo yoaw 

appaufe 24 moneths 



The names of the Indians as they be divided into 

feverall Countries. 



Tarrenteens 
Ckurckers 
Aberginians 
Narraganfets 



Pequants 
Nipnets 
Conne^acuts 
Mowkacks 



The 



The Names of Sagamores. 



Woenokaguakkam AngUce King lohn 
Montawomfate AngUce King lames 
Maufquonomend Jgowam Sagamore 
Ckickkatawbut Naponfet Sagamore 

Naffavnuhanan Two Sagamoes of 
Woe/emagen Nipufi, 



Nepawhamii 

Afieco 

AJfbtomowtte 



Nannoponnacund 

Nattonanite. 

Noenotckuock 



Canonicus Narraganfet Sagamore 
Ofomeagen Sagamore of the Pequauts 
Kekut Petckutacut Sagamore 



^.^ A Sagamore and molt 

•^ noted Nigromancer. 

Sagamores to the Ealt and North-eaft, 
bearing rule amongft the Ckurckers 
and Tarrenteens. 



The names of the noted Habitations, 



Merrimack 




Wejagu/cus 


Igawam 




Conikoffei 


Igojkaum 




Mannimeed 


Ckohocco 


AngUce. 


Soewampfet 


Nakumkeake 


Salem 


Situate 


Saugus 




Amuskeage 


Swamfjcot 




Pemmiquid 


Nakant 




Saketekoc 


Winnijtmmet 




Pifcataqua 


Mi/kaum 




Cannibek 


Mi/kaumut 


Charles towne 


Penapfcot 


Majackufets 


Bofton 


Pantoquid 


Miftick 




Navjquot 


Pigfguffet 


Water towne 


Musketoquid 


Nafon/et 




Nipnet 


Matampan 


Dorchefter 


Wkatvckeu/ets 


Pawtuxei 


Plymouth 






At what plac 


:es be Rivers of note. 


Canniheck River 


Weffagufcus River 


Merrimacke River 


Luddams Foard 


Tckobocco River 


Narraganfets River 


Saugus River 


Musketoquid River 


Mifiick River 


Hunnihome River 


Mt/kaum River 


Conne6tacut River 


Naponfet River 








FINIS. 



^axiBixtvAian wxH i^bl of "^txahtxn 



OF 



THE PRINCE SOCIETY. 



f^if/yy^ 




* 



CONSTITUTION 



Cfe^t prince Sorittg for SEtutaal Ipnblkalion. 



Article I. — This Society shall be called (in honor of the Rev. 
Thomas Prince, one of America's most learned Historians and Anti- 
quaries), The Prince Socibty for Mutual Publication : and 
shall have for its object the publication of rare works, in print or 
manuscript, relating to America. 

Art. II. — The officers of the Society shall be a President, three 
Vice-Presidents, a Corresponding Secretaiy, a Recording Secretary, 
and a Treasurer, who together shall form the Council of the Society. 

Art. III. — Any person may become a member by agreeing to 
purchase of the Society its publications as they are issued, at rates to be 
fixed by the Council; and said membership shall be forfeited by a 
refusal to purchase the Society's Issues, or may be terminated by resig- 
nation, all works issued being paid for before such resignation. 

Art. IV. — The management of the Society's affairs shall be vested 
in the Council, which shall keep a faithful record of its proceedings, 
and report the same to the Society annually at its General Meeting in 
May. 
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Abei^inians, IndisDB, 64, 70. See Muf- 

facktifetis. 
Advantages of foreign travel, zxiii. 
Advice to emigrants to New England, 

St, &c. 
Agawam, nqw Ipfwich, 48; no rattle- 

fnalces there, 51. 
Aims, religious, of the firfl fettlers, ix. 
Alewives, 38, 40, 44, 46. 
Animals of New England enumerated, 

Anfwers to objeiftionB againA emigra- 
tion, s, 14. '7. 5^. 6o- 

Apple Ifland. See Round IJland. 

Armyne, Sir William, account of, vi. ; 
dedication to him, xxxi. 

Author leaves New England, 49; his 
motives in this book, 61. 

Author, fome account of, v. ; probably 
dwelt in Lynn, v. ; to the reader. 



Bass, a delicate filh, 37, 46, 47, 49. 

Beacon Hill, in Bofton, 43. 

Bears common in New England, 33; 
their habits, 13; hunted by Indiana, 
31 ; never attack a man unlefs pro- 
voked, 33; encounter with one, 33. 

Beavers; their habits, 38; feldom killed 
by the colonills, 19. 

Birds enumerated, 39. 



Bolton, 41, 42 ; its harbor, 3. 
Braintree. See Mount Wollajton. 
Brookline. See Muddy River. 

C. 

Cambridge. See Nemtovjn, 43. 

Candlewood, 19. 

Cannibals, the Mohawks are, 64. 

Cantharides, 53. 

Cape-Ann Harbor, 3. 

Cape Cod; fturgeon caught there, 37. 

Caufes of mortality to the firft settlers, 

Charles River, 3, 43. 

Charleflown, 43. 

Charter of William and Mary, fecured 
to all born in the province the priv- 
ileges of native-born Englifhmen, 
XX. ; its effedls on the ideas and 
manners of the coloniils, iiiii. 

Chelfea. See Winnefimet. 

Churchers, a tribe of Indians, 63. 

Clams, 39, 40, 46. 

Clergy^ : their former great influence. 

Climate of New England falubrious, 

4, 5; of Virginia, deleterious, 9. 
Coal, foffil, reported to exift in New 

England, 16. 
Cold, cafes of perifhing from, 6. 
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Colonies largely promote the welfare of 
the mother-country, xiii. ; fhould not 
be fubje<ft to vexatious reftridUons, 
xiv., xix. ; fhould maintain a form 
of government fimilar to that of 
the mother-country, xv. ; their laws 
ihould not be fevere, xviii. ; their 
privileges fecured by charter, xx. ; 
jealous of each other, xxi. ; a union 
among them againft the mother- 
country fcarcely poffible, xxi. ; their 
refinance to Great Britain would be 
hopelefs, xxii. 

Commerce, not the prime end of the 
founders of New England, ix. ; yet 
greatly promoted by the fettlement 
of this country, xi., xi. 

Connecticut Indians, 63. 

Conne^icut retains its early ideas and 
manners, xxiii. 

Copp's Hill, in Bofton, 42. 

Cormorants, 33. 

Cradock's farm, in Medford, 44'. 

Crane, the, 33. 

Crows mifchievous, 33. 

Currants and other berries, 15. 



D. 

Deer: their habits, 24 ; fwiftnefs of 
foot, 24 ; caught in deep fnows, 24 ; 
and in traps, 99. 

Deer liland, in Bofton Harbor, 45. 

Derby's Fort, in Salem, 48. 

Dependence of the colonies on the 
mother-country unfavorable to vig- 
orous thought and to thorough 
mental training, xxi v., xxv. 

Diefigns of the firit fettlers religious, 
not commercial, ix. 

Difeafes of New England few in num- 
ber, 10. 

Dorchefter, called "the greateft town 
in New England," ^i. 

Ducks, wild, fifty fometimes killed at a 
fliot, 34. 

E. 

Eagles, 30. 

Eaft Bofton. See Noddle's I/land, 
Editions, former, of this work, v. 
Eels, 39. 



England : her manufa^ures largely 
confumed in the colonies, xiii. 

Engliftunen, the world over, juftly en- 
titled to certain rights and privi- 
leges, xvii. ; thefe privileges in 
America fecured by cnarter, xx. 

Evils incident to the country, 49, &c. 



F. 

Falfe reports corredted, 12, 52, 53, 60. 
Fathers of New England : their noble 

aims, ix. ; their errors excufed, x. 
Fifties, catalogue of, 36. 
Flax raifed in New England, 15. 
Fleet, T. & J., printed this book in 

1764 (the 4th Bofton Edition)^ v. 
Fort Hill, in Bofton, 42. 
FreftiPond. See Watertown. 



G. 

Geefe, wild, immenfe flocks of, 34. 
Glafs Ifland, in Bofton Harbor, 45. 
Governor's Garden, afterwards Grov- 

emor's Ifland, 45. 
Governor's Ifland. Sec Governor's 

Garden, 
Grapes found wild, 20. 
Graves, Thomas, Captain, v. 
Great Britain : her interefts promoted 

by colonial profperity, xiv. 
Gurnipper, a kind of wafp, 51. 



H. 

Halibut, a fifli, 37. 

Happinefs not confined to any land, 
ix. 

Hare, the, 25. 

Hawks, 31. 

Health of Virginia, 9; of New Eng- 
land, 10 ; of the author in New 
England, 11. 

Hemp raifed, 15. 

Herbs of New England, 15. ' 

Herrings, 38. 

Homebound tree [hornbeam] : its folid 
texture, 19. 

Hume, David, confiders Puritanifm 
favorable to civil liberty, x. 

Humility, a fowl, 34. 

Humming-bird, the, 31. 
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I. 

Improvidence of many of the early 
emigrants a caufe of want, 53. 

Indians, account of the, 63, &c. ; difier- 
ent tribes of, 63 ; burn up the under- 
wood in November for convenience 
of hunting, 17; trade with, 69. See 
Majffachufetts, 

Indian corn, 13. 

Infane man, cafe of an, 7. 

Intolerance in religion abfurd and 
wrong, xii. 

Ipfwich. See Aguwam, 

Iron ore, 15. 

J- 

James I. : his feverities promoted the 
fettlement of New England, xi. 



L. 

Lampreys, 39. 

Lead ore, 15. 

Lewis, Alonzo, claims the author as a 
reildent in Lynn, v. 

Liberty .the birthright of every Eng- 
lishman, xvii. 

Lions, fuppofed to have been feen and 
heard in New England, 21; and in 
Virginia, 22. 

Lobiters, 39, 47. 

Long Ifland, in Boiton Harbor, 45. 

Loyalty of the colonies to Great Britain^ 
xiii., xxii., xxiv. 

Lynn. See Saugus, 



M. 

Mackerel, 38, 47. 

Map of New England, 1634, fronttf- 
'piece, 

Marblehead, 48 ; harbor of, 2. 

Marihes produce good hay, 11. 

MalTachufetts Bay, fafe and capacious, 
2 ; Fields, now Quincy, 40. 

MalTachufetts Indians, called alfo Aber- 
ginians, 64, 70; their features, 70; 
a comely, vigorous race, 71 ; with- 
out beards, 72 ; wear little clothing, 
73 ; fond of ornament, 74 ; their 
modes of life,. 75 ; cookery, 76 ; 



modes of travel^ 76 ; improvidence, 
76; courtefy to one another, 77; 
friendly and ferviceable to the col- 
onics, 78; hofpitable to travellers, 
79 ; anecdotes illultrating this trait, 
79, 80 ; mild in temper, 83 ; not vin- 
di<5tive, 83 ; hardy, yet afraid of fire- 
arms, 84, 85; anecdote, 85; afraid 
of evil fpirits, 86; a negro once fup- 
pofed by them to be the devil, 86; 
full of wonder at the implements 
and utenfils of the coloniits, 87; 
lazinefs of the men, 88; have made 
a beginning in civilization, ^ ; their 
focial order and government, 89; 
are without laws, 90; mode of in- 
fli(5ting death, 90; marriages, 91; 
pol^rgamy fometimes allowed, 91 ; 
punishment infli<5led by an Indian 
on his wife's paramour, 91 ; their 
religion, 92 ; their powows or con- 
jurers, 93 ; anecdote, 93 ; wars, weap- 
ons, and . fortifications, 94 ; games 
and fports, 95 ; hubbub^ a play, 
96 ; expert markfmen,. 97 ; good 
fwimmers, 98; their hunting, 09; 
lay traps for game, 99 ; an Englifh 
mare caught in a deer -trap, 99; 
their fifhing, 100 ; their arts, loi ; 
canoes, 102; language, 102; a fup- 
pofed reference to John Elio.t, the 
apoltle, 103 ; their funerals, 104; 
ideas of a future exiilence, 104 ; em- 
ployments of the women, 105 ; ill- 
ufage of the women, 107, &c. 

Mather, Cotton : his itatement refpe<5l- 
ing noifes in the woods, iv. 

Meadows, yield heavy crops of hay, 12. 

Medford, 43 ; shipbuilding there, 44. 

Merrimack Plantation, aderwards New- 
bury, 49; river, 37,49. 

Middlefex, Eng. : its foil compared with 
that of New England, 14. 

Military arrangements, 59. 

Minerals, 15. 

Mohawks, 63 ; faid to be cannibals, 64; 
their cruelties, 65. 

Montefquieu quoted, xvi. 

Morton, Thomas: his "New Englilh 
Canaan " quoted, iv. 

Moofe, abundant in New Hamplhire, 

23- 
Mortal ficknefs of the aborigines about 

1618, 17. 
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Mortalitj of the firft fettlen acxounted 

for, 5. 
Mount WoIIafton, 40. 
Muddj River, afterwards Brookline, 

42. 43- 
Mufcles, a fpecies of ihell-fiih, 39, 47. 

Muikrat, 28. 

Mufqualh. 28. 

Muf<^uetoe8, 52. 

Mjrllick River, 3, 43 ; town, 44. 



N. 

Nahant, 45; given to Lynn bj Black 
William, 46; the roar of the fea 
heard fix miles, 46; no rattlefnakes 
there, 51. 

Nantalket, a good harbor, 3. 

Narraganfett Indians, 63, 69. 

Neponfet River, 3. 

Newbury. See Merrimack, 

New England: this defignation here 
includes only MafTachufetts, 2 ; fup- 
pofed to be an ifland or a peninfula, 
2 ; its climate and feafons, 3-9 ; pre- 
ferable to those of Virginia, 9 ; and 
even to' thofe of England, 10; its 
foil commended, 11-14; its popula- 
tion in 1633, 54; map of, 1634, 
frontiTfiece. 

" New England's Profpecft," references 
to in contemporary writings, iv. ; a 
copy found in London, xxvii. 

Newtown, afterwards Cambridge, 43; 
no rattlefnakes there, 51. 

Nocake, what, 76. 

Noddle's Ifland, 45. 

O. 

Objedtions anfwered, 5, 14, 17, 52, 60. 

Old wife, a bird, 34. 

Oppreflion recoils on the oppreflbr, 
zvi. ; ruins the fairelt lands, xviii. 

Otters : their excellent fur, 27. 

Ounce, or wild cat, the fierceit of New- 
England animals, 25. 

Owls, 33. 

Qylters, 39. 

P. 

Panther, or wild cat, a fierce animal, 25. 
Pafcal quoted, xxvii. 



Patriotifm, a virtue wifely implanted 
and deeply rooted, viii. 

Partridges, 32. 

Pequods, or Pequants, 63, 69. 

Periwig, or, rather, Periwinkle, a ihell- 
fifli, 39. 

Pigeons, wild : their vaft numbers, 31. 

Plautus quoted, xxvii. 

Plymouth Harbor, 3 ; men removed 
from their former houfes, and why, 
14; traded in iion*s fkins, 21; no 
rattlefnakes there, 51. 

Point Shiriey. See Pulling Point, 

Population of New England (or Mafia- 
chufetts) in 1633, 54. 

Porcupine, 24. 

Produdtions of New England, 15. 

Protedtion promifed to the early emi- 
grants, xvii. 

Provifion, fuitable for the voyage, 55. 

Pulling Point, afterwards Point Shir- 
ley, 45 ; why fo named, 45. 

Puritanifm favorable to civil liberty, x. 



R. 

Raccoon, an animal, 24. 

RatUefnake : its bite caufes fpeedy 

death, 50 ; Hill, 51 ; where not 

found, 51. 
Religion, not gain, brought our fathers 

to this land, ix. 
Richmond Ifland, in Maine, 68. 
Rights of the colon ilts afferted, xx. 
Roar of the fea at Nahant heard fix 

miles, 46. 
Rock-cod, 47. 
Rogers, Nathaniel, editor of the Bofion 

Edition of 1764, v. 
Round Ifland, now Apple Ifland, 45. 
Roxbury, 41. 
Rumney Marlh, in Chelfea, 47. 

S. 

Salem, 48; harbor, 2. 

Salmon, caught, 37, 49. 

Saugus, afterward Lynn, 45. 

Scate, a fifli, 37. 

Seal, or fea-calf, a fifli, 37. 

Sea-voyage to New England not to be 

dreaded, 56. 
Servants well treated, 59. 
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Settlement of New England: its caufes, 
ix. ; one of the refults of the Refor- 
mation, xi. 

Shad, a fifli, 38, 44. 

Shark, a formidable fiih, 37. 

Shipbuilding in Medford, 44. 

Simplicity, a fowl, 34 ; the author has 
killed 240 at two fhots, 35. 

Slate Ifland, near Hull, 45. 

Smelts, 41 ; Smelt-brook, 41. 

Smith, John, Captain, defcribed New 
Enguind, 2. 

Soil of New England, 1 1 ; compared 
with that of Old England, 13, 14. 

Spanifh interference not to be appre- 
hended, 60. 

Squirrels mifchievous, 25. 

Stare, itarling, or crow, troublefome, 
33. 

Stony River, or Brook, in Roxbury, 41 , 

« 43- 

Strawberries abundant, 15. 

Sturgeon, the, 37, 49. 

Summers in New England, 8. 

Surrey, Eng. : its foil lefs fertile than 

that of New England, 14. 

S. W. Stanzas to the Author. 



T. 

Tacitus quoted, xv., xvi., xviii., xix. 
Tarratines, or Maine Indians, 63, 67; 

murders committed by them, 68. 
Taxation without reprefentation unjuit, 

XX. 

Theocracy in New England, xxii. 
Thornback, a fiih, 37. 
Toads frequent high trees, 51. 
Tomahawk defcribed, 66. 
Travel, foreign : its benefits, xxiii. 
Treatment of fervants, 59, 
Tremont, a hill in Bolton, 42. 
Turkeys, wild, 32. 



Twins, not unfrequent in New Eng- 
land, II. 

V. 

Vegetable productions, 15. 

Virginia: its infalubrious climate, 9; 

the colony never molefted by the 

Spaniards, 61. 
Voyage, what is a fuitable provifion for 

the, 56; fhould not be dreaded, 

56 ; fometimes promotes health, 56. 

W. 

Walnut-tree, ufed for g^n-ftocks, 19. 
Wampum, made by the Narraganfett 

Indians, 69. 
Want, caufes of, 53. 
Wafps, 51. 

Water, iprings of, abundant, 16. 
Water-mill in Roxbury, 41 ; in Saug^s, 

47. 
Watertown, 44; Frefh Pond, near it, 

44- 
Way, Mr., his fon, and three others 

killed by Indians in Maine, 68. 
Weflagufcus, afterwards Weymouth, 3, 

40. 
Wild-cats fierce and dangerous, 25. 
William and Mary: their charter fe- 

cured liberty to the province of 

Maffachufetts, xx. 
Windmill in Bofton, 42. 
Winnifimmet, afterwards Chelfea, 44. 
Winters of New England fevere, 4. 
Wollafton, Mount, afterwards Brain- 
tree, and now Quincy, 40. 
Wolves : a great annoyance, 22, 26, 49 ; 

do not attack men or women, 26; 

dogs cannot overpower them, 26; 

very numerous, 27. 
Wood : many kinds of, 17 ; enumerated, 

18, 19 ; compared with trees of Eng- 

lifh growth, 19. 
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